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"  THE  C.  &  D.  DIARY,  1911." 

The  arrangements  for  printing  this  Diary  are  complete. 
The  fact  reminds  us  that  at  this  season  many  subscriptions 
fall  to  be  renewed.  It  is  important  that. this  should  be  done 
promptly,  so  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  getting  a 
copy  of  the  1911  Diary.  It  will  be  an  excellent  Diary — better 
in  many  respects  than  any  of  its  forty-two  predecessors. 
Every  10.?.  annual  subscription  sent  to  our  Publisher  now  will 
secure  a  copy  of  the  Diary.  Subscriptions  may  also  begin,  as 
well  as  be  renewed,  now.  It  is  not  necessary  to  wait  until 
January  1,  1911. 


Summary  of  tthis  Issue. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 

Articles  and  Communications. 

Cinchona-planters  in  India  are  appealing  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  (p.  50). 

The  Minor  examination  is  worth  while,  say  most  of  the 
correspondents  this  week,  and  they  give  reasons  for  what 
they  say  (p.  62). 

Burton-on-Trent  chemists  have  signed  a  declaration  pro- 
testing against  the  Minor  examination  being  increased  in 
stringency  (p.  62). 

The  Port  of  London  rates  have  been  published  this  week, 
and  have  created  quite  a  stir  in  commercial  circles,  the  classi- 
fication being  faulty  (p.  49). 

The  drawback  on  patent  medicines  mentioned  in  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  and  Excise  report  is,  we  are  officially 
informed,  for  spoiled  stamps  (p.  51). 

"  Read  the  prescription  before  making  it  up  "  is  the  moral 
drawn  by  "Xrayser  II."  from  the  examination  prescription 
for  quinine  and  strychnine  pills  (p.  47). 

Dr.  Dobbin  reports  on  the  October  exercise  in  qualitative 
analysis,  and  awards  the  prizes  to  Mr.  H.  Sowden  (Bradford) 
and  Mr.  J.  G.  Hanna  (Lisburn).  The  next  exercise  begins 
the  tournament  (p.  34). 

Dr.  H.  H.  Crippen  has  been  sentenced  to  death  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife.  The  rarity  of  criminal  poisoning  is  com- 
mented upon,  and  we  point  out  the  value  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  regulations  in  such  cases  (p.  48). 

"  Xrayser  II."  considers  that  something  may  be  done  by 
Parliament  in  the  patent-medicine  question  (p.  47).  We  point 
out  that  a  paragraph  on  the  subject  which  has  been  going 
round  the  papers  is  wrong  as  to  the  facts  (p.  36). 

Dr.  W.  H.  Martindaie  describes  a  first-aid  outfit  which  he 
has  designed  for  pharmaceutical  field-work  with  the  Terri- 
torials, who  are  giving  a  display  of  such  work  in  the  Stadium 
at  Shepherd's  Bush  on  Saturday,  October  29  (p.  52). 

The  Week's  News 


A  British  Empire  trade-mark  for  goods  is  proposed  (p.  35). 

The  death  of  Mr.  G.  Elliott,  of  Elliott  Bros.,  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  is  announced  on  p.  44. 

The  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill  has  been  discussed  by  the  Executive 
of  the  North  British  Branch  (p.  53). 

Dr.  A.  A.  Boon,  of  Heriot  Watt  College,  has  been  selected 
by  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  to  succeed  Dr. 
Dobbin  (p.  53). 

A  licensed  vendor  of  Section  2  poisons  has  been  fined  under 
the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts  (Ireland)  for  selling  Harvey's 
aconite-powders  (p.  40). 

The  London  County  Council's  Education  Committee  have 
before  them  a  memorandum  on  the  references  to  opticians 
in  the  "  Health  Notes  "  it  is  proposed  to  publish  (p.  51). 

Reports  of  meetings  of  fourteen  Chemists'  Associations  are 
given  on  pp.  54-57.  Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  M.P.,  has  spoken  very 
strongly  about  the  danger  of  dispensing  by  doctors  (p.  57). 
The  same  subject  was  discussed  at  Lancaster  by  Mr.  R.  S. 
Angus  (p.  56). 

A  case  of  considerable  importance  to  sight-testing  opticians 
was  heard  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice  this  week.  A  lady 
claimed  damages  from  an  optician  because  he  had  not  de- 
tected that  she  had  conical  cornea,  which  oculists  two  years 
afterwards  diagnosed  to  be  present.  The  jury  were  unable 
to  agree  as  to  a  verdict  (p.  40). 

If  a  seedsman  is  licensed  to  sell  Section  2  poisons  and  con- 
forms to  the  Privy  Council's  regulations,  he  is  exonerated  from 
Section  15  penalties.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  prose- 
cuting under  the  latter  section  a  licensed  seedsman  who  failed 
to  label  a  poison  with  his  name  and  address.  See  p.  41  for 
our  report,  and  p.  51  for  comments  on  the  significance  of  the 
action. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 

Market  alterations  are  fairly  numerous  and  mostly  to 
sellers'  advantage.  They  include  a  further  substantial 
advance  in  cream  of  tartar,  soda  tart.,  and  pulv.  seidlitz. 
Tartaric  acid  is  also  dearer,  but  citric  is  easier.  Ipecacuanha, 
hydrastis,  cardamoms,  Japanese  slab  camphor,  and  copper 
sulphate  are  firmer.  Vanilla,  chillies,  jalap,  cod-liver  oil, 
and  quicksilver  (seconds)  are  cheaper  to  buy  (p.  59). 
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Corner  lor  Students* 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D 

All  communications  for  tMs  section  should  be  addressed  thus 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Dru^ist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C."   

Report  on  October  Analytical  Exercise. 

THE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  September  28  con- 
tained 4  parts  by  weight  of  hydrous  calcium  sulphate, 
3  parts  of  crystallised  sodium  sulphite,  and  3  parts  of  dried 
sodium  carbonate.  The  calculated  composition  of  such  a 
mixture  is  : 

Ca      ...       -■    9.3 

Na   

SO.   

SOa   

CO,   

ILO   

100.0 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  a  distinct  trace 
of  magnesium  and  minute  traces  of  iron  and  of  a  chloride. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  sixty  students, 
and  twenty-seven  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 
The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents  of 
the.  powder  were  : — (a)  Metallic  radicals  :  Calcium,  6; 
sodium,  1.  (b)  Acid  radicals  :  Sulphuric,  4;  sulphurous, 
14;  carbonic,  7.  Thirteen  students  failed  to  report  the 
evolution  of  water  when  the  powder  was  heated  in  a  dry 
test-tube. 

There  were  several  points  in  this  analysis  which  proved 
troublesome  to  students,  and  a  few  which  afforded  oppor- 
tunity for  exercising  special  judgment  and  caution.  In  the 
preliminary  examination  treatment  with  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid  occasioned  a  brisk  effervescence,  both  carbon  dioxide 
and  sulphur  dioxide  being  evolved.  Some  students  simply 
assumed  that  this  behaviour  was  due  to  a  carbonate,  and  did 
not  examine  it  further.  Others  poured  the  evolved  gas  into 
lime-water  as  a  test  for  carbon  dioxide,  and  of  these  some 
reported  the  formation  and  some  the  non-formation  of  a  pre- 
cipitate of  calcium  carbonate.  Others,  again,  perceived  the 
odour  of  sulphur  dioxide,  from  which  they  concluded  that 
a  sulphite  was  present,  and  although  a  few  of  these  tested 
also  for  carbon  dioxide,  all  did  not  conclude  that  it  likewise 
was  evolved.  We  consider  that  very  few  really  established 
either  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  carbonate  with  any 
certainty,  owing  to  failure  to  apply  the  test  for  carbon 
dioxide  in  such  a  way  as  to  ensure  that  the  formation  of 
a  precipitate  with  lime-water  could  only  be  due  to  this 
gas.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  impossible  to  obtain,  by 
the  action  of  sulphur  dioxide  on  lime-water,  a  precipitate  of 
calcium  sulphite  which  might  be  mistaken  for  calcium 
carbonate;  and,  in  the  second  place,  sulphur  dioxide  passed 
into  a  few  cubic  centimetres  of  lime-water  in  sufficient 
quantity  (and  the  quantity  required  is  very  small)  would 
yield  an  acid  solution  in  which  the  formation  of  a  precipi- 
tate of  calcium  carbonate  would  be  impossible.  The  only 
safe  and  certain  procedure  adopted  by  any  student  con- 
sisted in  treating  the  gaseous  mixture  with  potassium 
bichrornate  and  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  to  oxidise  the 
sulphur  dioxide,  and  then  passing  the  carbon  dioxide  into 
lime-water.  When  it  is  necessary  to  test  for  a  carbonate 
in  the  known  presence  of  a  sulphite,  the  original  powder 
may  conveniently  be  mixed  with  excess  of  potassium 
bichromate,  and  the  mixture  then  treated  with  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid,  when  carbon  dioxide,  but  no  sulphur  dioxide, 
will  be  evolved.  A  few  students  stated  that  they  had  ob- 
served the  evolution  of  sulphur  dioxide  on  simply  heating 
the  powder  in  a  test-tube  or  on  platinum  foil,  but  we  were 
unable  to  confirm  this  observation. 


The  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  the  original  powder 
gave  a  precipitate  of  sulphur  on  the  addition  of  hydrogen 
sulphide  in  consequence  of  the  reducing  action  of  the  sul- 
phurous acid  present  in  the  solution.  Sulphur  precipitated 
in  this  way  is  usually  very  finely  divided,  and  only  removed 
partially  by  filtration.  The  rapid  and  complete  separation 
of  such  a  precipitate  of  sulphur  can  be  effected  by  adding 
mercuric-chloride  solution,  and  then,  if  necessary,  hydrogen 
sulphide  in  excess,  and  filtering.  The  finely  divided 
sulphur  is  carried  down  along  with  the  precipitate  of  mer- 
curic sulphide,  and  the  excess  of  hydrogen  sulphide  ensures 
the  complete  precipitation  of  the  mercury. 

The  precipitate  obtained  by  a  few  students  on  the  addi- 
tion of  ammonium  chloride  and  excess  of  ammonia,  in 
testing  for  metals  of  the  iron  group,  and  mistaken  for 
aluminium  hydroxide,  consisted  of  calcium  sulphate.  The 
possibility  of  calcium  (or  strontium)  sulphate  being  pre- 
cipitated at  this  stage  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous 
remarks  in  this  column,  and  was  commented  upon  at  some 
length  in  the  C.  &  D.  for  November  27,  1909. 

Although  the  powder  contained  magnesium  in  very  small 
quantity,  we  think  the  apparently  well-marked  reaction 
obtained  by  a  number  of  students  was  due  mainly  to 
calcium  not  completely  removed  by  ammonium  carbonate. 
Traces  of  magnesium  can  only  be  recognised  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  after  the  last  traces  of  calcium  have 
been  removed  by  precipitating  with  ammonium  oxalate, 
boiling,  and  filtering.  The  filtrate  should  be  evaporated 
to  dryness  and  the  ammonium  salts  driven  off  by  ignition. 
The  residue  is  then  treated  with  a  few  drops  of  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  the  solution  filtered,  if  necessary, 
through  a  small  filter,  and  the  filtrate  made  alkaline  with 
ammonia  prior  to  the  addition  of  ammonium  phosphate. 

The  rather  difficult  solubility  of  silver  sulphite  in  dilute 
nitric  acid  is  responsible  for  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  a 
few  students  that  a  chloride  was  present  in  quantity.  This 
character  of  silver  sulphite  and  silver  oxalate  should  be 
borne  in  mind. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded 

t0    H.  Sowden,  262  Wakefield  Road,  Bradford. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

J.  G.  Hanna,  Castleview,  Lisburn,  co.  Antrim. 

First  Pri~e  —Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first 

VX Second  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  mav  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they. 

select.  . 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

1.  Correspondents  ivho  are  unqualified: 

H.  Sowden  (first  prize)...  97  C.  H.  T  70 

J.  G.  Hanna  (second  prize)  96  Despair   W 

Lambo   95  F.  F  bb 

Sunshine     ...   94  Secundus   

Rare  Chemical   91  Birch  Vale  6b 

Mehr  Licht  82  Rodagen   &» 

Phoca   80  Polonium   » 

Cutoh         1  76  Oxygen   53 

Prosum   76  W  J.  W  40 

Vol   73  Secta   

Rex  (Bradford)   72  Virus   9 

Rex  (Ilford)   71 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified: 

A.  R  76  1  Naoto   69 

Beaker   73  |  Rela  74 

To  Correspondents. 

J  G  Hanna.— Your  report  would  have  been  strengthened 
by  a  fuller  account  of  preliminary  tests  in  particular,  but  also 
by  a  little  more  detail  all  over. 

Lambo.— The  presence  of  a  carbonate  was  scarcely  proved 
by  the  evidence  you  adduced ;  see  the  general  remarks.  Your 
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account  of  the  examination  for  acid  radicals  is  somewhat 
slender. 

Sunshine. — We  could  not  get  any  indication  of  the  presence 
of  potassium,  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  flame-coloration 
which  you  attributed  to  potassium  was  really  due  to  calcium. 
A  precipitate  of  sulphur  should  have  been  observed  on  passing 
hydrogen  sulphide  into  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  the 
powder,  but  you  report  "  no  precipitate." 

Rabe  Chemical. — Throwing  away  the  milky  liquid  which 
contained  very  finely  divided  sulphur  involved  loss — not  to  say 
waste — of  material.  See  the  general  remarks  for  a  simple 
mode  of  obtaining  a  perfectly  clear  filtrate  in  such  cir- 
cumstances. From  your  report  we  conclude  that  the  pre- 
cipitate you  took  for  ammonium-magnesium  phosphate 
consisted  mainly  of  calcium  phosphate.  Dilute  (not  concen- 
trated) hydrochloric  acid  is  the  correct  reagent  with  which  to 
test  the  solubility  of  a  precipitate  which  may  consist  of,  or 
contain,  barium  sulphate.  We  are  not  familiar  with,  and  we 
do  not  understand  or  believe  in  the  efficacy  of,  the  test  by 
means  of  which  you  endeavoured  to  prove  the  absence  of  a 
bicarbonate. 

Mehe  Licht. — The  silver-coin  test  only  proved  the  presence 
of  sulphur  in  some  form  in  the  powder — or  in  the  charcoal 
block  you  used — 'but  not  that  a  sulphate  was  present.  Tests 
which  yield  negative  results  should  be  reported  as  carefully 
as  those  which  give  positive  results,  since  they  often  indicate 
the  absence  of  a  variety  of  probable  constituents.  Read  the 
second  sentence  of  the  reply  to  "  Sunshine." 

Phoca. — The  powder  should  have  been  described  as  partially 
soluble  in  water — not  as  insoluble. 

Ctjtch. — You  must  not  test  for  magnesium  by  means  of 
sodium  phosphate  in  an  acid  solution,  since  ammonium-mag- 
nesium phosphate  is  soluble  even  in  such  a  weak  acid  as 
acetic  acid.  Further,  magnesium  must  not  be  tested  for  until 
the  metals  of  the  barium  group  have  been  removed. 

Prosum. — It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  you  failed  to 
observe  the  evolution  of  water  on  heating  the  powder  in  a 
dry  tube.  In  our  experiments  water-vapour  was  evolved 
copiously,  and  condensed  to  form  very  distinct  drops. 

Vol. — The  precipitates  you  supposed  to  be  aluminium 
hydroxide  and  aluminium  phosphate  consisted  of  calcium 
sulphate  and  of  calcium  phosphate  respectively ;  see  the 
general  remarks.  The  presence  of  chloride  as  impurity  in  the 
sodium  carbonate  you  used  was  most  probably  the  cause  of 
the  precipitate  with  silver  nitrate  which  remained  undissolved 
on  boiling  with  dilute  nitric  acid. 

Rex  (Bradford). — Try  the  action  on  a  solution  of  a  sulphite 
(1)  of  a  nearly  neutral  solution  of  ferric  chloride,  and  (2)  of 
potassium  permanganate  and  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  You  will 
find  that  (1)  agrees  while  (2)  does  not  agree  with  the  behaviour 
you  report.  We  cannot  say  what  the  odour  was  which  you 
mistook  for  that  of  cacodyl. 

F.  F. — Had  iron  been  present  in  quantity,  you  would  have 
obtained  a  black  precipitate  of  ferrous  sulphide  on  adding 
excess  of  ammonia  to  the  portion  of  the  original  solution 
which  had  been  treated  with  hydrogen  sulphide,  and  not  a 
brown  precipitate  as  you  report.  Potassium  should  not  be 
tested  for  in  the  original  solution.  Our  experience  on  adding 
solution  of  iodine  to  the  aqueous  extract  from  the  powder  did 
not  coincide  with  yours,  as  we  found  the  colour  of  the  solution 
to  be  discharged  instantly,  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  sul- 
phite. You  should  have  given  a  summary  of  the  constituents 
you  detected. 

Secundus. — You  omitted  to  apply — or  at  least  to  report  the 
results  of — the  tests  for  a  large  number  of  acid  radicals.  Proof 
of  the  absence  of  various  constituents  may  be  quite  as  im- 
portant as  proof  of  their  presence. 

Birch  Vale. — Unless  there  is  some  special  reason  for  using 
potassium  or  sodium  hydroxide,  it  is  much  better  to  boil  the 
original  powder  with  sodium  carbonate  in  preparing  a  solu- 
tion to  be  tested  for  acid  radicals.  Read  the  fourth  sentence 
of  the  reply  to  "  Rare  Chemical." 

Polonium. — We  made  a  careful  examination  for  traces  of 
phosphates-  but  failed  to  obtain  any  indication. 

W.  J.  W. — You  will  find  it  profitable  to  study  the  general 
remarks  above  and  the  replies  to  other  correspondents:  also 
(and  at  this  stage  in  your  work  perhaps  more  particularly)  to 
prepare  a  mixture  of  the  same  composition  as  this  month's 
exercise  and  to  repeat  with  it  the  procedure  you  employed  in 
dealing  with  the  powder  of  unknown  composition.  Your 
report  scarcely  gives  sufficient  detail  to  enable  us  to  say  where 
you  went  "  off  the  track." 

Secta  and  Virus. — See  the  first  sentence  of  the  reply  to 
"  W.  J.  W."  and  the  last  sentence  of  the  reply  to  "  F.  F." 

Beaker. — The  manganese  you  found  must  have  been  intro- 
duced in  some  of  the  reagents  you  added,  as  a  bead-test  with 
the  original  powder  and  sodium  carbonate  and  potassium 
nitrate  gave  a  negative  result. 


English  and"  Welsh  News. 

When  sending  Newspapers  containing-  Trade  news  to  the  Editor 
please  mark  ths  items. 


Brevities. 

In  the  Ashford  Window-dressing  Competition  Messrs. 
Walker  &  Harris,  chemists  and  druggists,  Bank  Street, 
won  first  prize  last  week. 

Damage  to  the  extent  of  200?.  has  been  done  by  fire 
to  the  premises  of  Mr.  J.  Ladd  Thomas,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Langharne.  Mrs.  Thomas  and  her  baby  of 
ten  days  were  rescued  in  blankets. 

The  C.  ib  D. ,  September  24,  was  first  in  the  field  with 
"  hyoscine  in  fiction."  The  article  referred  chiefly  to  the 
"Wingless  Angel,"  by  J.  E.  P.  Muddock  ("Dick  Dono- 
van "),  who  contributes  to  "  The  Sketch  "  of  October  26 
his  own  account  of  the  novel. 

William  Robinson,  a  young  lad  who  described  himself 
as  a  chemist's  assistant  from  Derby,  was  taken  to  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  last  week  suffer- 
ing from  poisoning.  Fifteen  kinds  of  drugs  were  found 
on  him,  including  iron  and  arsenic  pills  and  phenacetin 
tablets. 

At  Derby  on  October  21,  Sir  Jesse  Boot  purchased  for 
12.100?.  premises  in  East  Street  and  St.  Peter's  Street, 
Derby.  The  premises  comprise  the  Barley  Mow  Inn  in. 
East  Street  and  the  shops  Nos.  45  and  47  St.  Peter's 
Street,  which  are  at  present  let  at  an  aggregate  rental 
of  640?.  per  annum. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Wolverhampton  Tradesmen's  Asso- 
ciation, held  last  week  in  regard  to  the  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill, 
several  local  chemists  and  druggists  decided  to  approve 
the  recommendations  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade, 
and  also  to  ask  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  should 
apply  to  co-operative  stores,  "  cheap  jacks,"  and  holders 
of  tobacco-licences,  including  licensed  victuallers. 

The  Middlesex  Hospital  has  lost  one  of  its  most  valued 
Governors  in  Prince  Francis  of  Teck,  who  died  on 
October  22  from  heart-failure  following  pleurisy,  and  was 
buried  at  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor,  on  Wednesday. 
The  Prince  was  a  man  of  sound  business  ability,  and  had 
just  before  his  illness  cleared  the  hospital  of  last  year's 
debt.  We  understand  that  in  August  last  he  accepted  a 
seat  on  the  board  of  Bovril,  Ltd. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouth 
branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Colliery  Managers, 
it  was  stated  that  among  other  articles  dabbled  in  by 
colliers  after  the  completion  of  the  day's  work  at  the 
colliery  was  the  sale  of  pills  and  patent  medicines  and 
the  making  of  herbal  remedies  and  ointments.  It  was 
explained  that  this  is  the  result  of  the  eight-hours'  day 
reducing  wages  and  giving  more  spare  time. 

The  "  Square  "  football  eleven  played  an  eleven  from 
Westminster  College  at  Shepherd's  Bush  on  October  23, 
and  a  draw  of  six  goals  each  was  the  result.  The 
"Square"  had  the  greater  part  of  the  play  in  the  first 
half,  leading  at  the  interval  by  five  goals  to  two;  but 
"Westminster"  drew  level  in  the  second  half  a  few 
minutes  before  time  was  called.  Johnstone  (2),  Diamond 
(2),  Wilson  (1),  and  Hosking  (1)  scored  for  "West- 
minster." 

A  British.  Empire  Trade-mark. 

At  a  conference  of  representatives  of  the  Colonies,  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  other  bodies,  held  at  Cannon 
Street  Hotel,  London,  on  October  26,  under  the  presidency 
of  Lord  Avebury,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 
That  in  the  interests  of  the  trade  of  the  British  Empire 
it  is  desirable  that  a  trade-mark  to  be  known  as  "  The  British 
Empire  Trade-mark"  be  established  under  proper  control 
for  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  products  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  British  Empire. 
A  second  resolution  was  to  the  effect  that  the  trade-mark 
should  be  controlled  by  a  Council  to  be  formed  under  the 
auspices  of  the  British  Empire  League  in  association  with 
the  official  representatives  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions 
Beyond  the  Seas,  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  the  Glasgow  and 
such  other  Chambers  as  might  be  determined. 
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Contracts. 

Maidstone  Town  Council. — Mr.  F.  J.  Oliver,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Maidstone,  for  the  year's  supply  of  disinfec 
tants  at  1922.  15s.  2d. 

Government  Contracts. — Tenders  from  the  following 
have  been  accepted  by  the  Departments  named,  these 
being  additional  to  those  reported  last  week  : 

Admiralty. — Black  Paint :  Colthurst  &  Harding,  Bristol ; 
J.  Hare  &  Co.,  Bristol.  Varnishes,  Lacquers,  etc.  :  Lewis 
Berger  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Homerton,  N.E.  ;  W.  T.  Bigsby  &  Sons, 
Morden  Road,  Mitcham  ;  Craig  &  Rose,  Ltd.,  47  and  48  Bank- 
side,  London,  S.E.  ;  Gittings,  Hills  &  Boothby,_  Ltd.,  Tower 
Varnish-works,  Long  Acre,  Birmingham;  Harringtons,  Ltd., 
Shandon  Chemical,  etc.,  Works,  Cork;  Naylor  Bros. 
(London),  Ltd.,  407  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  ;  G.  Purdom 
&  Co.,  49  Commercial  Road,  London,  E. ;  Conrad  W.  Schmidt 
(F.  A.  Glaeser),  Ltd.,  Carpenters  Road,  Stratford,  London, 
E.  ;  Yorkshire  Varnish  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ripon. 

War  Office. — Surgical  Dressings :  Mr.  Arthur  Berliner, 
for  the  next  three  years. 

India  Office. — Bismuthi  Carb.  :  May  &  Baker,  Battersea. 
Instruments :  J.  H.  Montague,  69  New  Bond  Street,  W. ; 
Down  Bros.,  21  St.  Thomas's  Street,  S.E.  Oils,  etc.  :  Hodg- 
kinson,  Prestons  &  King,  81  Bishopsgate  Street,  E.C.  Scales 
and  Weights:  De  Grave,  Short  &  Co.,  57  Hatton  Garden, 
E.C.    Steriliser  :  Arnold  &  Sons,  West  Smithfield,  E.C. 

Patent-medicine  Restrictions. 

Wide  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  following  para- 
graph, variations  of  it  having  appeared  in  many  daily 
newspapers  throughout  the  country  : 

"  The  Home  Secretary  will,  I  am  informed,  be  interrogated 
as  soon  as  Parliament  reassembles  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  issuing  regulations  in  regard  to  patent  medicines,  which 
Was  brought  to  the  notice  of  his  predecessor — Viscount  Glad- 
stone— some  months  ago.  Mr.  Gladstone,  as  he  then  was, 
stated  that  he  was  in  communication  with  the  Privy  Council 
in  reference  to  the  suggestion  that  it  should  be  made  compul- 
sory on  all  manufacturers  of  patent  medicines  which  were 
liable  to  Government  duty  to  indicate  on  the  outside  of  the 
label  or  package  the  full  ingredients  as  well  as  the  particular 
diseases  which  they  purported  to  cure.  The  then  Home  Secre- 
tary even  went  so  far  as  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  matter 
was  one  for  inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee.  The  whole  ques- 
tion was  then  referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the 
Privy  Council  are  understood  to  be  awaiting  a  reply  from 
that  body  before  proceeding  further  with  the  proposed  in- 
vestigation. The  question  is  one  which  has  assumed  enormous 
proportions  in  recent  years,  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  pro- 
prietary medicines  and  the  corresponding  growth  in  the 
number  of  ills  which  they  are  supposed  to  cure  offhand." 
The  paragraph  apparently  emanates  from  a  news 
agency,  and  contains  some  inaccuracies.  For  example, 
we  are  not  aware  that  any  question  regarding  patent 
medicines  has  been  referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
by  the  Privy  Council.  The  writer  of  the  paragraph  pro- 
bably has  in  mind  the  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  practice 
of  medicine  by  unqualified  medical  practitioners  under- 
taken by  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  which  reference 
was  made  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  in  which  the  Privy  Council  is  also  interested. 
With  the  exception  of  this  there  is  no  Government 
inquiry  regarding  patent  medicines. 

In  the  Courts. 

At  the  East  Ham  Police  Court  on  October  24,  Samuel 
Rippin  (42),  druggists'  sundriesman,  Dames  Road, 
Forest  Gate,  was  fined  Is.,  and  4s.  6d.  costs,  for  cruelty 
to  a  pony  by  working  it  in  an  unfit  state. 

At  Monmouth  County  Court,  before  Judge  Hill-Kelly, 
Messrs.  Corbyn.  Stacey  &  Co..  Ltd.,  London,  sued  Mr. 
F.  J.  Tucker,  Monmouth,  for  15/.  and  costs.  Defendant 
had  paid  151.  of  the  claim,  which  was  for  goods  used  by 
him  as  veterinary  surgeon.  He  offered  to  pay  5/.  a 
month,  and  this  offer  was  accepted. 

At  the  London  Guildhall  Police  Court  on  October  24, 
Henry  Thompson  (68),  a  labourer,  was  remanded 
on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  steal  a  pearl  and  diamond 
scarf-pin,  valued  at  201.,  from  the  person  of  Mr.  Sigis- 
mund  Kirtnow,  of  Messrs.  S.  Kutnow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  while 
he  was  passing  through  the  Old  Bailey  last  Saturday 
afternoon. 

At  Birmingham  on  October  24,  James  Fellows,  Holy- 
head Road,  Handsworth,  a  chemist's  agent,  was  found 


guilty  of  embezzling  21.  7s.  Qd.  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Jules  Denoual  &  Co.,  Peckham,  his  employers,  and  was 
placed  on  probation  to  be  of  good  behaviour  for  twelve 
months,  and  bound  over — himself  in  502.  and  two  sureties 
in  251.  each — to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called  upon. 

When  Mrs.  Olive  A.  S.  Willyams  was  brought  up  for 
sentence  at  the  Cornwall  Assizes,  Bodmin,  on  October  24, 
on  a  charge  of  forgery,  her  counsel  pleaded  in  mitigation 
of  the  penalty  that  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
morphia  to  the  extent  of  45  to  60  grains  per  day.  She 
commenced  taking  the  drug  as  far  back  as  1902,  under  a 
doctor's  advice,  to  alleviate  pain  after  an  operation. 

At  the  Llangefni  County  Court  last  week,  Judge  Moss 
granted  10s.  a  week  for  four  weeks,  diminishing  thereafter, 
to  James  Green,  30  Wynne  Street,  Holyhead,  ship-fireman 
and  porter,  who  claimed  compensation  from  Boots,  Cash 
Chemists,  Ltd.,  Nottingham,  in  respect  of  an  accident 
he  sustained  on  August  30,  1909,  while  removing  goods 
from  Land's  End  Road  to  a  warehouse  at  the  rear  of 
29  and  31  Market  Street,  Holyhead. 

At  Tonbridge  (Kent)  on  October  18,  Thos.  Else,  Paddock 
Wood,  was  fined  51..  and  costs,  under  the  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding-stuffs  Act,  for  giving  a  false  invoice  with  a  con- 
signment of  compound  cattle-cake.  The  case  for  the  pro- 
secution was  that  the  invoice  stated  that  the  cake  con- 
tained 10  per  cent,  of  oil  and  29  per  cent,  of  albuminoids, 
while  the  analysis  showed  oil  8.93  per  cent,  and  albu- 
minoids 22.25.  The  defendant  explained  that  this  was  a 
clerical  error,  and  the  Bench  expressed  the  opinion  that 
he  had  no  inte  ition  to  defraud. 

A  Deed  of  Grace. 
In  the  C.  <£•  D.  of  June  30,  1893,  was  reported  a  deed 
of  arrangement  in  the  affairs  of  Mr.  George  Foster  Smith, 
trading  as  Taylor  Gibson  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Creditors  for  3,0892.  were 
to  receive  thereunder  13s.  4c?.  in  the  pound.  Last  week 
the  creditors  received  letters  from  Mrs.  Smith  informing 
them  that  Mr.  Smith  had  always  wished  to  pay  the  balance, 
but  in  his  lifetime  this  had  never  been  possible.  Now  she 
explains  that  she  finds  herself  in  a  position  to  do  so,  and 
has  sent  to  each  of  them  a  cheque  for  the  balance.  This  has 
been  a  pleasant  surprise  to  the  firms  concerned.  There  were 
eighty-eight  names  in  the  list  we  published,  and  smaller 
sums  made  the  number  still  larger.  There  has  been  con- 
siderable trouble  in  tracing  some  of  them  after  the  lapse  of 
seventeen  years.  Mr.  Smith  died  seven  years  ago,  and  his 
business  passed  into  other  hands.  His  eon,  Mr.  Hugh  Dun- 
ford  Smith,  is  in  business  in  Newcastle  as  an  analyst  and 
assayer. 

Municipal  Elections. 

The  following  have  been  returned  unopposed  :— 
Mr.  Geo.  Woodhouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ludlow. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Rose,  chemist  and  druggist,  Jarrow-on-Tyne. 
Mr.  L.  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Sunderland. 
Mr.  Robert  Sweetman,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ludlow. 
Mr.    W.    Wallace   Savage,   Ph.C,   23  Freshfield  Road, 
Brighton. 

Mr.  W.  Giles,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Walhend-on-Tyne 
(re-elected). 

Mr.  John  H.  Coleman,  chemist  and  druggist,  7  Worcester 
Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  Fredk.  A.  Willcock,  chemist  and  druggist,  Victoria 
Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Alderman  J.  Brooks,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  East  Ham, 
Mayor  of  the  Borough,  elected  for  the  Central  East  Ward. 
(Mr.  Athelstan  Coles,  chemist.  47  Hollington  Road,  is  con- 
testing the  Beckton  and  North  Woolwich  Ward.) 

Mr.  F.  G.  Acton,  chemist.  Corn  Market.  Worcester.  (Alder- 
man J.  A.  Steward,  President  of  the  Worcester  Chemists' 
Association,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Worcester  Council 
for  many  years,  and  has  been  Mayor  of  the  town.) 

National  Federation  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Council  (Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd  in  the 
chair)  was  held  on  October  19  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Man- 
chester, when  the  chief  subject  discussed  was  the  practice 
of  certain  wholesale  optical  firms  in  selling  their  goods 
retail.  Letters  were  read  giving  particulars  of  certain 
firms  which  indulge  in  the  practice.  It  was  decided  that 
any  member  of  the  Federation  can,  if  he  so  desires,  be 
furnished  with  the  names  of  the  wholesale  firms  named 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  and  also  be  supplied  with 
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a  precis  of  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Council 
•on  the  subject.  Mr.  Thos.  Aikenhead  (Scottish  Optical 
Association)  suggested  that  members  of  the  Federation 
should  abstain  from  dealing  with  wholesale  houses  known 
to  sell  by  retail.  On  the  question  of  establishing  a  fund  to 
.give  legal  aid  to  members,  it  was  resolved  that  inquiries  be 
made  as  to  the  cost  of  an  insurance-policy  to  cover  the 
Federation's  liability  in  the  matter.  Mr.  11.  E.  Heppell 
(Northern  Counties  Optical  Society)  was  appointed  as 
•Organising  Secretary  to  the  Federation,  so  as  to  relieve 
Mr.  Hershberg,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  of  much  preliminary 
work. 

Nottingham  Notes. 

On  Thursday,  October  20,  the  Thursday  United  F.C. 
-won  their  match  against  Thursday  Amateurs  by  six  goals 
iio  two. 

Nottingham's  oldest  medical  practitioner  has  just  passed 
away  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Thomas  Wright.  Dr.  Wright 
was  born  in  Selham  Street,  Nottingham,  eighty-eight  years 
ago,  and  owing  to  advancing  years  had  done  very  little 
professional  work  of  late.  For  more  than  one  hundred 
years — in  fact,  since  its  establishment  in  1780 — the 
honorary  medical  staff  of  the  Nottingham  General  Hos- 
pital has  never  been  without  a  representative  of  the 
Wright  family. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barron  Cadbury  have  presented  to  the 
■city  a  "  Remand  Home  "  in  Moseley  Road  for  the  housing 
of  juvenile  delinquents. 

As  a  result  of  a  long  correspondence  in  the  "  Weekly 
Post  "  concerning  the  curative  properties  of  violet-leaves 
in  cancer,  a  great  demand  for  them  has  arisen. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  Birmingham  young  ladies 
presented  themselves  for  examination  at  the  Apothecaries' 
Society  of  London  this  week  for  the  assistants'  certificate. 

The  sad  affair  at  West  Heath  Hospital  has  provoked  a 
correspondence  on  the  matter  in  the  public  Press.  "  Phar- 
macist," in  the  "  South  Birmingham  News,"  publishes  an 
excellent  letter,  which  should  open  the  eyes  of  both 
authority  and  public. 

The  unusual  spectacle  of  a  railway-truck  on  fire  was 
witnessed  one  day  last  week  in  the,  neighbourhood  of 
Tettenhall.  The  truck  was  one  of  a  number  conveying  a 
consignment  of  150  bales  of  raw  cotton,  each  of  about 
500  lb.  weight,  from  Manchester  to  the  Saltley  factory  of 
Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.  How  the  out- 
break occurred  is  unknown  ;  but  thirty-two  bales  of  the 
material  were  damaged  before  the  fire  was  got  out. 

A  representative  of  the  retail  section  of  the  trade  in  the 
.person  of  Mr.   Edward  Corfield  has  been  selected  to 

succeed  Mr.  A.  W. 
Southall  as  President  of 
the  Midland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association.  Mr. 
Corfield  is  proprietor  of 
the  homoeopathic  phar- 
macy of  Messrs.  Corfield 
&  Corfield,  in  Bennett's 
Hill,  and  is  a  nephew  of 
the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Corfield,  who  founded 
the  business  :n  1844,  in 
a  shop  in  New  Street, 
where  he  remained  a 
couple  of  years  before 
removing  to  the  present 
premises. 

Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  parents  of  the  boy,  Robert  W.  Purveur,  to  whose 
death  as  the  result  of  an  accident  reference  was  made  in 
the  O.  <Ss  D.  last  week,  stating  that  they  did  not  consider 
that  their  son  had  died  from  any  injuries  received  through 
•following  his  employment,  and  that  they  concurred  in  the 
verdict  of  the  jury.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
lad  rec-ived  his  injuries  while  playing  football. 

Pakaguayan  Petit-geain  Oil. — The  exports  of  petit-grain  oil 
from  Paraguay  during  1909  amounted  to  33  tons,  against 
29  tons  in  1908 ;  the  value  last  year  was  18,491/. 


Mh.  E.  Corfield. 


Irish  News. 

When  sending  Newspapers  containing:  Trade  news  to  the  Editor 
please  mark  the  items. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  W.  Larrisey,  who  for  some  years  past  has  been  with 
Messrs.  H.  Williams,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  was  last  week  presented 
with  a  valuable  gold  pendant  on  the  occasion  of  his  resigna- 
tion to  join  his  father  in  business  at  Clara. 

Messrs.  Hoyte  &  Son,  chemists,  Lower  Sackville  Street, 
Dublin,  have  recently  completed  alterations  to  their 
premises  and  have  erected  an  illuminated-turret  clock, 
which  is  proving  a  great  convenience  to  passers-by. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Grocers'  Associa- 
tion Mr.  Wm.  Haslett  (President  of  the  Chemists  and 
Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland)  reported  on  his  visit  to  the 
Grocers'  Exhibition,  and  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill  was  discussed. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Young  People's  Guild  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland,  held  in  Belfast  on 
October  24,  Sir  William  Baxter,  J. P.,  Coleraine,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Management. 

At  the  recent  medical  examination  in  Edinburgh  Mr. 
S.  E.  A.  Acheson,  registered  druggist,  Cromac  Street, 
Belfast,  was  successlul  in  obtaining  the  diploma  of 
L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  and  L.R.F.P.S.C.  Dr. 
Acheson,  who  intends  to  practise  in  the  Albert  Bridge 
Road,  Belfast,  is  the  first  Irish  druggist  to  enter  the 
ranks  of  medicine. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Camera  Club, 
Belfast,  on  October  24,  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  jun.,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Rankin,  who  is 
a  son  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Chemists  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  obtained 
his  pharmaceutical  licence  last  week,  and  intends  going 
into  business  with  his  father  at  11  Waring  Street,  Bel- 
fast. He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Boyd, 
chemist,  North  Street,  and  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years  has  been  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Morrow,  M.P.S.I., 
25  Corn  Market.  He  is  a  C.  <b  D.  Students'  Corner  prize- 
man. 

Complaint  against  Drug-contrac'ors. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Youghal  Board  of  Guardians, 
Dr.  Lynch  wrote  stating  he  had  no  means  of  packing  the 
nux  vomica  which  was  not  up  to  the  standard  and  which 
the  Guardians  had  asked  him  to  return.  It  is,  he  said,  a 
matter  of  very  frequent  occurrence  recently  that  drugs  are 
sent — not  up  to  the  standard — ''low"  and  "practically 
correct."  He  said  that  other  doctors  had  also  cause  for 
complaint.  If  one  of  the  three  samples  forwarded  is 
incorrect,  it  is  natural  to  assume  that  the  same  proportion 
of  those  remaining  may  also  be  incorrect,  and  it  is  treating 
the  matter  lightly  to  only  return  those  which  are  known 
to  be  wrong.  The  Guardians  have  gone  out  of  their  way 
to  encourage  home  trade,  and  it  is  due  to  them  that 
the  contractors  should  make  a  reasonable  effort  to  show 
their  appreciation. 

Linseed  O.l  for  Cattle. 

At  the  Tullamore  Quarter  Sessions,  Stephen  S.  Kavanagh 
sued  Messrs.  D.  E.  Williams,  Ltd.,  for  Iocs  sustained  by 
the  death  of  two  cows  alleged  to  have  been  due  to  impure 
linseed  oil  supplied  by  the  defendants  from  their  Geashill 
branch.  It  was  stated  that  the  cows  died  on  the  morning 
following  the  administration  of  the  linseed  oil,  and  that  a 
-post-mortem  examination  showed  death  was  due  to  the 
irritation  caused  by  rancid  linseed  oil.  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  D.  J.  O'Mahony,  analyst,  Cork,  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  oil  was  rancid.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that 
the  barrel  of  oil  from  which  this  sample  was  taken  lasted 
from  November  to  July,  and  portions  of  it  were  sold  to  a 
large  number  of  farmers  in  the  district  for  administration 
to  cattle,  and  no  complaint  was  made.  The  evidence  of 
Mr.  John  M.  Allen,  assistant  to  Sir  Charles  Cameron, 
Dublin,  was  to  the  effect  that  the  oil  was  pure  and  the 
rancidity  by  no  means  abnormal.  His  Honour  dismissed 
the  case  without  prejudice. 
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Scots  News. 


When  sending  Newspapers  containing:  Trade  news  to  the  Editoi 
please  mark  the  items. 


Aberdeen. 

In  memory  of  King  Edward  VII.,  the  directors  of  the 
Royal  Aberdeen  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  are  to  erect  a 
new  hospital,  and  for  this  purpose  have  issued  an  appeal 
to  the  public.    They  aim  ait  35,000/. 

Co-operative  drug-trading  has  spread  in  Aberdeen  this 
year,  one  shop  of  the  Northern  Co-operative  Co.,  Ltd., 
being  transferred  from  Loch  Street  to  George  Street,  and 
two  new  shops  have  been  opened  at  Holburn  Street  and 
King  Street.  The  half-yearly  report  shows  a  total  overturn 
of  1,6862.  Is.  2^d.,  made  up  as  follows  : 

£   «.  d. 

At  33  Kssemount  Viaduct   766   4  94 

,,  577  George  Street  (22  weeks)   276    9  44 

„  127  Holburn  Street  (18  weeks)         ...      251  15  Hi 
„  198  King  Street  (25  weeks)    391  11  1 

£1,686   1  24 

The  manager's  salary  is  1432.  per  annum ;  there  are  nine 
assistants  and  errand-boys,  and  their  wages  make  a  total 
of  4182.  16s.  Qd.  For  comparison  we  submit  the  follow- 
ing : 


Turnover. 
£    .".  d. 
1907. ..1,402  18   3 -J 

1908  .  1,237  19  24 
19C9.  1.782    7  84 

(Half-vear  Reports) 

1909  .  1.071  12  6 

1910  ..1.292  5  11 
1910... 1,686   1  24 


Net  Profit. 
&  d. 

402   7    34   (One  drug  shop.) 

322    0    6     ( 4  nextra  shop  part  year.) 

309  18    2     (Two  shops.) 


248  3  34  Ditto 
183  1  7  Ditto 
114   0   34    (Four  shops  as  above.) 

The  company  have  now  ceased  giving  checks  with  a  num- 
ber of  patent  and  proprietary  articles,  but  have  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  3s.  6r2.  in  the  pound  on  other  articles,  as  also 

5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  capital,  plus  a  share  of  general 
management  expenses  falling  to  the  respective  depart- 
ments.   These  charges  have  to  be  paid  from  the  net  profit. 

Edinburgh. 

Sir  Jesse  Boot  paid  a  visit  to  Edinburgh  recently. 

Last  week,  at  a  meeting  of  Morning-side  electors,  Coun- 
cillor Inman  said  that  the  establishment  of  a  sanatorium 
for  fighting  consumption  would  be  a  fitting  memorial  to 
the  late  King. 

Mr.  Victor  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cadzow 
Place,  delivered  an  illustrated  address,  entitled  "  The 
Historic  Mile — the  Castle  to  Holyrood,"  in  the  East 
Edinburgh  Unionist  Club  last  week. 

Mr.  John  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  12  North- 
West  Circus  Place,  Edinburgh,  has  been  made  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  Edinburgh.  This  honour  is  one  con- 
ferred upon  few  pharmacists. 

Dr.  Alfred  A.  Boon,  who  has  been  nominated  to  succeed 
Dr.  Dobbin  as  an  examiner  in  chemistry  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  is  a  D.Sc.  of  the  Edinburgh  University 
and  an  assistant  professor  in  the  chemistry  department 
of  the  Heriot-Watt  College,  and  lecturer  on  theoretical 
organic  chemistry  and  on  chemistry  for  paper  makers. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

Mr.  Charles  Kerr,  Hanover  Street,  Stranraer,  intends 
to  apply  for  a  poisons  licence  under  Section  2  of  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

Mr.  Strang,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  in  Gairbraid  Street,  Maryhill,  which  has  been 
carried  on  for  many  years  by  Mr.  W.  Rowan,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  Alex.  D.  Robertson,  of  Messrs.  Alex.  Robertson 

6  Sons,  Argyll  Chemical-works,  Oban,  is  on  a  business 
trip  round  the  world  via  South  Africa  and  Australia,  and 
will  return  by  Chili  and  the  Argentine. 

The  up-to-date  pharmacist  in  the  city  at  present  is  the 
man  who  can  give  all  the  materia  medica  of  hyoscine 
hydrobromide  to  inquiring  clients.  They  invariably 
leave  much  impressed  by  the  mystery  that  enshrouds  the 
"practice  of  pharmacy." 


French  News. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


A  Notable  Anniversary. — Wednesday,  October  26,  was 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  communication  by. 
Pasteur  to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  of  his  perfec- 
tion of  the  treatment  of  rabies. 

Demonstrators'  Salaries. — By  a  recent  decree  the- 
salaries  of  "  chefs  des  travaux  "  (heads  of  practical  labora- 
tory work)  in  Superior  Schools  of  Pharmacy,  are  fixed  as 
follows  :  1st  class,  5,500f.  in  Paris  and  4,500f .  in  the 
Departments;  2nd  class,  5,000f.  and  4,000f . ;  3rd  class.. 
4.500f.  and  3,500f .  ;  4th  class,  4,000f .  and  3,000f ;  5th  class, 
3,500f.  per  annum.  Those  holding  the  D.Sc.  degree  receive- 
£20  a  year  extra.  The  existing  "  heads  "  will  only  receive 
the  new  rate  of  pay  when  the  necessary  credits  have  been, 
secured  through  the  budget.  This,  it  is  apparently  implied,., 
will  only  gradually  be  carried  out. 

Ehrlich's  "  606." — Considerable  interest  is  taken  ir*. 
Ehrlich's  "  606,"  and  it  is  generally  mentioned  at  the  weekly- 
meetings  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  principally  in  con- 
nection with  deaths  that  are  stated  to  have  occurred  int. 
consequence  of  the  employment  of  the  remedy.  In  "  Le- 
Temps  "  on  October  25  an  interesting  account  is  given  by 
Dr.  H.  de  Rothschild  of  a  visit  paid  to  Professor  Ehrlich.. 
Dr.  de  Rothschild  states  that  the  remedy  has  been  ad- 
ministered in  14,000  cases,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  deaths- 
have  followed,  but  have  not  been  caused  by  the  treatment. 
The  professor  pointed  out  that  the  mortality  from  syphilis 
is  very  great,  and  that  in  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  the 
treatment  is  quite  without  danger.  The  remedy  is  to  be- 
placed  on  the  market  at  a  low  price,  permitting  of  it  being 
readily  employed.  The  discoverer's  royalty  on  the  sales  is:- 
to  be  devoted  to  the  foundation  of  an  institute  of  biological* 
chemistry  at  Frankfort.  The  research  work  required  for 
the  production  of  "  606"  up  to  the  present  has  cost  Pro- 
fessor Ehrlich  300,000  francs. 


Colonial  and  Foreign  News. 


The  Nobel  Prize  for  Medicine  has  been  awarded  to> 
Dr.  Albrecht  Kossel,  professor  of  physiology  at  Heidel- 
berg.   It  will  be  a  cheque  f  or  7,7342. 

German  Chemical  Research  Institute. — Dr.  Nernst,. 
Professor  of  Physical  Chemistry  at  the  Berlin  University,, 
will  probably  be  appointed  Director  of  the  new  Research. 
Institute  for  Physical  Chemistry  which  is  to  be  established, 
at  Dahlem. 

Radium  Institute. — The  Austrian  Institute  for  Radium 
Research  is  being  opened  in  Vienna  this  month.  The- 
Radium  Institute  is  owned  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  Vienna,  which  has  presented  the  new  institute  with 
3^  grams  of  radium. 

"Apoterie." — Herr  Sauer,  a  Charlottenburg  "  apothe- 
ker  druggist,"  has  recently  evolved  the  word  "Apoterie"" 
from  the  expression  "  Apotheker-Drogerie "  and  has- 
registered  the  name  as  a  trade-mark,  which  he  will  permit 
to  be  used  by  pharmacists  for  a  fee  of  m.350  (172.  10s.). 

Pharmacies  in  Egypt. — The  Egyptian  Public  Healtb 
Department  reports  that  in  1909  there  were  319  pharmacies 
in  Egypt,  of  which  159  were  managed  by  chemists  withi 
diplomas,  against  300  in  1908,  264  in  1907,  and  136  in  1906. 
Oat  of  307  medical  preparations  examined  seventy-five  were- 
adulterated. 

Deleterious  Drugs  Ordinance. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislative  Council  at  Singapore  on  September  16,  the.- 
Attorney-General  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  Deleterious- 
Drugs  Ordinance  from  the  orders  of  the  day.  _  Ex- 
ception, he  said,  had  been  taken  to  some  of  the  provisions- 
of  the  Bill  by  Penang  chemists,  who  asked  that  the  Bill 
might  stand  over  in  order  that  the  member  for  Penang 
might  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  represent  the- 
views  of  the  chemists. 


Index  Folio  648 


October  29,  1910 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


39 


Australasian  News. 

The  Chemist  and  Drug-grist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  eight  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Australian  Phaemaceutical  Conference. — The  subjects 
"to  be  discussed  at  the  meeting  at  Sydney  in  January  in- 
clude "  Reciprocity  with  Great  Britain  and  New  Zealand," 
"  The  Australasian  Formulary,"  and  "The  Formation  of 
an  Australasian  Pharmaceutical  Society."  The  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Australasian  Association  for  the  Advancement 
-of  Science,  with  which  the  Conference  is  affiliated,  is  1/  , 
membership  entitling  to  certain  concessions  on  the  railways 
and  steamboats. 

The  Imports  and  Exports  for  June  1910,  as  published 
!by  the  Commonwealth  Statistician,  show  that  the  exports 
of  Australian  origin  were  valued  at  3,452,461/.,  compared 
with  3,833,962/.  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
'The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  in  June  were  valued 
.at  78,596/.,  compared  with  76,613?.  for  the  corresponding 
month  of  last  year.  Total  imports,  3,899.010/.,  against 
3,696,606/.  last  year.  Total  exports  of  Australian  products 
dior  six  months,  32  millions,  against  27  millions  last  year. 

New  South  Wales. 

Pharmacy  Board. — At  the  meeting  on  September  9 
It  was  decided  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  Clause  6  of  the  proposed  amendments,  wherein  it 
■was  intended  to  add  to  Section  20  of  the  existing  Act,  after 
rthe  word  "drugs,"  the  following  words  :  "or  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  a  registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  actual 
•charge  of  a  Friendly  Society  Dispensary."  It  was  pointed 
•out  that  if  the  Act  were  amended  as  proposed  it  would 
interfere  with  reciprocity  between  Tasmania  and  the  other 
States,  as  the  other  States  do  not  allow  apprentices  in  a 
'dispensary. 

Pharmaceutical  Society. — At  the  meeting  on  Septem- 
ber 9  correspondence  was  considered  regarding  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Early-closing  Act.  The  reply 
Irom  the  Department  of  Labour  and  Industry  was  that  "  the 
.question  would  be  considered  when  the  Act  was  being 
■dealt  with  generally."  In  view  of  the  unsettled  state  of 
.the  political  situation,  it  was  decided  to  defer  for  the 
present  further  action.  Representatives  of  business  firms 
were  appointed  on  the  committee  of  the  Australasian  Phar- 
maceutical Conference,  which  meets  in  Sydney  in  January. 
.Mr.  Loney,  who  had  been  appointed  with  Mr.  Short  to 
•draw  up  rules  in  regard  to  the  proposal  to  give  a  medal  for 
competition  among  registered  apprentices,  submitted  the 
.-suggestions  that  had  been  made.  The  competition  should 
.be  open  to  all  registered  apprentices,  and  exercises  in  prac- 
tical work  should  be  given.  The  practical  work  would 
dnclude  the  preparation  of  about  five  galenicals,  every  com- 
petitor to  submit  a  certificate  from  his  employer,  or  some 
•other  responsible  person,  to  the  effect  that  the  work  had 
been  done  by  the  apprentice,  and  in  the  allotted  time.  It 
-was  .finally  decided  that  Messrs.  Loney  and  Sharpe  draw  up 
•details  of  the  scheme  for  submission  to  the  next  meeting. 
A  discussion  then  ensued  regarding  newspaper  advertise- 
ments in  which  proprietary  ingredients  are  recommended 
an  prescriptions  for  rheumatism  and  hair-lotions.  The 
President  did  not  see  how  the  practice  could  be  stopped, 
.but  it  was  decided  to  send  particulars  to  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Victoria. 

The  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  S.  Grimwade  was  lodged  for 
:probate  on  September  13.  The  estate  in  Victoria  is  sworn 
for  duty  at  265.964/.,  of  which  51,900/.  is  realty  and 
'214,064/.  is  personalty.  The  executors  and  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  will  are  the  testator's  two  sons,  Edward 
NTorton  Grimwade  and  Harold  William  Grimwade,  and  Mr. 
H.  T.  Wilson,  bank  manager,  of  Melbourne.  The  testator 
left  500/.  to  each  of  the  sons  and  1,000?.  to  Mr.  Wilson,  in 
addition  to  providing  for  their  ordinary  commission.  An 
annuity  of  2,000/.  with  the  use  of  the  house  at  Caulfield, 
•or  in  lieu  of  it  200/.  a  year,  is  left  to  the  widow.  The 
sons  are  empowered  to  purchase  the  father's  interest  in  the 
^business  on  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  partnership.  Among 


the  legacies  are  the  following  :  Mr.  Wilfred  Russell, 
10,000/.  ;  to  Mr.  Alfred  Sheppard,  7,200/.  ;  to  each  daugh- 
ter, 20,000/.  ;  to  his  grandson,  Arthur  Cedric  Battle, 
11,000/.,  to  be  invested  until  he  is  twenty-one;  to  his 
nephew,  Mr.  Frederick  William  Grimwade,  2,000/.  The 
sum  of  3,000/.  is  left  for  division  among  the  employes 
who  have  been  with  the  firm  over  five  years.  Some  gifts 
are  made  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  residue  of  the 
estate  is  to  be  divided  between  the  testator's  sons  and 
daughters. 


South  African  News. 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  ot 
Chemists  in  business  in  British  South  Africa. 


Cape  Colony. 

Charge  of  Arson. — The  Attorney-General  has  declined 
to  prosecute  in  the  case  of  Charles  Richards,  chemist,  for- 
merly of  Kalk  Bay,  who  was  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  alleged  arson. 

Business  Change. — Mr.  J.  W.  Cooper,  chemist  and 
druggist,  who  for  a  number  of  years  conducted  a  pharmacy 
in  Malmesbury,  has  acquired  the  business  at  Kalk  Bay  until 
recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  C.  Richards. 

Death. — On  September  27,  at  the  New  Somerset 
Hospital,  Cape  Town,  Mr.  Reginald  W.  Willan.  Mr. 
Willan  was  with  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London, 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  lately  with  Messrs.  T.  James  & 
Co.,  of  Cape  Town.  He  died  suddenly,  after  undergoing 
an  operation  for  varicose  veins. 

Cricket  Club  Dance. — The  Amalgamated  Chemists' 
Cricket  Club  held  their  annual  Cinderella  on  September  30 
at  the  Goede  Trouw  Hall,  Cape  Town.  The  company  in- 
cluded Messrs.  F.  C.  Mathew,  H.  J.  Kinlav  (Hevnes, 
Mathew  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  G.  R.  Cleghorn,  J.  Sowden,  H.  E. 
Cope,  and  R.  S.  Cheetham  (captain).  Both  wholesale  and 
retail  sections  of  the  trade  were  well  represented.  About 
fifty  couples  were  present,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
the  assembly  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  functions 
organised  by  the  club.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  energetic 
secretary  (Mr,  J.  E.  Banks)  and  the  committee.  Messrs. 
R.  W.  Durrant,  D.  Thompson,  and  H.  North  acted  as 
M.C.s,  the  music  being  supplied  by  Saby's  band. 

Alleged  Snake-bite  Cures. — In  the  "  Eastern  Province 
Herald  "  the  director  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Museum 
describes  at  length  his  experiments  with  "  Zibiba,"  an 
alleged  snake-bite  cure.  This  cure  is,  according  to  the 
native  "  doctors,"  an  infallible  remedy  for  snake-bite. 
Natives  have  absolute  faith  in  their  doctors.  These 
doctors  claim  this  substance  to  be  an  antidote,  therefore  in 
consequence  the  same  belief  is  held  by  the  native  popu- 
lation. Large  numbers  of  Colonists  also  have  unquestion- 
ing faith  in  its  efficacy.  The  "doctors"  also  take  every 
precaution  to  prevent  its  nature  being  discovered,  and  on 
microscopic  examination  it  was  found  to  be  the  root  of  a 
plant  (unidentified),  finely  powdered,  of  a  reddish  sandy 
shade  in  colour.  The  director  of  the  museum  experimented 
on  a  large,  healthy  male  monkey,  who  was  first  bitten  on  the 
tail  by  a  brown  Cape  cobra,  the  "  Zibiba"  powder  being 
rubbed  in  one  minute  after  the  bite,  but  the  animal  died 
within  forty  minutes  from  cobra-venom  poisoning.  The 
so-called  cure  was  tested  under  proper  conditions  and  failed. 
The  matter  is  an  important  one  to  Colonists,  as  many  lives 
have  been  lost  owing  to  the  worthlessness  of  the  "  cure." 

Transvaal. 

Transvaal  Medical  Council  and  Pharmacy  Board 
Elections. — The  "  Union  Gazette"  of  September  30 
announces  that  the  following  have  been  nominated  by  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  as  members  of  the  Transvaal 
Medical  Council  :  The  medical  officer  of  health  for  the 
Transvaal  (or  officer  acting  as  such),  Dr.  H.  P.  Veale 
(Pretoria),  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Woodhouse  (Pretoria),  dental 
member.  As  members  of  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board  : 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  (Johannesburg)  and  Mr.  W.  Harvey 
(Heidelberg).  These  appointments  date  from  January  1, 
1911.  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
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Legal  Reports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

[Unless  where  otherwise  stated  the  actions  are  in  the  High 
Courts  of  Justice,  London.] 

Sight-testers'  Responsibilities. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  October  24,  before  Mr.  . 
Justice  Ridley  and  a  special  jury,  the  case  of  Markham  v. 
Wood  Abraham's  was  begun.  This  was  a  claim  by  Miss 
M.  H.  Markham,  living  at  Sale,  near  Manchester,  for 
damages  for  alleged  negligence  by  the  defendant,  Mr.  R. 
Thomas,  carrying  on  business  in  Manchester  as  Wood 
Abraham's,  in  supplying  her  with  spectacles  and  advice  re- 
garding her  eyesight,  in  consequence  of  which,  as  she 
alleged,  she  had  become  almost  blind  and  unable  to  con- 
tinue a  University  course.  The  defendant  denied  any 
negligence  and  said  he  was  an  optician  and  not  an  oculist, 
and  had  acted  properly  as  such. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  stated  that  Miss  Markham 
suffered  from  conical  cornea,  and  she  claimed  that 
if  she  had  received  proper  advice  from  the  defendant  she 
would  then  have  consulted  an  oculist  and  received  proper 
treatment.  She  first  went  to  the  defendant  in  September 
1907,  after  finding  that  reading  gave  her  headaches.  Mr. 
Thomas  described  himself  as  "  Qualified  optician;  London 
spectacle  specialist."  The  plaintiff's  father  went  with  her 
and  first  saw  Mr.  Thomas's  assistant,  Mr.  Ensor,  and  told 
him  she  wanted  her  eyes  tested.  He  tested  her  sight  and 
used  an  ophthalmoscope,  and  asked  her  a  number  of  ques- 
tions about  her  occupation  and  work.  He  said  her  bad 
sight  was  due  to  astigmatism  and  that  with  the  glasses  he 
would  give  her  she  would  have  good  sight,  and  might  in 
time  be  able  to  dispense  with  glasses.  In  Easter  1908  she 
again  went  to  the  premises  and  saw  Mr.  Thomas,  who 
tested  her  eyes  again  and  used  the  ophthalmoscope.  The 
glasses  were  altered  without  advantage.  In  June  1908  her 
sight  was  worse,  and  she  consulted  him  again  and  he  again 
used  the  ophthalmoscope.  She  asked  him  if  there  was  any- 
thing seriously  wrong.  He  replied,  "  No  "  ;  and  on  being 
asked  if  her  bad  sight  was  due  to  reading,  said  reading  was 
not  good  for  anybody.  The  glasses  were  again  altered. 
On  Easter  Saturday  1909  she  again  went  and  complained  of 
difficulty  in  reading,  and  was  supplied  with  reading-glasses. 
Her  sight  became  worse  and  worse  and  she  had  frequent 
headaches,  and  she  failed  in  her  final  examination.  She 
finally,  in  November  1909,  consulted  an  oculist,  Mr.  Wray, 
who  said  the  conical  cornea  must  have  existed  in  1907,  when 
she  first  consulted  the  defendant,  and  that  anyone  with 
knowledge  of  eyes  would  have  detected  this  condition  and 
forbidden  reading,  and  that  her  sight  would  probably  in 
that  way  have  been  preserved,  or,  in  any  case,  prolonged, 
but  that  in  1909  it  was  too  late  and  she  was  on  the  verge 
of  blindness. 

Plaintiff  gave  evidence  and  said  she  only  paid  defendant 
25.s.,  and  15s.  6d.  for  the  spectacles.  She  was  now  wearing 
glasses  prescribed  by  Mr.  Wray,  but  did  not  think  they 
were  almost  the  same  as  those  defendant  supplied,  but 
her  eight  was  much  better  when  wearing  Mr.  Wray's 
glasses.  Mr.  Wray,  F.R.C.S.,  ophthalmic  surgeon,  said 
eyesight  could  not  be  properly  tested  without  using  the 
ophthalmoscope.  The  glasses  supplied  by  defendant  were 
too  weak  by  half.  If  the  condition  of  plaintiff's  eyes  had 
been  detected  in  1907  she  would,  with  proper  advice,  have 
saved  one  eye,  and  perhaps  both.  In  cross-examination  Mr. 
Wray  said  he  had  not  taken  a  strong  view  against  opticians 
prescribing  spectacles  at  all  without  an  oculist's  prescrip- 
tion. It  was  not  safe  for  them  to  do  so  unless  they  could 
prove  the  eyes  were  healthy  or  diseased.  He  thought  an 
optician  should  not  supply  glasses  without  an  expert's 
advice,  and  had  frequently  expressed  that  opinion.  Conical 
cornea  could  not  be  cured,  its  progress  could  generally  only 
be  retarded.  Mr.  flarman,  ophthalmic  surgeon,  gave 
similar  evidence. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  L.  Ensor,  defendant's  assistant,  said 
he  tested  plaintiff's  sight  by  subjective  tests  and  may  have 
used  a  retinoscope.  He  told  her  the  defect  was 
astigmatism;  if  he  had  detected  conical  cornea,  which 
would  have  been  revealed  by  the  tests,  he  would  not  have 
fitted  glasses.     Mr.  Thomas,  defendant,  who  tested  the 


plaintiff's  eyes  in  1909,  found  considerable  changes  since 
the  previous  test.  He  possessed  the  certificates  of  the 
British  Optical  Association  and  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company.  He  always  sent  patients  to  an  oculist  where 
disease  was  detected,  but  he  did  not  detect  conical  cornea 
in  plaintiff's  case. 

On  October  26  further  evidence  for  the  defence  was 
given  by  Mr.  G.  Hartridge,  F.R.C.S.,  ophthalmic  lec- 
turer at  the  Westminster  Medical  School,  who  said  that 
conical  cornea  was  very  hard  to  detect  in  its  early  stages, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  an  optician's  duty  to  detect 
diseases  of  the  eye.  Mr.  Sidney  Stephenson,  F.R.C.S., 
said,  in  his  opinion,  the  glasses  supplied  by  defendant 
did  not  in  any  way  injure  plaintiff's  eyes.  Mr.  Ettles, 
F.R.C.S.,  gave  similar  evidence,  adding  that  he  considered1 
that  the  ordinary  optician  would  not  detect  conical  cornea 
by  ordinary  sight-testing  methods.  His  Lordship,  in 
summing  up,  pointed  out  that  the  defendant  is  not  a  pro- 
fessional man,  and  therefore  no  standard  of  skill  is  applic- 
able to  him.  People  order  glasses  as  they  do  telescopes, 
at  their  risk.  An  optician,  however,  is  bound  to  exercise 
reasonable  care.  If  he  found  some  disease  he  should  refer 
the  sufferer  to  an  oculist.  His  Lordship  alluded  to  the 
conflicting  expert  medical  evidence,  and  asked  when  the 
disease  ought  to  have  been  detected.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  suggestion  that  every  optician  ought  to  be  an 
oculist.  The  question  was  whether  the  defendant  or  his 
assistant  should  have  had  their  suspicions  aroused  as  to 
the  existence  of  disease.  When  the  jury  returned,  after 
an  absence  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  foreman  announced 
that  they  were  not  agreed,  and,  in  reply  to  the  Judge, 
said  the  disagreement  was  on  the  question  as  to  whether 
defendant  ought  to  have  discovered  the  existence  of 
conical  cornea.    The  jury  was  accordingly  discharged. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts  (Ireland). 

Haevex's  Aconite  Powders. 

At  the  Celbridge  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  October  24, 
before  Major  Thackeray,  R.M.  (in  the  chair),  and  other 
Magistrates,  three  summonses  at  the  suit  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  against  Mr.  Joseph  Dawson, 
shopkeeper,  Maynooth,  co.  Kildare,  were  heard.  The  first 
summons,  under  Section  30  of  the  1875  Act,  charged  the 
defendant  with  selling  on  May  6,  1910,  to  Maurice  Dufficey 
poisons — viz.,  aconitine,  also  emetic  tartar,  both  forming 
part  of  an  article  called  "  Harvey's  Aconite  Powders." 
The  second  summons  was  for  keeping  open  shop  for  retail- 
ing or  dispensing  the  poisons  referred  to,  and  the  third  was 
for  selling  the  poisons  without  labelling  with  his  name  and 
address,  and  without  entering  the  sale  in  the  poisons  book, 
contrary  to  Section  2  of  the  Poisons  Act.  Mr.  Wm.  Camp- 
bell Meeke,  solicitor  (of  Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Robinson),  con- 
ducted the  prosecution  on  behalf  of  the  Society.  The 
defendant  was  not  professionally  represented  in  court. 

Mr.  lvieeke,  in  the  course  of  his  statement,  said  the 
defendant  held  a  licence  for  the  sale  of  agricultural  and 
horticultural  poisons,  and  it  was  curious  that  although  he 
had  this  licence  since  May  1909,  when  Sergeant  Dufficey 
inspected  the  poisons  book  on  May  6  last  there  were  only 
three  entries  in  it — two  for  the  sale  of  sheep-dips  and  one 
for  the  sale  of  sugar  of  lead,  which  was  riot  a  scheduled 
poison.  Mr.  Thorpe,  the  public  analyst,  to  whom  the 
sergeant's  purchase  was  sent,  analysed  it,  and  found  that 
the  packet  contained  1^  grain  of  aconitine  and  about 
60  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  both  of  which  wrere  scheduled 
poisons  and  in  the  first  schedule.  One-twentieth  of  a  grain 
of  aconitine  was  a  fatal  dose,  and  the  lj  grain  would, 
therefore,  be  fatal  to  about  twenty-five  people.  Mr.  Meeke 
explained  the  law  of  the  case,  and  referred  to  the  sections- 
under  which  the  proceedings  were  taken. 

Sergeant  Dufficey,  R.I.C.,  proved  the  purchases. 

Mr.  Walter  Thorpe,  F.I.C.,  corroborated  the  statement 
as  to  his  analysis.  While  Mr.  Thorpe  was  under  examina- 
tion, a  telegram  was  handed  to  the  Bench  asking  that  the 
case  should  be  allowed  to  stand  for  an  hour  in  order 
to  enable  counsel  for  the  defendant  to  appear. 

Mr.  Meeke  said  he  had  no  objection. 

The  defendant  said  he  had  lost  a  good  deal  of  time  over 
the  transaction  already,  and  he  would  prefer  to  have  the 
case  dealt  with  then.  He  would  admit  the  offence.  At 
the  same  time  he  wished  to  say  that  he  had  sold  these 
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medicines  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  he  thought  he 
was  within  his  right  in  doing  so.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  evading  the  law  in  any  way. 

After  a  discussion  as  to  the  penalties,  Mr.  Meeke  with- 
drew the  summons  for  keeping  open  shop. 

The  Magistrates  fined  the  defendant  51.  on  the  summons 
for  selling  contrary  to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  2s.  6d.  on 
the  summons  under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act,  with  10s.  costs 
in  each  case. 

One  of  the  Magistrates  asked  Mr.  Meeke  whether  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  took  any  steps  to  give  publicity 
"to  the  results  of  prosecutions  such  as  the  present. — Mr. 
Meeke  said  that  except  as  regards  such  publicity  as  was 
given  through  the  Press,  he  did  not  think  the  Society  took 
any  other  steps  to  give  publicity  to  these  prosecutions. — 
The  Magistrate  said  he  .considered  wide  publicity  would 
he  most  advisable  in  the  interests  of  the  Society. — Mr. 
Meeke  concurred. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Section  15  :  Sale  of  XL-All  Insecticide  Without 
Licensed  Vendor's  Name  and  Address. 

At  the  Portsmouth  County  Court  on  October  20,  Judge 
■Gye  had  before  him  an  action  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  recover  under  Section  15  of  this  Act  a  penalty 
of  5/.  from  J.  G.  Bryson,  seedsman  and  licensed 
vendor  of  horticultural  poisons,  Portsmouth,  for  selling  a 
package  of  XL-All  insecticide  without  his  name  and 
address.  Mr.  F.  C.  Burley  appeared  for  the  Society,  and 
Mr.  A.  L.  Kent  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Kent  said  he  admitted  that  XL-All  insecticide  con- 
tained poison,  and  that  defendant  kept  open  shop. 

Mr.  Burley  then  said  it  was  a  question  whether  an 
offence  under  Section  15  had  been  committed  owing  to  non- 
■compliance  with  the  regulations  made  under  the  new  Act 
of  1908.  He  argued  that  it  did,  and  asked  his  Honour 
to  take  a  note,  because  in  all  probability,  whatever  the 
result,  the  case  would  go  to  appeal. 

His  Honour,  observing  that  a  shorthand  note  was  being 
taken,  got  the  approval  of  both  parties  to  adopt  the  short- 
hand note  as  his  note  in  the  event  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Burley,  continuing,  said  the  proceedings  here  were 
under  Section  15  of  the  1868  Act,  the  purpose  of  which  he 
•explained.  If  the  defendant  sold  poisons  he  had  to  comply 
with  certain  regulations  made  in  pursuance  of  the  new 
Act.  The  regulations  provided,  among  other  things,  that 
the  bottle  containing  the  poison  should  have  on  it  the  name 
and  address  of  the  seller.  The  effect  of  Section  2  of  the 
Act  of  1908  was  to  waive  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  for  the  moment,  providing  that  the  seedsman  got 
a  licence  from  the  local  authority  and  complied  with  the 
regulations  made.  The  regulation  which  affected  the  case 
was  Regulation  14,  requiring  that  the  vessel  or  recep- 
tacle containing  the  poison  should  be  distinctly  labelled 
with  the  name  and  substance  of  the  poison,  with  the  word 
"  Poison,"  and  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller, 
but  he  contended  that  on  non-compliance  with  that  regula- 
tion the  licensed  seller  of  poisons  reverted  back  to  the  con- 
dition of  non-licence  ;  he  was  in  the  position  that  he  would 
be  if  he  were  selling  poisons  not  being  a  registered  chemist 
or  a  licensed  person.  It  was  for  him  as  if  the  new  Act  of 
1908  had  never  been  passed,  and  he  was  liable  to  the 
penalty  of  Section  15  of  the  1868  Act.  His  friend  was 
contending  that  the  proceedings  should  have  been  under 
Section  17,  and  not  under  Section  15,  but  that  was  alto- 
gether a  different  matter.  It  would  have  been  perfectly 
open  for  him  to  have  proceeded  under  Section  17,  because, 
although  these  seedsmen,  and  suchlike  people,  had  now  the 
power  to  sell  poisons  providing  they  conformed  to  these 
regulations  set  forth  in  the  list  issued  by  the  Privy  Council, 
they  were  still  bound  to  comply  with  those  regulations ; 
they  were  also  bound  to  comply  with  the  regulations  set 
forth  in  Section  17  of  the  1868  Act,  for  there  was  in  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  1908  Act  a  saving  clause  which  said  they 
were  not  only  to  conform  to  the  regulations  as  to  the 
keeping,  etc.,  "but  nothing  in  this  section  shall  exempt 
any  person  so  licensed  from  the  requirements  of  any  other 
provision  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  or  of  the  Arsenic 
Act,  1851,  relating  to  poisons." 

His  Honour  :  Your  point  is  this,  is  it  not,  that  Section  2 
of  the  1908  Act  provides  that  certain  persons  under  certain 
limited  conditions  laid  down  may  sell  certain  poisons  for 


certain  purposes,  and  then  that,  excepting  as  to  a  parti- 
cular exception  therein  contained,  everybody  is  liable  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Section  15  ? 
Mr.  Burley  :  That  is  so. 

His  Honour  :  And  one  of  the  provisions  is  that  he  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  51.  for  certain  offences  ? 

Mr.  Burley  said  that  in  the  correspondence  which  had 
passed  between  them  relative  to  this  case  his  friend  had 
contended  that  the  proceedings  should  have  been  by  way 
of  Section  17,  and  not  by  way  of  Section  15,  but  he  (Mr. 
Burley)  would  show  that  Section  2  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1908,  referred  only  to  Section  15  of  the  Act  of  1868,  and 
not  to  Section  17  at  all.  It  started  off  by  saying  :  "  So 
much  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  makes  it  an  offence 
for  any  person  to  sell  or  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons,"  and  those  words  "  sell  or  keep  Open  shop 
related  exclusively  to  Section  15,  and  not  to  Section  17. 
Then  again,  though  of  course  his  Honour  was  not  bound 
by  that  in  any  way,  Chitty's  "  Statutes,"  a  recognised 
text-book,  had  reference  to  Section  12  as  being  the  section 
applicable,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  book  on  "Pharmacy 
Law  "  (p.  135)  was  to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Kent  objected,  pointing  out  this  was  but  the  opinion 
of  a  text-book. 

His  Honour  :  Is  the  writer  still  living  ? 

Mr.  Burley  :  Yes,  your  Honour. 

His  Honour  :  Is  he  on  the  Bench? 

Mr.  Burley  :  No,  your  Honour — not  yet. 

His  Honour  :  Then  I  am  afraid  we  cannot  have  it. 

Mr.  Burley  said  he  would  not  press  it,  but  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  was  an  authority  on  pharmacy  law,  having  made  it 
his  special  study. 

His  Honour  said  he  had  no  doubt  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was 
perfectly  correct  in  what  he  said  in  his  book. 

Mr.  Burley  mentioned  that  in  various  County  Courts 
similar  cases  had  been  heard,  and  in  all  cases  it  had  been 
decided  that  this  was  an  offence  under  Section  15,  and 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  penalty. 

He  then  called  Mr.  H.  Moon,  a  clerk  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  who  proved  that  defendant  was  not  a  regis- 
tered chemist  and  the  purchase  of  the  bottle  of  XL-All 
insecticide.  The  label  did  not  bear  the  name  and  address 
of  the  seller.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Kent,  witness  said  no 
offence  was  alleged  beyond  the  omission  of  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller  from  the  label. 

His  Honour  suggested  that  if  the  stuff  sold  was  worth 
anything  for  what  it  professed  to  do  the  seller  lost  a  good 
advertisement  by  omitting  to  have  his  name  and  address 
on  the  label. 

Mr.  Kent  said  it  was  a  pure  oversight.  He  then  went 
on  to  submit,  for  the  defence,  that  the  proceedings  should 
have  been  taken  under  Section  17  of  the  1868  Act,  and 
not  under  Section  15.  Defendant  was  duly  licensed  by 
local  authority,  and  his  licence  was  in  force  on  the  day 
this  purchase  was  made,  so  that  at  the  time  of  the_  sale 
he  was  entitled  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
for  certain  specific  purposes,  and  the  only  offence  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty  was  the  omission  to  have  his  name  and 
address  on  that  bottle  of  insecticide.  That  was  an  omis- 
sion which,  as  his  Honour  had  suggested,  would  be  to  his 
disadvantage  in  that  he  would  lose  the  advertisement  which 
he  would  otherwise  have  had.  Ssction  15  was  a  special 
section  put  into  the  Act  to  give  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  illicit  sale  of  poisons 
by  unregistered  people  to  the  prejudice  of  the  duly  regis- 
tered chemist,  and  special  powers  were  given  under  that 
section  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  recover  penalties 
in  the  County  Court  as  a  civil  debt,  and  to  apply  those 
penalties  to  their  own  use,  but  that  was  absolutely  the  only 
section  in  that  Act  which  gave  them  that  power,  and  that 
penalty  was  a  penalty  of  51.  pure  and  simple,  neither  more 
nor  less.    It  must  be  51.  or  nothing. 

His  Honour  :  Is  Section  15  the  only  one  which  deals 
with  it? 

Mr.  Kent  :  That  is  for  the  sale  of  and  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of. 

Mr.  Burley  said  that  Section  12  of  the  1852  Act  dealt 
with  that. 

His  Honour  :  That  applies  to  the  County  Court. 
Mr.  Kent  contended  that  the  offence  alleged  against  his 
client  was  one  not  for  the  County  Court,  under  Section  15, 
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but  for  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  under  Section  17, 
whereby  he  would  have  been  liable  for  a  penalty  "not 
exceeding  "  5/.  for  a  first  offence  on  conviction  before  two 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  mere  fact  of  his  being  licensed 
under  the  Act  of  1908,  and  the  mere  fact  of  his  omitting 
to  put  a  label  bearing  his  name  and  address  on  that  bottle, 
was  not  sufficient  to  render  him  liable  to  a  penalty  of  51. 
in  that  Court  under  Section  15  for  selling  and  keeping 
open  shop.  Supposing  he  had  on  that  day  sold  ninety- 
nine  other  bottles  of  poison  properly  labelled,  he  could  not 
be  charged  with  keeping  open  shop  because  he  had  sold 
this  one  improperly  labelled.  They  could  not  one  moment 
say  that  he  was  not  a  duly  registered  person  because 
he  sold  an  unlabelled  bottle,  and  a  minute  or  two  after- 
wards, when  he  sold  one  properly  labelled,  say  "  Oh,  yes, 
you  are  all  right  now ;  you  have  properly  labelled  that 
and  therefore  are  licensed  again."  He  might  be  liable 
under  Section  17,  but  not  under  Section  15. 

His  Honour  :  There  is  no  doubt  about  it,  that  under 
Section  17  he  could  proceed,  he  is  able  to  proceed.  What 
you  have  to  show  is  that  he  is  not  able  to  proceed  under 
Section  15.  The  way  Mr.  Burley  puts  it  is  this  :  True, 
he  may  proceed  under  Section  17,  but  he  may  also  proceed 
under  Section  15  if  he  likes.  You  have  to  show  that  he 
must  not.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  he  has  elected  to  proceed 
under  Section  15,  and  it  rests  upon  you  to  show  that  he  is 
wrong. 

Mr.  Kent  :  I  ask  if  it  is  common  sense  to  suggest  that 
a  man  who  is  duly  licensed  to  sell  poisons  by  the  local 
authorities  is  guilty  of  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  and  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  51.  simply  because  he 
does  not  put  on  a  label  ? 

His  Honour  :  I  just  want  to  get  at  this,  because  it  is  one 
of  those  nice  juggles  between  sections  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. On  which  do  you  rely,  Mr.  Burley  ?  Which  says 
he  must  have  his  name  and  address  on  the  label  ? 

Mr.  Burley  replied  that  it  was  set  forth  in  Order  14.  He 
had  his  licence  providing  he  complied  with  Regulation  14, 
but  failing  to  comply  his  licence  became  void,  and  Sec- 
tion 15  of  the  Act  applied. 

Mr.  Kent  said  that  Section  17  would  .apply  also  to  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist  who  sold  a  bottle  of  poison  im- 
properly labelled  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  in  this  case, 
but  it  would  not  be  for  a  moment  suggested  that  that  made 
him  any  the  less  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  liable  to 
be  charged  with  keeping  open  shop. 

His  Honour  pointed  out  that  when  Section  15  was 
enacted  there  was  no  power  on  the  part  of  seedsmen  or 
others  than  registered  chemists  to  sell  this,  or  any  stuff 
like  it,  and  therefore  the  two  sections — Sections  15  and 
17 — were  specially  provided  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
that  time.  Then  in  1908  the  restrictions  were  relaxed  by 
the  Act  of  that  year,  and  then  it  was  stated  that  if  certain 
conditions  were  complied  with  certain  persons  and  shops 
might  sell  poisons  for  agricultural  purposes.  They  made 
no  reference  in  that  section  to  any  penalty  or  anything  of 
the  kind,  but  they  said  :  "Nothing  in  this  section  shall 
exempt  any  person  so  licensed  from  the  requirements  of 
any  other  provision  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  relating 
to  poisons,"  and  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868.  as  contained  in  Section  17  provides  the  penalty,  and 
provides  proceeding  before  Magistrates  to  recover ;  and 
another  power  exists  in  Section  15  of  the  Act  of  1868 
which  says  that  anyone  who  breaks  any  of  the  regulations 
made  for  the  time  being  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  5/. 

Mr.  Kent  :  I  do  not  think  Section  15  provides  that. 

His  Honour  :  Yes;  "fail  to  conform  with  any  regula- 
tion as  to  the  keeping,  transporting,  or  selling  of  poisons." 
Speaking  generally,  how  do  you  get  out  of  the  1868  Act  ? 

Mr.  Kent  :  I  do  not  quite  follow  your  Honour. 

His  Honour  :  Well,  I  put  it  in  that  form  because  I  want 
to  invite  you  to  show  how  you  are  liable  to  prosecution 
under  Section  17,  and  not  under  Section  15.  Why  may 
there  not  be  two  remedies? 

Mr.  Kent  said  that  if  the  Act  of  1908  had  not  been 
passed  he  would  agree  that  they  would  have  been  liable 
for  selling  that  bottle  even  if  it  had  had  a  proper  label 
and  everything  else,  because  they  would  have  been  keeping 
open  shop,  not  beins;  a  duly  registered  chemist ;  but  the 
Act  of  1908,  for  certain  limited  purposes,  extended  to 
seedsmen  and  others  the  same  power  as  were  given  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  under  the  Act  of   1868.  The 


Act  of  1868  said  that  even  pharmaceutical  chemists  must* 
conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  made  under  that  Act, 
and  it  could  not  be  suggested  that  because  they  failed  to- 
put  a  proper  label  on  the  bottle  they  as  chemists  could  be 
charged  with  keeping  open  shop.  Section  17  would  have- 
no  force  whatever  if  that  were  to  be  held.  Then  on  the- 
back  of  the  licence  was  set  out  in  full  Section  17,  but  there- 
was  no  ref  erence  whatever  to  Section  15. 

His  Honour  :  But  there  are  the  existing  regulations,  you? 
know,  requiring  that  any  poisonous  substance,  and  so  on, 
shall  have  the  word  "  Poison  "  and  the  name  and  address; 
of  the  seller  on  it. 

Mr.  Kent  :  I  agree. 

His  Honour  :  And  if  the  poison  is  sold  without  the  name- 
and  address  of  the  seller  on  it  that  is  a  breach  of  the  regu- 
lation which  is  in  force  at  the  time  being,  and  then  the- 
words  "  shall  fail  to  conform  to  any  regulation  as  to  the- 
keeping  or  selling  of  poisons  made  in  pursuance  of  this- 
Act."  The  only  question  in  my  mind  is  whether  these- 
regulations  were  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  1868. 
It  seemed  to  him  at  first  sight  they  were  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Act  of  1908. 

Mr.  Kent  agreed. 

His  Honour  :  What  you  say  is  that  Section  15  does  not 
provide  for  this  special  thing,  the  absence  of  the  name- 
and  address,  and  the  Order  in  Council  only  applies  to  the; 
Act  of  1908  ? 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  that  was  so. 

The  case  was  at  this  point  adjourned  for  a  week. 
Company  Managership. 

Judge  Bacon  has  dismissed  the  action  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  against  the  Cheapest  Cash  Chemist,  Ltd., 
583  Commercial  Road,  London,  E.,  to  recover  the  sum  of 
51.  alleged  to  have  been  incurred  by  the  defendants  for' 
carrying  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  the- 
same  not  being  conducted  by  a  duly  registered  manager,, 
and  the  name  and  certificate  of  the  manager  not  being  ex- 
hibited. The  first  hearing  was  reported  in  the  C.  ,<£•  />.,. 
August  20,  p.  305.  At  the  resumed  hearing  on  October  14.. 
evidence  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  business  was  given, 
and  an  agreement  was  put  in  showing  that  the  business 
was  sold  three  days  before  the  alleged  offence  to  Mr. 
J.  J.  Laws,  who  stated  in  evidence  that  if  anyone  was 
liable  it  was  he.  His  Honour,  in  deciding  for  the  defen- 
dants, said  he  gave  them  the  benefit  of  the  very  strong: 
doubt. 


Bankruptcy  Reports. 


Re  S.  Brandon  &.  Co.  (Samuel  Brandon,  trading  as)',. 
Grocers'  and  Druggists'  Sundriesmen,  33  Whitehorse  Lane, 
Stepney. — The  creditors  under  this  failure  met  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  24.  Liabilities  354?.  14s., 
against  assets  11.,  were  reported.  The  following  are  the  prin- 
cipal creditors,  viz.  :  M.  Beame,  vaseline  merchant,  Brussels, 
12Z. ;  Crosbie  &  Co.,  druggists,  London,  10Z. ;  Daisy,  Ltd.,. 
Leeds,  11Z.  ;  Matthews  &  Willow,  pill  manufacturers,  Dock- 
head,  10Z. ;  Shirley  Bros.,  London,  54?. 

Re  Alexander  Franklin  Collins,  97  Stockwell  Road.. 
S.W.,  Eucalypti  Manufacturer.— The  first  meeting  of  credi- 
tors was  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  25, 
before  Mr  W.  P.  Bowyer,  Assistant  Official  Receiver.  The- 
receiving  order  was  made  on  the  petition  of  John  Bull,  Ltd., 
and  Odhams,  Ltd.,  who  claimed  115Z.  5s.  10(Z.  for  taxed  costs-; 
of  an  action  unsuccessfully  brought  by  the  debtor  in  respect  of 
an  alleged  libel  which  appeared  in  "  John  Bull."  Mr.  Dunn- 
(Dunn,  Baker  &  Co.)  attended  for  the  petitioning  creditors, 
and  stated  that  the  debtor  is  now  engaged  by  the  Anti- 
Socialistic  League  as  a  lecturer  in  the  North.  The  only 
assets  were  850  founders'  shares  in  the  Collins  Eucalypti 
Remedy  Company,  Leeds,  but  the  Somerset  House  authori- 
ties, he*  believed,  were  striking  the  company  off  the  register, 
and  he  placed  no  value  on  the  shares.  The  case  was  left  with- 
the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  bankruptcy. 

Re  Shrag-er  Bros..  4  Lloyd's  Avenue,  E.C.,  also  at  Cal- 
cutta and  elsewhere.  Merchants.— At  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  October  20,  an  application  for  discharge  was  made- 
to  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater  by  Isaac  Shrager,  a  partner  in  the- 
above  firm.  Particulars  of  the  bankruptcy  have  been  given 
in  previous  issues  of  the  C.  &  D.  The  trustee  reported  that 
the  provable  debts  amounted  to  229,735?.  The  estate  had 
realised  23,436?.,  and  a  dividend  of  Is.  M.  in  the  pound  had 
been  paid.    Applicant  attributed  the  failure  to  the  action  of 
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the  firm's  bankers  in  withdrawing  financial  facilities.  One 
<of  his  partners  ascribed  it  also  to  the  shortage  of  the  jute  crop, 
and  apparently  155,000/.  of  the  deficiency  was  in  respect  of 
losses  on  contracts  for  the  forward  delivery  of  jute  and 
gunnies.  The  Official  Receiver  reported  that  the  failure  had 
"been  brought  on  by  rash  and  hazardous  speculation.  The 
■discharge  was  granted,  subject  to  the  minimum  suspension  of 
rtwo  years. 

Gazette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

.Arnott,  E.  C,  and  Halliday,  C.  H.,  photographic  mount 
manufacturers,  Leeds,  under  the  style  of  Arnott,  Halli- 
day &  Co. 

-Ashwohth,  F.H.S.,  and  Gahstang,  W.,  surgeons,  etc.,  Huck- 
nall  Torkard,  under  the  style  of  Ashworth  and  Garstang. 

T3est.  W.  H.,  and  Jobson,  T.  B.,  physicians,  etc.,  Ilford,  under 
the  style  of  Best  &  Jobson. 

Duthie,  C.  W.,  and  Redfearn,  J.  A.,  chemical  manufacturers, 
Heckmondwike,  under  the  style  of  Duthie  &  Redfearn. 

Warn,  W.  H.,  and  Thorpe,  H.,  patentees  and  vendors  of  an 
instrument  for  alleviating  deafness,  Old  Trafforcl,  Man- 
chester, under  the  style  of  the  Eardrum  Vibrator  Co. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Barton-Wright,  Edward  William,  Albemarle  Street, 
London,  W.,  therapeutical  specialist. 

Weedon,  William  George  (lately  trading  as  W.  G.  Weedon 
&  Co.),  Rectory  Square,  Stepney,  London,  E.  (late  Heath 
Street,  Stepney),  lately  mineral-water  manufacturer. 

Adjudications. 
Ruck,  William,  Pickering,  Yorks,  medical  practitioner. 
Wall,  Douglas  Larmer,  Hoo  Street,  Werburg,  Kent,  surgeon. 

The  following  amended  notice  is  substituted  for  that  pub- 
lished in  the  "  London  Gazette  "  of  September  13,  1910  : 
Hailstone,  William  Edward,  Hadlow,  Kent,  chemist. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  m?an  Private  Ccmnny  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1507,  ari'l  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 


Ideal  Table  Water  Supply,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  2,0007.,  in 
"11.  shares.  The  first  directors  are  Henry  W.  Gaze,  E.  T. 
Gaze,  H.  C.  Gaze,  H.  H.  Harrison,  C.  M.  Willmott,  and 
A.  B.  C.  Wilson.    R.O.,  110  Derby  Road,  Long  Eaton. 

H.  Ward  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
'Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
■dealers  in  medical  and  surgical  rubber  goods,  anatomical  and 
surgical  appliances,  and  chemists'  sundries,  etc.  R.O., 
•4  Churchill  Road,  Homerton. 

Lotil  Soap,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  6,000?.,  in  17.  shares. 
"Objects:  To  take  over  from  John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas,  Ltd., 
■the  sole  right  to  manufacture  and  sell  "  Lotil  "  soap  and 
preparations  and  "  Zardol  "  cleansing  preparations.  The 
first  directors  are  E.  W.  Lucas  and  J.  S.  Hills. 

Bates  (Stanley),  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  300/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
■Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
extractors  and  stoppers  of  teeth,  dental  mechanics,  etc.  The 
first  directors  ore  H.  J.  Bates,  T.  Cross,  and  J.  G.  Eltring- 
Tiam.    R.O.,  Front  Street,  Stanley,  Durham. 

Cambridge  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.O.). — Registered  in  Dublin. 
"Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry 
on  the  business  of  grocers,  druggists,  etc.,  carried  on  by 
R.  Cambridge  at  Carrickfergus,  co.  Antrim,  as  "  Cambridge 
•&  Co."  The  first  directors  are  R.  Cambridge  and  T.  R. 
Cambridge.    R.O.,  High  Street,  Carrickfergus. 

Melville,  Martin,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000/..  in  1/.  shares 
(500  6  per  cent,  non-cumulative  preference).  Objects :  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  soap,  disinfectant,  tallow,  fat,  grease, 
and  general  manufacturers,  etc.  The  first,  directors  are  A.  A. 
Whittingham-Jones,  P.  W.  Ardran,  and  G.  Dickinson  (all 
permanent).    R.O.,  41  Castle  Street,  Liverpool. 


Company  News. 

Bulgarian  Sour-milk  Co.,  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily  wound 
up.  Liquidator,  Mr.  F.  G.  Bristow,  119  Stratford  Road, 
Plaistow,  Essex. 

Borax  Consolidated,  Ltd. — The  directors  announce  an 
Interim  dividend  of  Is.  per  share,  less  income-tax,  on  the 
deferred  ordinary  shares  in  respect  of  the  year  ended  Sep- 
tember 30  last. 

Provincial  Co-operative  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. — To  be  volun- 
tarily wound  up.    Liquidator,  Mr.  J.  B.  Reeves,  23  Queen 


Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  Meeting  of  creditors  to  be  held 
at  the  offices  of  W.  B.  Keen  &  Co.,  chartered  accountants, 
23  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G.,  on  November  2,  at  2.15  p.m. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— The  annual  report  shows 
that,  after  allowing  for  depreciations,  debenture  interest, 
renewals,  etc.,  there  is  a  net  profit  of  10.901/.  To  this  is  added 
15,177/.  from  the  previous  year.  Three  years'  preference 
dividends  are  due,  and  the  directors  now  propose  paying  one 
and  a-half  year's  dividend — namely,  10i  per  cent.  This 
leaves  15,582/.  to  carry  to  next  account.  Over  16,000/.  has 
been  spent  in  additional  plant  to  introduce  new  sources  of 
revenue.  The  report  states  that  the  benefit  therefrom  will 
be  gradual,  but,  it  is  believed,  permanent. 

A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.— The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  was  held  on  October  26,  at  the  Holborn  Restau- 
rant, London,  W.C,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt  presiding.  The 
Chairman  alluded  to  the  very  satisfactory  state  of  the  com- 
pany's finances,  the  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  (for  the  seven- 
teenth year)  having  not  only  been  fully  earned,  but  185,219/. 
had  been  provided  from  the  profits  for  depreciation,  leasehold 
redemption,  etc.  Reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Joseph  Beecham  is  now  a  director,  and  had  relieved  the 
Chairman  of  his  journeys  to  the  United  Stnt^s,  whence  he  is 
now  returning,  after  a  visit  in  the  interests  of  his  own  and  the 
company's  business.  The  subsequent  speakers  said  many  com- 
plimentary things  regarding  the  way  the  company  is  managed, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  the  Chairman  had 
proposed,  vyas  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  E.  H.  Byas  was  re- 
elected a  director. 


Mortgages  and  Charges. 

Under  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1908,  Sec.  93,  the 
mortgages  or  charges  therein  specified  are  (except  in  Scot- 
land) void  against  the  liquidator  and  any  creditor  of  the 
company  unless  filed  with  the  Registrar  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

Full  statutory  particulars  of  the  following  have  been  filed  at 
Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 

IF.  /.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Conveyance  of  land  at  Mitcham, 
dated  October  14,  1910,  by  way" of  collateral  security  for 
125,000/.  4  per  cent,  first  mortgage  debenture  stock,  and  sup- 
plemental, inter  alia,  to  debenture  trust  deed  of  April  29,  1897. 
Trustees  :  R.  Wigram  and  J.  F.  Clarke. 

/.  Savage  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Mortgage  dated  October  1,  1910,  to 
secure  470/.  8s.,  charged  on  house  at  Manningham,  Bradford. 
Holders  :  Halifax  Permanent  Benefit  Building  Society. 


Business  Changes. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Ingrouille,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Tilley,  Wareham. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Kennerley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  W.  Duckworth,  Town  Street, 
Duffield,  near  Derby. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Boultbee.  chemist  and  druggist,  109  Rosen- 
dale  Road,  West  Dulwich,  London,  S.E.,  has  sold  his 
business  to  Mr.  Wallace. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Atherton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  ac- 
quired the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  P.  Harrison  at 
162  Boundary  Road,  St.  Helens. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Boardman,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Grantham,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  T.  H. 
Owain-Jones  at  Abergele,  North  Wales. 

Mr.  David  J.  Davies.  chemist  and  druggist,  115  High 
Street,  Swansea,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Messrs. 
J.  &  D.  G.  Rees,  chemists  and  pharmacists,  of  Swansea. 
Messrs.  Rees  have  now  three  businesses  in  Swansea. 

Mr.  H.  Coates,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  T.  Read  at  York  Town,  Camberley. 
Mr.  Coates  was  for  some  time  senior  assistant  to  Messrs. 
Roberts  &  Co.,  Bond  Street,  W.,  and  had  been  manager 
of  Mr.  Read's  business  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Mr.  Edmund  White,  late  of  Messrs.  Alfred  White 
&  Sons,  has  been  appointed  London  agent  for  Messrs. 
S.  H.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Stratford,  and  Messrs.  Davies 
Brothers.  Manchester.  Mr.  White's  offices  are  at  2  St. 
Dunstan's  Hill,  Great  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C. 

The  offices,  warehouse,  and  factories  of  Messrs.  J.  &  E. 
Atkinson,  Ltd.,  the  well-known  manufacturers  of  per- 
fumes and  toilet-preparations,  have  been  combined  and 
transferred  to  new  and  more  extensive  premises  at  Eonia 
Works,  Southwark  Park  Road,  Bermondsey,  London,  S.E. 
The  retail  establishment  will  remain  at  the  old  address, 
24  Old  Bond  Street,  W. 
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Birth. 


McCay. — At  the  Medical  Hall,  Castlederg,  on  October  17, 
the  wife  of  E.  McCay,  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 


Marriages. 


Melrose — Nimmo. — At  Glenone,  Innerleithen,  by  the 
Bev.  James  Boyd,  on  October  22,  Thomas  Melrose, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Barrow-in-Furness,  to  Marion,  third 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nimmo,  Innerleithen. 

Wink — Dowson. — At  Esher  Parish  Church,  by  the 
Rev.  K.  Floyer,  on  October  1,  Ian  Gordon  Sellar  Wink, 
third  son  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Adam  Wink,  Ph.C,  of 
London,  to  Alice  Maude,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
Withers  Dowson,  of  New  Zealand. 


Deaths. 


Burck. — In  our  last  issue  (p.  615)  reference  was  made  to 
the  death  of  Dr.  Melchior  Treub,  late  Director  of  Agri- 
culture in  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  On  September  25  Dr. 
William  Burck,  one  of  Treub's  assistants  at  Buitenzorg, 
Java,  died  at  Leyden,  where  he  had  resided  since  his  re- 
tirement from  the  Dutch  Colonial  Service  in  1902.  Burck 
was  born  at  Monnikendam  on  February  4,  1848,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Haarlem  High  School  and  at  Leyden  Uni- 
versity, where,  like  Treub,  he  was  a  student  under  the 
botanist  Suringar.  After  holding  appointments  in  the 
High  Schools  of  Leyden  and  Apeldoorn,  he  joined  Treub 
at  Buitenzorg  in  1881,  and  acted  as  his  assistant  until  1893. 
when  he  became  Director  of  the  Coffee  Experimental 
Station  at  Batavia,  a  position  he  held  until  his  retirement 
in  1902.  Burck  did  a  great  deal  of  scientific  work  in  plant 
anatomy,  plant  physiology,  systematic  botany,  and  the 
cultivation  of  economic  plants.  Among  his  best  work  is 
that  on  the  resin  canals  of  the  Dipterocarpacece,  on  the 
secretion  of  gutta-percha,  and  on  the  flowers  of  liubiacece 
(including  coffee,  cinchona,  and  gambier). 

Elliot.— At  Sydney,  N.S.W. ,  last  week,  Mr.  George 
Elliott,  senior  director  of  Elliott  Bros.,  Ltd.,  O'Connell 
Street,  Sydney,  and  Brisbane.  Mr.  George  Elliott  was  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Elliott,  the  founder  of  the  business, 
who  died  five  years  ago.  The  company  is  very  widely 
known  in  Australia,  the  manufactory  at  Rozelle  occupying 
over  sixteen  acres  of  ground. 

Firman. — On  October  14,  Mr.  Henry  Elliston  Firman, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Selhurst  Road,  South  Norwood, 
London,  S.E.,  aged  sixty-four. 

Montgomerie. — At  Summerfield,  Lenzie,  on  October  19, 
Mr.  James  Montgomerie,  retired  manufacturing  chemist. 

Philpott. — On  October  16,  Mr.  James  Richard  Philpott, 
chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Newnham,  Gloucester- 
shire, aged  seventy-five.  The  phar- 
macy of  which  Mr.  Philpott  was 
proprietor  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
West  Country,  being  established  by 
his  father  in  1826.  Mr.  Philpott  took 
a  keen  interest  in  the  public  work  of 
Newnham,  and  for  thirty  years  was  a 
member  of  the  Urban  Council.  He 
was  also  churchwarden  for  many 
years,  being  re-elected  a  sidesman  last 
Easter.  Mr.  Philpott  was  a  large 
shareholder  in  the  Newnham  Gas  Co., 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
director.  He  leaves  a  widow,  but  no 
family.  The  funeral  took  place  on 
October  20,  and  was  largely  attended. 

Laurie. — At  34  Hillside  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  on  October 
23.  Mr.  James  M.  Laurie,  chemist  and  druggist,  255  Canon- 
gate,  aged  fifty.  Mr.  Laurie's  death  took  place  quite  sud- 
denly.   He  was  an  ardent  Freemason,  and  held  office  on 


Mr.  J.  R.  Philpott. 


several  occasions  in  the  Lodge  Canongate,  Kilwinning;  lie 
was  also  an  ex-Captain  for  Canongate  Ward  (High; 
Constables). 

Tulloch. — At  6  Lansdowne  Road,  Newton-on-Ayr,  or* 
October  23,  Grace  Anderson  Binnie,  wife  of  Mr. 
James  B.  Tulloch,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Wilson. — At  St.  Cowan's,  South  Stoke  Eoad,  Combe- 
Down,  Bath,  on  October  22,  Mr.  Joseph  Wilson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  11  George  Street,  Bath,  aged  seventy-five.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  in  business  before  1868,  and  for  many  years- 
was  in  partnership  with  the  late  Alderman  E.  D.  Commans. 


Recent  Wills. 


Me.  Samuel  Allen  Smith,  Wendover  Lodge.  Avenue  Road,. 
Leamington,  retired  pharmaceutical  and  analytical  chemist^ 
who  died  on  September  17.  left  estate  valued  at  12,603?.  grossr 
with  net  personalty  of  9,932?. 

Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Worringham,  Clifton  House,  62  Wick- 
ham  Road,  Brockley,  London,  S.E.,  oil-refiner,  turpentine  and 
tar  distiller,  of  Messrs.  Worringham  &  Co.,  of  Deptford,  and 
of  Smith  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Stratford,  who  died  August  27,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  49,387?.  6s.  4c?.,  of  which  the  net 
personalty  has  been  sworn  at  49,285?.  5s.  4<Z. 

Mr.  Edmund  Dawson  Rogers,  of  Rose  Villa,  Hendon  Laner 
Finchley,  N.,  founder  of  the  National  Press  Agency,  at  one- 
time a  chemist,  and  afterwards  first  manager  of  the  "  Eastern 
Daily  Press  "  (Norwich),  who  died  September  28,  aged 
seventy,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  7,383?.  9s.  Id.,  of  which 
the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  7,348?.  6s.  lit?. 


Personalities. 

Notes  for  this  section  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements, 
and  they  should  be  authenticated  when  sent  to  the  Editor. 


Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Bart.,  has  returned  from  his  visit 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Colonel  W.  F.  Wyley  has  been  re-elected  President  of 
the  Coventry  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Sage,  chemist,  Lostwithiel,  Cornwall, 
informs  us  that  he  is  not  seeking  re-election  to  the  local 
Town  Council. 

Mr.  James  Welch,  of  Messrs.  Thomson  &  Taylor, 
Bombay,  leaves  London  this  week,  and  will  sail  from 
Trieste  to  Bombay  on  November  2. 

Mr.  J.  Forrest  Kerr,  F.C.S.,  manager  of  Messrs. 
Felton  &  Grimwade's  laboratories  in  Melbourne,  has  con- 
cluded his  visit  to  this  country,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Kerr 
sail  from  Tilbury  this  week  on  their  return.  They  have 
much  enjoyed  the  visit,  and  have  benefited  in  health 
by  it. 

Dr.  James  K.  Fowler,  senior  physician  to  the  Middle- 
sex Hospital,  and  Mr.  A.  Pearce  Gould,  senior  surgeon  to 
the  hospital,  were  knighted  by  King  George  V.  on  Wed- 
nesday, when  his  Majesty  invested  them  with  the  Insignia 
of  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order. 
They  had  attended  the  late  Prince  Francis  of  Teck. 

Mr.  H.  London,  chemist  and  dentist,  late  of  Warrnam- 
bool,  Vic,  will  be  sailing  for  New  York  from  Liverpool 
on  November  15.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  London  have  had  an  ex- 
cellent holiday  in  the  Old  Country.  They  will  travel  from 
New  York  across  country  to  Vancouver,  and  in  sailing  to 
Sydney  will  call  at  Fiji.  They  hope  to  reach  Sydney  on 
Boxing  Day. 

Major  R.  H.  Treweeks,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pem- 
broke, was  the  recipient  of  a  Territorial  decoration  at  the 
annual  prize  distribution  of  the  4th  Battalion  Welsh 
Regiment  on  October  17.  In  handing  the  decoration  to 
the  gallant  Major,  Colonel  Meyrick  paid  a  high  encomium 
to  his  services  as  an  officer.  "It  was,"  he  said,  "the 
King  who  had  made  the  presentation  to  Major  Treweeks, 
and  he  (the  Colonel)  was  only  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
handing  it  to  him."  Major  Treweeks  has  served  in  the 
Volunteers  for  twenty-one  years. 
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Trade  Notes. 


Messrs.  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  been  awarded  a  gold 
medal  for  Idris  mineral  waters  exhibited  at  the  Buenos 
Aires  Exhibition. 

"  Kompressenge." — Messrs.  Davies,  Sons  &  Co.,  Bridge 
Street,  Derby,  have  registered  this  word  as  a  trade-mark 
for  a  series  of  official  and  officinal  lozenges  which  they 
make  with  lozenge  and  fruit  bases.  The  samples  which 
they  have  submitted  to  us  are  excellent.  Any  subscriber 
who  would  like  to  see  them  should  write  to  the  firm. 

Spray  List.— Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Char 
lotte  Street,  London,  E.C.,  have  issued  a  special  booklet, 
which  gives  particulars  of  the  various  spray-apparatus 
they  have  devised  for  the  throat  and  nose.  The  retail 
prices  only  are  given.  Messrs.  Hewlett  invite  chemists 
in  large  centres  to  act  as  their  agents  for  these  sprays 
on  special  terms. 

P.A.T.A.  Protected  List. — The  additions  in  October 
are:  Bishop's  Natural  Saline;  additional,  Harvey's  pre- 
parations ;  additional,  Mulhen's  preparations ;  Nerome 
toilet  preparations ;  additional,  Piesse  &  Lubin's  prepara 
tions ;  Sanitas  Improved  Pattern  Fumigator ;  Sirolin ; 
Tiz  ;  additional,  Wander's  preparations;  and,  additional, 
Yardley's  preparations. 

Brussels  Exhibition. — Messrs.  H.  Salle  et  Cie.,  4  Rue 
Elzevir,  Paris,  publish  a  special  number  of  their  "  Annales 
de  la  Drogue  et  de  ses  Derives,"  which  is  devoted  to  their 
exhibit  at  the  Brussels  Exhibition.  This  was  in  Class  54, 
raw  products  of  the  soil  and  sea,  and  consisted  of  specimens 
of  scammony,  agar-agar,  Peru  balsam,  salep,  cinnamon, 
guarana,  and  nutmegs.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  ex- 
hibit is  that  not  only  are  the  various  kinds  of  the  drugs 
shown  but  also  the  implements  employed  in  the  collecting 
or  harvesting.  The  number  of  the  "  Annales  "  to  which  we 
have  referred  contains  articles  describing  in  detail  the 
collecting  and  preparation  of  agar-agar,  scammony,  and 
Peru  balsam.  Messrs.  Salle  have  been  awarded  a  Grand 
Prix  for  their  Brussels  exhibit. 

Chameleon  Oil. — This  liniment,  made  by  the  Chameleon 
Oil  Co..  Ltd.,  45  Eden  Grove,  Holloway,  London,  N., 
has  been  before  the  public  for  some  four  years,  and  has 
already  attained  a  good  reputation  as  a  trustworthy  pre- 
paration for  general  family  use.  It  is,  moreover,  sold  at 
a  price  which  ensures  a  fixed  profit  to  the  retailer,  the 
proprietors  having  decided  on  adopting  the  P.A.T.A.  plan 
when  first  introducing  their  goods  to  the  trade.  A  recent 
examination  of  Chameleon  oil  has  shown  that  it  is  made 
from  a  formula  devised  on  scientific  lines  and  of  un- 
doubted therapeutic  efficacy.  Besides  the  ordinary  variety 
intended  for  human  use,  another  kind  is  put  up  for  em- 
ployment in  veterinary  cases.  This  veterinary  oil  pos- 
sesses a  curious  property  of  locating  rheumatism.  For 
instance,  when  an  animal  becomes  lame,  the  position  of 
the  affected  tendon  is  not  always  obvious ;  but  after  apply- 
ing a  leg-lotion  made  by  diluting  Chameleon  with  water 
the  affected  part  swells,  and  thus  locates  the  injury. 

Another  Competition  in  connection  with  Wright's  coal- 
tar  soap  is  being  advertised  in  the  London  and  provincial 
Press,  and  it  has  in  it  the  elements  of  a  scheme  which  will 
take  the  public  fancy.  Competitors  are  required  to  name 
the  eight  most  popular  British  flowers,  the  decision  of  the 
majority  deciding  the  order  in  which  these  are  to  be  placed. 
A  cheque  for  50?.  is  offered  as  a  prize.  The  point  of  special 
interest  to  retailers  of  Wright's  soap  is  that  each  com- 
petitor must  enclose  with  his  letter  the  wrapper  of  a  cake 
of  the  soap,  which  means  that  a  fillip  must  be  given  to  the 
sale  of  the  soap.  To  help  on  the  competition  as  far  as 
chemists  are  concerned,  the  proprietors  of  the  soap — 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  Southwark 
Street,  London,  S.E. — are  offering  to  distribute  to  chemists 
who  make  window-displays  of  Wright's  soap  a  large 
supply  of  particulars  of  the  competition  for  counter  use, 
together  with  free  gifts  of  either  calendars,  telephone 
lists,  soap-drainers,  painting-books,  or  engagement-cards. 
The  particulars  regarding  this  liberal  offer  are  given  in 
the  first  three  pages  of  this  issue,  and  are  worth  the  prompt 
attention  of  our  readers. 


Chemical  Society. 


THE  firet  meeting  of  the  present  session  was  held  at  Bur- 
lington House.  Piccadilly,  W., on  Thursday,  October  20, 
Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  F.R.S.,  presiding.  Of  the  long  list 
of  papers  only  four  were  read.  Two  of  these  were  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Frank  Tutin,  of  the  Wellcome  Chemical  Re- 
search Laboratories.    The  first  was  on 

The  Constitution  of  Eriodictyol,  of  Homoericdictyol, 

AND  OF  HeSPERITIN. 

At  the  1906  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Dr.  Power  and  Mr.  Tutin  described  the 
isolation  of  two  crystalline  substances  of  phenolic  nature 
from  the  leaves  of  Eriodictyon  calif ornicum  [C.  <£■  D.,  1906, 
II.,  p.  570).  These  two  substances  were  shown  to  possess 
the  formulas  C15H,,06  and  C16Hld06  respectively,  and  were 
designated  eriodictyol  and  homoeriodictyol.  The  latter 
(C16H1406)  is  isomeric  with  hespcritin,  a  hydrolytic  product 
of  the  glucoside  hesperidin,  and  it  was  at  once  observed 
that  these  two  substances  presented  certain  similarities 
which  suggested  that  they  might  be  related  structurally. 
Hesperitin  was  examined  by  Tiemann  and  Will  (Ber..  1881, 
14,  970),  who  found  that  on  hydrolysis  it  yielded  phloro- 
glucinol  and  isoferulic  acid  (3-hydroxy-4-methoxycinnamic 
acid),  and  they  accordingly  represented  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing constitutional  formula  : 


CH3.0 


 OH 

)<^      ^.CH  :  CH.CO  Q.<^  \> 

HO  OH 

Hesperitin  (Tiemann  and  Will). 

This  formula  received  support  from  the  work  of  A.  G. 
Perkin  (Trans.  Chem.  Soc,  1898,  73,  1037),  who  prepared 
acetylhesperitin  and  recorded  results  which  seemed  to 
prove  that  this  compound  was  a  triace+yl  derivative. 
Homoeriodictyol.  when  hydrolysed  similarly  to  hes- 
peritin, yielded  phloroglucinol  and  ferulic  acid  (4-hydroxy- 
3-methoxycinnamic  acid),  and  it  appeared,  therefore,  that 
it  differed  from  hesperitin  only  in  the  relative  positions 
of  the  hydroxyl  and  methoxyl  groups  in  the  pyrocatechol 
part  of  the  molecule.  When,  however,  acetylhomoerio- 
dictyol  was  prepared,  it  was  found  to  contain  four  acetyl 
groups.  This  led  to  the  conclusion  that  homoeriodictyol 
must  be  represented  by  the  following  ketonic  structure  : 


OH 


HO 
CHsO 


^  ^.GH  :  CH.CO  <^  ^> 

On 

Homoeriodictvol. 


OH 


In  view  of  this  conclusion,  it  was  suggested  by  Dr. 
Power  and  Mr.  Tutin  that  the  formula  assigned  to 
hesperitin  by  Tiemann  and  Will  was  incorrect,  and  they 
therefore  proposed  the  following  structure,  which  is 
analogous  to  that  of  homoeriodictyol  : 


OH 


CH3.Q<^       N,.CH  :  CH.CO.  <^  ^> 
HO  OH 


OH 


Hesperitin  (Power  and  Tutin). 

With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  eriodictyol,  the 
material  originally  available  did  not  permit  of  many 
experiments  being  made  with  this  compound,  but  it  was 
suggested  that  it  was  the  parent  substance  of  which 
hesperitin  and  homoeriodictyol  are  monomethyl  ethers. 
These  conclusions  of  Dr.  Power  and  Mr.  Tutin  have  now 
all  been  confirmed,  for  the  three  naturally  occurring 
substances  under  consideration  yielded,  when  methylated 
by  means  of  potassium  hydroxide  and  dimethyl  sulphate, 
the  same  two  nroducts.  One  of  these  compounds  proved 
to  be  the  fully  methylated  derivative,  3:*4:2'  :4'  :6'- 
pentamethoxybenzylideneacetophenone,  while  the  other 
still  contained  a  hydroxyl  group,  being  2'-hydroxy- 
3:4:4'  :  6' -tetramethoxybenzylideneacetophenone. 
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The  second  communication  was  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
F.  W.  Caton  and  dealt  with  the  synthesis  of 
3:4:2'  :  4'  :  6'-Pentamethoxybenzylideneacetophenone. 

Phloroglucinol  trimethyl  ether  was  prepared,  and  this 
was  converted  into  2:4: 6-trimethoxyacetophenone  by 
treatment  with  acetyl  chloride  in  presence  of  anhydrous 
ferric  chloride.  The  ketone  so  obtained  was  then  caused 
to  condense  with  vanillin  methyl  ether  by  means  of  finely 
divided  sodium,  in  the  following  manner  : 

O.CH3 


CHs+HjO 


The  pentamethoxy-compound  so  synthesised  was  found 
to  be  in  all  respects  identical  with  the  fully  methylated 
compound  obtained  from  eriodictyol,  homoeriodictyol,  and 
hesperitin,  thus  affording  conclusive  proof  of  the  structure 
of  these  substances.  The  view  was  expressed  that 
naringenin,  a  hydrolytic  product  of  the  glucoside  naringin, 
was  not  the  phloroglucinyl  ester  of  2J-hydroxycinnamic 
acid,  as  considered  by  Tiemann  and  Will,  but  possessed 
the  following  structure  : 


OH 


HQ<\      ^•CH  :  CH  00  <^  J} 
OH 


OH 


A  paper  by  Professor  A.  G.  Green  and  Mr.  Woodhead 
was  next  read,  'which  dealt  with  the  "  Constitution  of 
Aniline  Black  and  Allied  Compounds."  It  was  of  a  pre- 
liminary character  only,  and  was  devoted  to  the  definition 
of  aniline  black,  nigrosine,  emeraldine,  and  similar 
products. 

The  last  paper  read  was  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Tizard  on  "  The 
Hydrolysis  of  Aniline  Salts,  Measured  Colorimetrically," 
This  was  a  mathematical  and  physical  paper  dealing  with 
the  whole  question  of  the  validity  of  colorimetric  methods  of 
measuring  the  hydrolysis  of  salts  and  with  the  corrections 
that  must  be  applied  before  drawing  deductions  from  such 
measurements.  The  method  seems  to  give  good  results  for 
salts  of  strong  bases  with  weak  acids — e.g.,  aniline  acetate. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  meeting  of  the  Midland  Section  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry  was  held  at  the  Birmingham,  University 
on  October  20.  Mr.  J.  F.  Livereeege,  F.I.C.  (the  city 
analyst),  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Properties  of  some  Culture 
Media  used  in  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water," 
in  which  he  gave  some  notes  on  the  purification  of  litmus 
and  the  preparation  of  glucose  taurocholate.  To  obtain  a 
neutral  jelly,  Mr.  Liverseege  advocated  the  dilution  of  the 
jelly  and  titration  with  caustic  soda,  using  phenol- 
phthalein  as  the  indicator.  Mr.  A.  W.  Knapp  followed 
with  papers  on  "  Lovibond's  Tintometer"  and  "The 
Estimation  of  Small  Quantities  of  Lead  in  Beer." 


Bits  from  "Punch." 

The  following  are  called  from  the  issue  of  October  26  : 

The  "  London  Statistics  "  just  issued  by  theL.C.C.  [contain] 
some  figures  which  we  have  often  searched  for  elsewhere  in 
vain.    We  refer  to  the  following  : 

Number  of  children  selling  cough-tablets  in  the  streets  : 

Exempt  from  school   1 

Not  exempt   1 

The  Cheehfdl  Send-off. 

There  is  a  new  name  among  the  apothecaries  of  Roseau 

to-day.    Messrs.    &    have  opened  a  new  business 

under  the  style  "  The  Roseau  Pharmacv."  We  sincerely 
wish  the  undertakers  a  full  measure  of  prosperity.— The 
Dominica  Chronicle. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  issue  is  "  Modish  Musings,"  bv 
Mrs.  Jay  Mack.  They  are  about  a  visit  paid  to  Torrev  & 
punting,  Oxford  Street.  We  understand  that  this  Mrs.  Jay 
Mack  is  not  the  wife  of  the  C.  &  D.  contributor. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT 


JlllMllll:,l|E3ir. 


Postal  Address : 

C  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT.  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


The  object  of  this  Department  is  to  supply  names  and  addresses  of 
Manufacturers  of,  or  Agents  for,  goods  pertaining:  to  the  Chemical, 
Drug  and  Allied  Trades.  The  Buyers'  Guide  "  in  each  issue  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  affords  much  information,  but  in- 
quiries for  anything  not  referred  to  therein  may  be  addressed  to 
this  Department.  Replies  will  be  furnished  immediately,  or  inserted 
in  this  section  free  of  charge. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  received  since  our  last 
issue  : 

83/61.    "  Martoni  "  bath-salt. 
83/611.    "  New  Century  "  tooth-powder. 
77/15.    "  Sutton's  Hair-dye":  actual  makers. 
79/31     "  Creamine  "  (cream  of  tartar  substitute). 
83/20.    White  panelled  bottles:  "837"  on  base. 
77/19.    Floridine  Mfg.  Co.  :  present  London  agents. 
77/191.    Eckman's  American  Alterative:  British  agents. 
74/24.    Edwards'  cyanide-machine  for  fumigating  green- 
houses. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  regarding  the 
following  articles.  The  information  will  be  repeated  to  any  other 
inquirers  who  send  to  the  Department  a  stamped  and  addressed 
envelope  for  the  purpose. 

Amber  ether-bottles  (square)  actual  makers  (74/10). 
"  Ariston  "  throat-cloudiser  :    suppliers  (78/62). 
Aseptafilm :  actual  makers  and  selling  agents  (17/77). 
Autotherm  flasks:  makers  and  agent  (81/72  and  83/62). 
Bismutose :  supply  (77/10). 
British  Pharmacopoeia  :  publishers  (78/32). 
Cellafine :  actual  manufacturers,  Continental  and  British 
agents  (78/89). 
Cellophane:  makers,  French  and  British  agents  (57/79). 
Cellulose  tissue:  manufacturers  and  agents  (78/51). 
"  Chameli  "  perfume:   makers  (76/7). 
C02  gas  in  cylinders  :  suppliers  (66/4). 
Coleman's  Catarrh  Cure:  proprietors  (72/54). 
"  Compericum  "  :   makers  and  supply  (75/69). 
Crayons  Brillerose  (nail-polish)  :  makers  (73/58). 
"  Cycloform  "  :  proprietors  (76/21). 
Evaline's  (Mrs.)  emergency  towels:  agents  (73/57). 
"  Featheredge  "  indiarubber  sponges:  supply  (77/29). 
Formocresol  (Buckley's)  :  particulars  (75/15). 
Gum  tragacanth :  large  importers  (74/40). 
''Ideal"  pills:  makers  (76/61). 
Isinglass:  merchants  (76/18). 

Jujube-making  machinery:   actual  makers  (74/53). 
Koronium  bromide  :  makers  (77/26). 
Liebig's  meat  and  malt  wine  :  makers  (76/62). 
Lilienmileh  Soap:  makers  and  agents  (74/64). 
Lohse's  Eau  de  Lys :  maker  and  London  supply  (74/64). 
Malt  extract  in  powder:   supply  (74/20). 
Menthol  cigarettes:  supply  (73/16  and  81/3). 
Mitchell's  Eye  Salve :  proprietors  (77/15). 
Myra  Spermum  Soap:  maker  and  agents  (75/69). 
Nastin :  makers  and  agents  (73/72). 
Orchitic  Extract:  supply  (79/57). 
"Otoids":  makers  (78/24). 
Paper  handkerchiefs:  suppliers  (80/69). 
Pastille-making  machinery:  makers  (75/13). 
Pinoline:  proprietor  (72/4). 
Pond's  Vanishing  Cream:  makers  (79/60). 
Salothyme  Snow:  makers  (75/69). 
"  Sanax  "  furniture  polish  :  makers  (71  /58). 
Shampoo-powder  for  dogs:  makers  (77/54). 
Taffetas  Cristal :  manufacturers  and  suppliers  (76/81). 
Tucker's  Asthma  Cure:  maker  (80/25). 
Unmedicated  pilules:  suppliers  (79/14). 
"ZeptoT'  teeth-preparations  (Dutch  inquiry)  (72/14). 
"  Zozo  "  :  proprietor  (73/59). 
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Observations  and  Reflections. 


By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Correct  Reading- 

of  a  doubtful  prescription  is  very  fre- 
quently determined  by  the  dosage;  and  while  the  speci- 
men of  an  examination  prescription  submitted  two  weeks 
ago  is  capable  of  two  interpretations,  as  was  clearly 
shown  by  Mr.  Gordon  Watt.  I  think  there  ought  not  to  be 
any  doubt  as  to  what  the  prescriber  intended.  In  such  a 
case  as  this  the  dose  is  really  the  determining  factor,  for 
no  dispenser  ought,  without  special  and  clearly  written 
instructions,  to  dispense  a  prescription  which  would  mean 
giving  a  fifth  of  a  grain  of  strychnine  daily.  While  every 
allowance  should  be  made  for  a  candidate's  nervousness, 
dispensers  ought  to  be  taught  to  read  the  prescription 
before  making  it  up,  and  then  mistakes  are  much  less 
likely  to  occur. 

Half  a  Million  for  Research  Work 

is  the  immediate  response 
of  the  German  nation  to  a  suggestion  for  the  establish- 
ment of  institutes  of  research.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  will  be  a  very  long  time  before  the  wealthy  men 
of  this  country  contribute  such  a  sum  for  such  a  purpose. 
They  do  these  things  better  in  Germany,  and  have  been 
busy  doing  them  for  the  past  thirty  years  at  least.  The 
immense  strides  in  synthetic  chemistry  are  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  lavish  manner  in  which  research  has  been  en- 
couraged by  the  leading  German  chemical  firms;  but  it 
appears  that  even  this  liberal  private  enterprise  is  not  suffi- 
cient, and  now  the  Kaiser  has  thrown  the  weight  of  his 
influence  on  the  side  of  the  State  development  and  regula- 
tion of  research  work.  This  course  of  action,  it  seems  to 
me,  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  British  nation  much  more 
intimately  than  does  the  competition  in  the  building  of 
Dreadnoughts. 
The  Winter  Session 

has  commenced  in  a  lively  fashion,  and 
there  is  ample  evidence  that  the  pharmacists'  associations 
throughout  the  country  are  not  going  to  sleep.  Neither  is 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  on  the  evidence  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Young,  who  assures  us  that  that  body  is  "  working 
to  remedy  the  wrong."  "Hope  springs  eternal"  in  the 
Council's  breast,  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley's  lament  over  the 
death  of  Mark  Tapley  is  somewhat  premature.  I  am 
certain  that  a  dozen  genuine  pharmaceutical  Mark 
Tapleys  could  be  found  in  Bloomsbury  Square  in  the  first 
week  of  any  month,  and  every  one  of  them  serenely  happy 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  good  time  coming.  Nor  need 
Mr.  Woolley  worry  over  the  small  number  of  London 
councillors,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  bearings  of  the 
pharmaceutical  machinery  are  so  well  oiled  that  never  a 
hitch  occurs.  The  permanent  officials,  whom  members  of 
the  Society  fondly  believe  to  be  their  servants,  are  in 
reality  the  masters  of  the  situation ;  and  if  the  truth  be 
known,  the  fewer  councillors  there  are  fussing  around,  the 
less  chance  is  there  that  any  inconvenient  skeletons  will 
be  dragged  from  their  cupboards.  For  the  comfort  of  all 
concerned,  therefore,  let  the  happy  family  party  live  in 
peace. 

"To  See  Oursels  as  Ithers  See  Us" 

is  supposed  to  be  a 

useful  corrective  of  our  own  self -estimate,  and  it  should 
therefore  be  instructive  to  ponder  what  "  The  Spectator  " 
says  of  pharmacists — or,  rather,  of  their  pharmacies — in 
an  article  on  the  recent  Medical  Exhibition  at  West- 
minster.   "Chemists'    shops,"    we    are    told,  "possess 


eternal  attractions."  This  is  as  it  should  be,  but  it  is 
more  to  the  point  that  we  are  also  told  in  what  these 
attractions  consist.  It  is  in  the  names,  the  labels,  the 
cleanliness  (this  deserves  particular  notice),  the  anti- 
septic smells,  the  general  suggestion  of  something  occult 
and  esoteric.  This  is  enhanced  by  the  elusive  habit  of 
the  chemist  himself.  He  is  not  seen  by  the  casual  passer 
chatting  with  his  customer,  as  is  the  draper  or  the  jeweller, 
but  comes  forth  when  summoned,  from  behind  "mirrored 
recesses  and  shadowed  desks,"  with  the  air  of  one  inter- 
rupted in  some  mysterious  employment  fraught  with  the 
issues  of  life  and  death.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  is  a 
little  exaggerated  or  at  least  out  of  date  ;  but  it  suggests 
a  question  as  to  whether  some  of  our 

Go-ahead  Pharmacists, 

in  their  eagerness  to  push  "side- 
lines," and  to  keep  abreast  of  their  neighbours  in  the 
competition  for  business,  do  not  sacrifice  too  much  of  that  • 
distinctive  character  which  the  old  "  dispensing  and  family 
chemist"  was  so  careful  to  maintain  in  the  appearance  of 
his  shop.  I  often  see  pharmacy  windows  (and  occasionally 
interiors,  too)  that  are  not  at  a  glance  easily  distinguished 
from  the  shops  of  other  denominations  of  tradesmen.  The 
very  name  "  Stores,"  now  so  commonly  used  by  phar- 
macists, suggests  the  general  dealer  a  little  too  obviously,  I 
think ;  and  there  is  often  little  or  nothing  in  the  windows 
above  which  it  is  displayed  to  correct  the  impression  it 
conveys.  True,  it  is  compounded  with  "  Drug,"  but  this 
element  is  to  the  other  as  the  lamb  to  the  lion  when  they 
lay  down  together — with  the  lamb  inside.  Surely  this  is  a 
mistake.  If  I  were  in  need  of  a  pharmacist's  services  I 
should  give  preference  to  the  one  who  appeared  to  make 
pharmacy  his  main  concern,  not  merely  one  department  of 
a  miscellaneous  business ;  and  I  suspect  that  most  people, 
when  it  is  really  pharmacy  they  want,  would  do  the 
same. 

Patent  Medicines 

are,  it  appears,  to  be  brought  .before  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  Autumn  Session.  A  proposal 
was  made  to  the  late  Home  Secretary  some  time  ago  (by 
whom  is  not  stated)  to  the  effect  that  all  such  preparations 
should  bear  a  label  indicating  ' '  the  nature  of  the  ingre- 
dients and  the  precise  character  of  the  ills  which  they  pur- 
port to  cure."  Mr.  Gladstone  consulted  with  the  Privy 
Council  with  regard  to  the  suggestion,  and  the  "  whole 
question"  was  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  whose  reply  has  not  yet  been  given.  So 
says  a  writer  in  the  "  Daily  News,"  who  adds  that  a  ques- 
tion on  the  subject  will  be  asked  as  soon  as  Parliament 
assembles.  The  proposal,  if  embodied  in  a  Bill,  would  no 
doubt  be  strenuously  opposed  by  proprietors,  but  it  is  not 
so  certain  that  a  measure  might  not  be  framed  on  these 
lines  that  would  be  no  hardship  to  the  trade  as  a  whole, 
and 'in  favour  of  which  much  might  be  said  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  public  good.  Proprietors  would  probably 
suffer  most  from  imitation  of  their  formulas  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  which  is  not  unknown  even  now,  but  would 
be  much  more  common  if  the  chief  ingredients  w-ere  cer- 
tainly known.  Such  imitation,  however,  though  bad  for 
the  proprietor,  would  be  good  for  the  retailer,  who  would 
make  more  profit  on  the  ingredients  than  on  the  "  patents." 
I  doubt  whether  under  the  proposed  arrangement  rival 
vendors  would  imitate  each  other's  preparations  much  more 
than  they  do  at  present,  or  whether,  in  case  they  did  so, 
the  publication  of  the  formula  would  give  the  imitator 
much  commercial  advantage.  The  name  is  usually  of  more 
importance  in  an  advertisement  than  the  character  of  the 
preparation. 
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DISINFECTANTS 

receive  the  continued  appreciation 
of     Experts    and     the  Public. 

Grand  Prix,  Buenos  Aires,  1910. 
Diploma  of  Honour  for  the 
"  Sanitas"  Exhibit,  Brussels,  1910. 

Bronze  Medal  for  "  Sanitas-Bactox  "  at 
®the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Brighton,  1910.  J 
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(Registered  Trade  Mark) 

(PHILLIPS') 

for  special  terms  apply  to  THE  CHARLES  H.  PHILLIPS  CHEMICAL  CO..  - 
14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.t. 
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Editorial  Articles. 


The  Crippen  Case. 

The  discussion  of  the  more  sordid  and  strictly  forensic 
aspects  of  the  trial  of  Hawley  Harvey  Crippen  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife  would  be  out  of  place  in  these  columns, 
but  the  case  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  without  mention. 
Criminal  poisoning  is  remarkably  rare  in  this  country. 
Since  the  Palmer  case,  which  occurred  in  the  late  'fifties, 
this  is  only  the  fourth  in  which  a  man  trained  to  the 
practice  of  medicine  has  been  convicted  of  the  crime — ■ 
Pritchard,  Lamson,  Neil  Cream,  and  now  Crippen,  who 
has  been  convicted  of  the  charge  of  poisoning  his  wife 
with  hyoscine.  In  the  prominent  cases  of  criminal  poison- 
ing chemists  and  druggists  have  been  instrumental  in 
giving  evidence  that  has  brought  culprits  to  book ;  but 
in  the  present  instance  the  part  played  by  medicine  and 
pharmacy  has  been  unusually  prominent.  Crippen  him- 
self represented  in  this  country  for  many  years  the  manu- 
facturers of  Munyon's  Remedies,  and  latterly  he  had  been 
practising  on  his  own  account  as  a  dentist  and  medical 
specialist  of  a  kind  which  is  strongly  deprecated  by  the 
medical  profession  of  this  country.  It  was  in  the  latter 
capacity,  as  a  homoeopath,  that  he  purchased  hyoscine 
from  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd.,  and  knowledge  of 
this  fact,  communicated  by  the  company  to  the  prose- 
cution, contributed  greatly  to  substantiating  the  charge 
of  murder  by  hyoscine.  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows's  staff 
who  were  concerned  with  the  sales  of  poison  to  Crippen 
were  careful  to  observe  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  in  so  far  as  they  treated  all  the  transactions  as 
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retail  sales  of  Part  I.  poisons,  and  recorded  them  in  the 
poisons  book.  This  is  important.  The  fact  that  a  purchaser 
is  a  medical  practitioner — whether  registered  or  not — does 
not  necessarily  convert  the  sale  of  a  poison  by  a  retailer  into 
a  wholesale  transaction.  It  is  always  well  in  the  sale  of 
a  Part  I.  poison  for  retailers  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  and 
insist  upon  the  entry  of  the  sale  being  attested  by  the 
signature  of  the  purchaser,  whoever  he  may  be.  The 
present  case  does  not  create  a  precedent,  but  it  is  in  fact  a 
precedent,  and  will  not  be  forgotten.  The  analyst  upon 
whose  evidence  the  conviction  of  Crippen  has  largely 
depended  was  Dr.  W.  H.  Willcox,  F.I.C.,  who  is  known  to 
pharmacists  as  the  representative  of  the  Privy  Council 
at  the  examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
London.  As  to  Dr.  Willcox's  ability  as  an  analyst  there 
is  no  doubt ;  but  the  detection  of  an  alkaloid  such  as 
hyoscine  in  human  remains  is  practically  impossible 
without  a  hint  of  it  being  there.  All  flesh  during  decom- 
position forms  alkaloidal  bodies  which  are  extremely 
difficult  to  distinguish  from  each  other  and  from  certain 
vegetable  alkaloids,  except  they  are  found  in  fairly  large 
quantities.  In  the  present  case  the  amount  of  alkaloidal 
matter  isolated  was  only  a  fraction  of  a  grain,  but  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  Crippen  had  purchased  five  grains 
of  hyoscine  hydrobromide,  the  distinction  of  the 
pathological  base  from  similar  compounds  of  other  alka- 
loids was  accomplished,  and  Dr.  Willcox  added 
physiological  tests  which  substantiated  the  presence  of 
hyoscine.  Dr.  A.  P.  Luff — a  pharmacist  and  a  distin- 
guished chemist — in  evidence  corroborated  Dr.  Willcox's 
conclusions.  The  connection  with  pharmacy  did  not  end 
here.  The  victim  of  the  murder  had  been  operated  upon 
for  removal  of  the  ovaries.  This  left  an  abdominal  scar, 
the  identity  of  which  in  one  of  the  pieces  of  flesh  was 
established  by  Mr.  Bernard  Spilsbury,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 
Oxon,  who  is  the  son  of  a  pharmacist  formerly  associated 
with  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Man- 
chester. Dr.  Spilsbury's  evidence  was  unshaken  in  rigid 
cross-examination,  and  by  the  time  that  the  case  for  the 
prosecution  closed  it  had  been  proved  almost  beyond 
contradiction  that  Crippen  had  given  his  wife  hyoscine 
hydrobromide  in  fatal  quantity,  and  afterwards  cut  up 
her  body  and  buried  some  of  the  soft  parts  of  it  in  their 
residence  in  Camden  Town.  Nevertheless,  there  was  a 
feeling  that  the  facts  as  regards  hyoscine  had  been  im- 
perfectly presented  and  incompletely  elucidated.  The 
impression  was  left  that  hyoscine  has  few  legitimate  uses 
in  medicine,  and  is  so  little  used  by  private  practitioners 
that  its  purchase  by  Crippen  was  more  likely  to  be  for 
illegitimate  than  for  legitimate  purposes.  This  feeling 
was  never  got  rid  of  throughout  the  trial.  Crippen  de- 
cided to  give  evidence  on  his  own  behalf,  and  his  ex- 
planation of  the  purchase  of  the  hyoscine  was  that  it  was 
for  use  in  his  private  practice,  and  that  he  gave  it  to  his 
patients  in  the  form  of  tablets,  which  he  prepared  by 
impregnating  ready-made  discs  or  tablets  of  sugar  of 
milk  with  a  solution  of  the  hyoscine  salt,  much  in  the 
same  way,  apparently,  as  homoeopathic  pilules  and  granules 
are  medicated.  This  was  a  reasonable  explanation,  and  it 
was  almost  clinched  when  Crippen  told  the  Court  that 
hyoscine  is  prescribed  and  used  by  homoeopaths  in  diseases 
other  than  insanity.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  immediately 
recognised  the  importance  of  this  statement,  and  demanded 
the  production  of  Crippen's  authority,  an  American  work 
on  homoeopathy,  which  was  brought  into  Court  next  day. 
We  do  not  suggest  that  if  complete  statements  had  been 
placed  before  the  Court  earlier  in  the  trial  the  result 
would  have  been  different ;  but  pharmacists  with 
"Squire"  and  "  Martindale  "  beside  them  cannot  have 


failed  to  wonder  why  the  facts  mentioned  therein  were 
not  brought  out  by  somebody  during  the  trial.  These  are 
that  in  addition  to  its  use  in  mania  and  paralysis,  hyoscine 
is  used  for  chorea,  cough,  epilepsy,  exophthalmic  goitre, 
in  labour,  and  in  obstetric  practice ;  for  senile  pruritis, 
spasmodic  asthma,  spermatorrhoea,  and  vomiting  of 
pregnancy.  No  doubt  hyoscine  is  rarely  used  compared 
with  atropine,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  in  this  trial  all 
the  facts  available  were  adduced.  As  we  have  said,  the 
omission  did  not  vitiate  the  case  which  the  jury  had  to 
consider,  and  in  arriving  at  a  unanimous  verdict  of  Guilty 
they  interpreted  strong  circumstantial  evidence.  But  the 
case  remains  the  most  remarkable  of  criminal  poisoning  in 
modern  times,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  regulations 
made  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  with  adherence  to  them 
by  the  sellers  of  the  poison,  were  as  requisite  to  the  prose- 
cution as  the  expert  evidence. 


London  Port  Rates. 

The  list  of  port  rates  payable  in  respect  of  goods  entering 
or  leaving  the  Port  of  London  was  available  on  Monday, 
October  24,  and  as  the  rates  will  be  collected  from  Novem- 
ber 1  it  may  be  well  to  indicate  some  of  the  leading  points, 
so  that  any  possible  delay  by  the  introduction  of  this  new 
factor  in  London  commercial  life  may  be  avoided.  The 
official  circular  of  the  Authority,  which  we  published  last 
week  (p.  638),  gave  details  as  to  the  routine  to  be  observed, 
but  there  are  several  other  provisions  to  which  attention 
may  be  drawn  as  a  result  of  the  perusal  of  the  list.  The 
book  is  divided  into  four  sections,  as  follows  : 

1.  Extract  from  the  Port  of  London  Act,  1903. 

2.  Extracts  from  the  Port  of  London  (Port  Rates  on  Goods) 
Provisional  Order  Act,  1910. 

3.  List  of  port  rates  on  goods. 

4.  Alphabetical  list  of  certain  articles  not  separately  rated 
in  the  schedule  or  appearing  therein  otherwise  than  in  alpha- 
betical order. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  owner  of  the  goods  or  the 
person  making  the  Customs  Entry  is  the  person  by  whom 
the  rates  are  payable.  He  is  required  to  fill  in  forms 
(specimens  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Authority) 
giving  particulars  and  description  of  the  goods,  weight, 
rate,  amount  of  rate  payable,  etc.  The  forms  are  of  four 
classes  :  (1)  foreign — inwards  ;  (2)  foreign — outwards  ; 
(3)  coastwise — inwards  ;  (4)  coastwise — outwards.  A  similar 
set  of  forms  is  also  issued  for  the  payment  of  deposits, 
which  means  that  an  importer  may  open  a  deposit  account 
to  facilitate  the  payment  of  port  rates.  These  bills,  duly 
made  out,  must  be  produced  to  the  Collector,  13  and  14 
George  Street,  Tower  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  along  with  the 
Customs  Entry,  and  these  papers  must  be  handed  to  the 
Collector  either  before  the  Customs  Entry  is  due  or  before 
the  time  when  the  import  vessel  is  ready  to  discharge, 
according  to  whether  the  goods  are  imported  from  abroad 
or  coastwise.  The  Collector  is  to  certify  on  the  Customs 
Entry  that  the  rates  have  been  paid,  and  the  probability  is 
that  the  Customs  will  not  pass  the  entry  until  it  bears 
the  Port  Authority's  Collector's  certificate  that  the  rates 
have  been  paid.  In  a  circular  which  has  been  issued  by 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  explains  the 
more  important  provisions  of  the  Act,  it  is  stated  that  a 
wharfinger  or  a  carrier  (including  lightermen  or  railway 
companies)  may  pay  port  rates  on  goods  on  behalf  of  the 
owner,  and  the  Act  gives  them  a  lien  on  the  goods  in  respect 
of  such  rates.  If  the  rates  are  not  paid  by  the  time  the 
importing  vessel  is  entitled  to  land  goods  under  the  bill 
of  lading  or  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  (or,  if  coastwise 
goods,  by  the  time  the  vessel  is  ready  to  be  discharged) — 
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"  the  owner  or  master  of  the  vessel  may  (if  the  vessel  is 
being  discharged  in  the  docks)  land  the  goods  on  the  quay, 
and  the  Authority  may  detain  them  until  the  rates  are  paid, 
and  in  such  case  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  shipowner  on 
account  of  landing  are  payable  by  the  owner  of  the  goods ; 
the  owner  or  master  of  the  vessel  (if  the  vessel  is  lying  in 
the  river)  may  not  allow  the  goods  to  be  delivered  over  side. 
It  is,  however,  provided  that  the  owner  or  master  of  the 
vessel  may  himself  pay  the  rates  (or  if  the  Authority  permit 
may  give  an  approved  security  for  the  payment)  and  in  such 
circumstances  the  discharge  and  delivery  may  then  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  but  the  shipowner  will  have  a  lien  on  the  goods 
for  the  recovery  of  such  rates." 

As  regards  goods  exported  or  sent  coastwise,  exactly 
the  same  procedure  is  followed  as  for  imports,  the  principal 
point  being  that  the  rates  have  to  be  paid  before  the  goods 
can  be  shipped.  Attention  may  also  be  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  rates  on  oversea  exports  and  on  coastwise  goods 
do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  rates  charged  on  similar 
goods  imported  from  ports  beyond  the  seas.  Tranship- 
ment goods  (a  full  definition  of  which  is  given  in  the  list 
of  port  rates)  are  exempt.  If  the  goods  are  unspecified 
the  Authority  can  class  them  under  the  same  head  as  similar 
goods  in  nature,  value,  and  quality.  It  is  common  know- 
ledge that  the  whole  schedule  of  rates  has  been  drastically 
revised  in  a  downward  direction  since  the  original  pro- 
posals were  made,  but  many  anomalies  still  exist,  and  the 
spelling  of  drugs  is  in  many  cases  ridiculous.  The  classifi- 
cation is  also  bad ;  thus  blood-root  is  placed  in  Class  5 
(Is.  8d.  per  ton  inwards),  and  sanguinaria  (the  same  drug) 
in  Class  3  at  Is.  per  ton  inwards.  Senna-leaves  are  to  pay 
8d.  per  ton,  but  senna-fruit  (a  much  cheaper  product)  will 
pay  Is,  8d.  The  classification  of  seeds  also  contains  many 
that  have  fallen  into  disuse. 


Quinine  and  Cinchona. 

The  paragraph  which  we  published  in  our  issue  of  October  1 
(p.  529)  indicates  that  practically  no  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  movement  to  bring  about  an  entente  between 
the  Java  cinchona-planters  and  the  Bandong  quinine 
factory.  It  will  be  remembered  the  planters  tried  to 
*nlist  the  sympathy  of  the  Dutch  East  Indian  Government 
by  the  suggestion  that  no  further  supplies  of  bark  should 
be  delivered  from  the  Government  plantations  to  the 
Bandong  factory,  but  after  protracted  negotiations  the 
Government  appear  to  have  adopted  a  neutral  attitude, 
and  at  this  stage  it  is  more  doubtful  than  ever  if  they 
intend  to  co-operate  with  the  planters.  Meanwhile,  the 
Bandong  factory,  as  is  common  knowledge,  has  been  enabled 
to  take  advantage  of  the  reduced  price  of  bark  and  has 
enriched  itself  at  the  expense  of  the  cinchona-planter,  who 
sees  no  reason  why  his  produce  should  benefit  the  manu- 
facturer only,  and  not  himself  as  the  producer.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  strained  relations  have  existed  for  the 
past  two  years,  principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
planters  want  a  price  equivalent  to  6  cents  per  unit, 
whereas  they  cannot  obtain  4  cents.  The  annual  report 
of  the  Bandong  factory,  which  we  published  in  our  issue 
of  September  17,  clearly  shows  that  the  factory  can  afford 
to  ignore  the  planters,  and  the  dividends  of  9  to  10 
per  cent,  declared  for  several  years  past  are  no  doubt 
satisfactory  to  shareholders.  The  conditions  governing  the 
bark  and  quinine  markets  have  shown  no  material  alter- 
ations during  the  past  three  years,  and,  taking  a  prospective 
view  of  matters,  the  present  record  low  prices  for  quinine 
are  likely  to  continue  indefinitely.  Speculation  is  dead, 
and  prices  remain  stationary.  Indeed,  it  will  soon  be  two 
years  ago  since  the  German  makers  altered  their  price  to 
l^d.  per  oz.  for  sulphate.  And  in  the  interim  this  value 
has  become  more  or  less  nominal.  The  consumption  of 
quinine,  however,  continues  to  increase,  so  that  the  time 


has  not  yet  arrived  when  the  drug  will  be  superseded  by 
some  cheaper  substitute. 

The  cultivation  of  cinchona  in  India  has  been  a  de- 
clining industry  for  the  past  five  years  at  least,  so  much 
so  that  the  Indian  Government  have  frequently  had  to 
supplement  their  supplies  from  the  State-owned  plantations, 
and  private  planters,  with  substantial  purchases  from 
Java,  in  order  that  the  native  may  have  his  full  dose  of 
the  drug.  The  fact  that  the  Government  have  given  pre- 
ference to  the  cheaper  Java  bark,  as  had  been  announced 
in  these  columns  on  several  occasions,  has  caused  much 
irritation  among  the  Indian  planters,  who  consider  they 
have  a  grievance,  as  the  Government  will  not  fix  a  mini- 
mum price  per  unit  for  the  purchase  of  bark  from  them. 
Indeed,  the  Director  of  the  Cinchona  Department  has 
declared  that  even  if  a  one  anna  {Id.)  minimum  had 
been  in  vogue  for  the  past  two  years  it  would  have  cost 
him  Bs.  90,000  more  to  buy  his  bark  than  it  actually  did. 
The  planters  are  holding  out  for  a  one  anna  unit,  which 
seems  absurd  when  the  average  unit  paid  for  Java  bark 
at  Amsterdam  has  only  been  between  3.09c.  and  3.51c. 
throughout  this  year,  or  equal  to  a  London  parity  of  about 
■fsd.  per  lb.  The  Madras  Government  have  given  a  curt 
refusal  to  the  request,  and  the  matter  has  been  discussed 
at  length  by  the  various  planters'  associations.  Some 
cogent  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Brock  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Planters'  Association  at  Banga- 
lore, he  deeming  the  Government  action  as  "extremely 
contradictory,"  because,  on  the  one  hand,  they  were 
spending  large  sums  of  money  to  relieve  India  from 
malaria,  yet  they  were,  to  a  certain  extent,  dependent 
upon  foreigners  for  their  bark,  and  speculating  with  the 
only  drug  known  to  be  of  any  real  help  in  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  malaria.  It  appears  that  the  Madras  quinine- 
factory  has  made  a  profit  of  Bs.  1,09,000  per  annum  for 
the  three  years  1906-7  to  1908-9,  and  Mr.  Brock  would 
like  half  of  these  profits  devoted  to  ensuring  the  supply 
of  cheap  quinine  for  an  indefinite  period  by  making  sure 
of  adequate  supplies  of  bark  from  Indian  sources.  This 
course  does  not  appeal  to  the  Director,  his  argument  being 
that  because  the  exports  of  bark  from  Java  this  year  are 
heavier  than  they  were  last  year,  the  low  prices  of  bark 
will  continue.  The  proposals  of  the  planters  were  em- 
bodied in  the  following  resolution,  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  That  whereas  the  cultivation  of  cinchona  in  India  is 
rapidly  disappearing,  and  consequently  the  supply  of  quinine 
in  India,  which  is  so  vitally  important  to  the_  country,  is 
becoming  dependent  upon  bark  grown  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  whereas  such  a  state  of  affairs  is  courting  not  only  the 
possibility  but  the  probability  of  a  quinine-famine  in  India 
at  any  future  time,  this  Association  requests  the  Government 
of  Madras  to  fix  a  minimum  price  of  1  anna  per  unit  for  the 
purchase  of  bark  from  all  such  estates  or  groups  of  estates 
as  are  prepared  on  their  part  to  at  least  maintain  the  effective 
areas  of  their  existing  cinchona-plantations,  and  who  will 
guarantee  to  give  Government  the  first  offer  of  their  bark  at 
rates  up  to  a  maximum  of  2  annas  per  unit." 
It  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  calamity  if  cinchona- 
cultivation  in  India  were  to  disappear,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  probably  find  themselves  in  an  awkward 
position  one  day  if  they  continue  to  depend  more  and  mor,e 
on  Java. 


"If." 

That  little  word  is  what  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is 
going  upon  in  prosecuting  a  licensed  vendor  of  poisons  at 
Portsmouth  for  not  labelling  a  poison  with  his  name  and 
address.  Section  2  of  the  1908  Act  says  that  if  persons  who- 
are  not  registered  chemists  sell  certain  poisons  they  will  not 
be  liable  to  the  1868  Section  15  penalty  if  they  are  licensed 
and  conform  to  any  regulations  made  under  the  section. 
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Regulation  14  requires  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller 
to  be  on  the  poison,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  say  that 
when  that  is  not  done  the  conditions  laid  down  in  Section  2 
•are  not  complied  with,  theref  ore  that  the  Section  15  penalty 
(51.)  is  incurred.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  under 
Section  17  the  omission  is  an  offence,  but  the  penalty  under 
that  section  may  be  anything  from  a  farthing  to  5/.  We 
must  not  discuss  at  present  the  merits  of  the  Portsmouth 
case;  but  that  "if"  we  have  referred  to  is  worth  the 
fight  that  is  going  on,  although  some  paradoxes  are  bound 
to  evolve  whatever  the  result  may  be. 

Drawback  on  Patent  Medicines. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
and  Excise  there  appeared  an  item  of  1,851/. ,  representing 
drawback  on  dutiable  medicines.  This  item  had  not,  to 
our  knowledge,  appeared  in  the  Inland  Revenue  report, 
and  we  asked  the  Commissioners  if  it  meant  drawback 
of  stamp-duty  or  of  spirit  on  exportation,  or  spoiled  stamps. 
We  have  now  received  the  following  reply  : 

Custom  House,  London,  October  26,  1910. 
Sie, — I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
Customs  and  Excise  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of 
the  13th  instant,  that  the  repayments  in  question  are  for 
spoiled  medicine  stamp-duty  labels  cancelled  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department.    1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Byrne. 

"Chronicles  of  Pharmacy." 

This  book  by  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  has  received 
very  favourable  reviews  in  various  publications.  "  The 
Times  "  thus  begins  a  column  article  : 

"  In  these  two  very  instructive  volumes  Mr.  Wootton  has 
gathered  up  a  great  store  of  material  of  historical  and  scien- 
tific interest.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not  live 
to  see  his  work  to  its  completion.  He  has  cast  his  net  wide, 
and  interpreting  the  word  tyapuaKov  in  its  broadest  accepta- 
tion has  traversed  the  boundary  of  pharmacy  proper  into  the 
domains  of  medicine,  of  toxicology,  and  of  magic.  He 
presents  to  us  rather  a  series  of  disconnected  chapters  on 
kindred  subjects  than  a  cohesive  and  consecutive  record.  In 
his  most  technical  chapters,  some  of  which,  we  fear,  may  be 
caviare  to  the  general,  he  never  loses  sight  of  the  fact 
that  science  has  many  lessons  to  learn  from  the  past,  so  that 
these  even  stand  out  against  a  lighter  background  of  anecdote 
and  reminiscence." 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  interesting  character  of  the 
book ;  it  is  one  which  a  pharmacist  who  loves  his  craft 
■can  take  up  at  any  time  and  read — perhaps  to  revive  his 
spirits  anew  for  the  constantly  increasing  responsibilities 
of  his  profession. 

Opticians  and  the  L.C.C. 
A  further  step  in  the  question  of  the  insulting  references 
to  opticians  in  the  "  Health  Notes  "  which  it  is  proposed 
should  be  circulated  among  the  parents  of  children  attend- 
ing the  schools  of  the  London  County  Council  has  been 
taken.  Dr.  Kerr,  the  medical  officer  to  the  Education 
Committee,  has  issued  a  circular  "  for  members'  infor- 
mation only,"  in  which  he  refers  to  the  deputation  which 
waited  on  the  Council  last  August.  A  point  which  Dr. 
Kerr  seizes  upon  is  the  statement  by  the  Master  of  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company  that  the  diploma-holders  sign 
an  agreement  not  to  use  cycloplegics,  and  that  therefore 
they  cannot  properly  test  the  sight  of  children.  The  clause 
referred  to  was,  we  believe,  inserted  with  the  object  of 
conciliating  medical  objections,  but  if  it  has  had  the  effect 
of  producing  incompetent  sight-testers,  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  annulled.  While  not  agreeing  that  it 
has  had  this  effect,  we  have  held  the  opinion  that  by  sign- 
ing restrictive  agreements  diploma-holders  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company  placed  themselves  at  a  disadvantage  of  a. 
non-examined  optician  who  is  free  to  use  cycloplegic  drugs 
in  sight-testing  should  it  be  necessary  to  do  so.  Medical 


men  might  easily  co-operate  with  opticians  in  this  matter— 
the  medical  man  to  supervise  the  use  of  the  mydriatic— to 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  except  that  fees  would  be 
higher.  This  would,  however,  be  far  better  than  leaving 
a  patient  to  the  tender  mercies  of  those  medical  men 
whose  knowledge  of  sight-testing  is  very  slight. 

Applying  for  Situations. 
We  haye  received  a  letter  (see  Coloured  Supplement)  from 
Mr.  J.  S.  Matthews,  a  well-known  London  pharmacist,  in 
regard  to  the  applications  addressed  by  assistants  for 
situations.  Mr.  Matthews  is  not  the  only  one  who  has 
experienced  the  remarkable  ineptitude  of  some  chemists' 
assistants  in  this  matter.  We  have  before  us  an  application 
for  an  advertised  vacancy  which  simply  said  : 

Dear    Sir— Experience :    twelve   years    of   the  drug- 
trade.    Salary  :  21.  per  week. 

To  this  the  applicant  added  a  cutting  of  an  advertisement 
which  he  had  inserted  in  our  Supplement  giving  the  follow- 
ing additional  particulars  : 

Unqualified;  30;  dispensing,  counter,  photographic- 
capable  of  management;  6  years  last  situation. 
This  application  was  not  supported  by  a  single  reference  to 
any  past  employer,  nor  by  copies  of  any  testimonials,  nor  by 
any  indication  es  to  where  the  applicant  had  been  "  twelve 
years  in  the  drug-trade."  We  cordially  endorse  Mr. 
Matthews'  suggestion  that  it  is  waste  of  time  in  most  cases 
to  post  applications  of  this  nature.  Every  week  we  insert 
a  statement  in  our  Supplement  as  to  answering  advertise- 
ments. We  may  add  that  every  employer  who  wants  an 
employe  requires  the  following  particulars  of  each  person 
who  applies  :  (1)  full  name ;  (2)  present  address  ;  (3)  where 
and  when  born ;  (4)  married  or  single ;  (5)  if  married,  number 
of  family ;  (6)  length  of  experience  in  business,  giving  name 
and  address  of  each  person  by  whom  the  applicant  has 
previously  been  employed  and  the  duration  of  service  with 
each;  (7)  if  the  vacancy  advertised  is  on  the  staff  of  a 
retail  chemist  the  assistant  should  state  whether  unqualified 
or  qualified.  If  the  latter,  at  what  college  the  applicant 
studied  and  when  he  passed  the  qualifying  examination; 
(8)  the  applicant  should  alfio  give  concise  particulars  as  to 
what  department  of  the  business  he  has  devoted  special 
attention — e.g.,  whether  as  counter  man,  dispenser,  etc. — 
and  the  specialities  cultivated  should  be  mentioned,  such  as 
dental  work,  photographies,  surgical-instrument  business, 
and  so  on. 


New  Books. 

Any  of  these  books  printed  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  De  sup- 
plied, at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  4z  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C.  These  notes  io  not  exclude  subsequent 
reviews. 


Beringer,  C.  and  J.  J.  A  Text-book  of  Assaying.  12th  edit. 
7|x5.    Pp.  468.    10s.  bd.    (C.  Griffin.) 

Butcher,  W.  F.,  F.C.S.  "  Primus  "  Lantern  and  Cinemato- 
graph Diary,  1910-11.  5x3.  Pp.60,  bd.  (W.  Butcher  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Farringdon  Avenue,  London,  E.C.  [In  addition  to 
diary  pages  and  skeleton  tables,  this  little  annual  contains 
information  for  lanternists.  including  particulars  of  the  elec- 
tric current  supplied  by  the  municipalities  in  England  and 
Wales.  It  is  a  pocket-book,  with  pencil,  and  is  a  good  six- 
pennyworth.] 

Pye's  Elementary  Bandaging  and  Surgical  Dressing.  12th 
edit.  Rev.  and  partly  rewritten  by  W.  H.  Clayton-Greene. 
5^x3i.  Pp.244.  2s.  '(Wright,  Bristol.)  [Dea^s  with  bandag- 
ing, splinting,  and  methods  of  treating  simple  surgical  cases. 
Useful  notes  are  given  on  poultices,  sprains,  haemorrhage 
(including  that  following  tooth-extraction),  collapse,  and  fits. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Willcox  contributes  the  chapter  on  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  poisoning.  The  book  is  a  useful  one  to  chemists, 
who  are  often  called  upon  to  give  first-aid  to  persons  who 
have  met  with  accidents.] 
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Pharmacy  for  the  V.A.D. 

By  W.  H.  Martindale. 


VOLUNTARY  Aid  Detachments  have  been  forming  for 
some  months  past  in  various  parts  of  Great  Britain 
under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  which 
in  turn  is  directed  by  the  War  Office  "  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  supplementary  aid  to  the  Territorial  Medical 
Service  to  meet  the  needs  of  war  at  home."  It  is  intended 
to  provide  particularly,  in  the  event  of  war,  means  and 
assistance  fcr  removing  the  sick  and  wounded  from  the 
field  ambulances  of  our  Army  to  the  railway  lines  and 
thence  to  the  general  hospitals.  At  the  Stadium  in  the 
Japan-British  Exhibition  grounds  on  Saturday, 
October  29,  Colonel  James  Cantlie,  F.R.C.S.,  will  demon- 
strate by  means  of  his  little  band  cf  V.A.D.  men  the 
importance  and  usefulness  of  a  scheme  of  this  nature. 
The  programme  will  include  : 

1.  Practice  in  relief  and  first-aid  to  the  wounded  on  the 
field. 

2.  Improvising  stretchers  from  ropes  and  poles. 

3.  Formation  of  dressing-room,  operating-tent,  temporary 
shelter  for  wounded,  field  kitchen. 

4.  Conveyance  by  improvised  wagons  and  carts. 

5.  Special  stretchers. 

6.  Showing  various  parts  of  clothing  to  be  used  as  bandages, 
also  poles,  cross-pieces,  and  ropes,  for  making  stretchers, 
water-carriers,  etc. 

Spectators  will  learn  how  to  convert  a  farmyard  cart  into 
an  ambulance  wagon,  make  a  stretcher  out  of  a  couple  of 
poles  and  two  or  three  sacks,  or  it  may  be  two  poles  and 
three  men's  jackets  (the  poles  being  passed  through  the 
sleeves),  or  again  poles  and  a  htrsecloth  or  a  blanket, 
or  even  poles  and  a  few  yards  of  rope.  A  hammock  can 
also  be  converted  into  a  stretcher.  Should  the  reader  wish 
to  learn  how  tc  set  about  converting  a  cricket  tent,  four 
or  five  Tate's  sugar  boxes,  an  ironing  board,  and  a  table- 
cloth into  an  operating  theatre  he  should  be  at  Shepherd's 
Bush  on  Saturday  about  three  o'clcck. 

1  venture  as  a  disciple  of  our  improvising  commandant 
to  depict  a  V.A.D.  Pharmacists'  First  Aid  Outfit.  Some 
day  readers  of  the  C.  &  D.  may  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
duce an  outfit  of  this  kind,  and  I  trust  by  that  time 
the  list  of  contents  will  have  been  thoroughly  debated 
and  considered.  So  far  nothing  has  been  laid  down 
officially,  therefore  the  contents  must  be  deemed  merely 
suggestive.  The  list  of  contents  of  the  Stereotype  First- 
Aid  Outfit  usually  begins  with  arnica,  carron  oil,  and  castor 
oil,  but  this  must  be  deviated  from  in  several  particulars. 
What  is  required  is  maximum  of  materials  in  minimum  of 
compass.  The  following  was  my  list  (with  slight  augmenta- 
tion after  referring  to  the  "  Field  Service  Manual  ").  It 
compares  favourably  with  the  "  Contents  of  Medical  Com- 
panion "  (1905  pattern),  as  given  in  Appendix  6  in  the 
manual  : 

\  doz.  2-yard  absorbent  gauze. 
\  doz.  6-yard  absorbent  gauze. 
5  doz.  2-yard  cyanide  gauze. 
^  doz.  2-oz.  boric  lint. 
£  doz.  2-oz  absorbent  wool, 
g  doz.  2-oz.  boric  wool. 

2  doz.  3-in.  bandages. 

^  doz.  triangular  bandages. 
2  oz.  carbolised  vaseline. 

£  doz.  "  Cyanide  Paste  "  in  metal  tubes  with  soldered  ends. 

100  perchloride  "  Solubes,".  17.5  grains. 

300  phenol  "  Solubes,"  20  grains. 

200  boric-acid  "  Solubes,"  15  grains. 

4  oz.  boric-acid  powder. 

2  yards  Aseptafilm. 

2x5  yardxl  in.  Mead's  adhesive  plaster. 
Hypodermic  syringe  and  tablets. 
1  box  amyl-nitrite  capsules. 
4  oz.  chloroform. 
1  towel,  36x18  in. 

Calomel,  Dover's  powder,  quinine,  etc.,  tablets. 
Safety-pins,  needles,  and  cotton. 
Small  surgical  sponge. 
Scissors. 

4  oz.  spirit  and  spirit-lamp. 

Tripod  stand  cut  down  to  act  as  support  for  "  boiler  " 
biscuit-box. 

li  yards  ealicp  as  cloth  to  spread — may  be  on  the  ground  or 
use  as  dressing  if  latter  run  out. 


The  next  question  was  what  to  carry  the  little  surgical 
outfit  in.  A  V.A.D.  officer  said  :  "Biscuit  box."  Per- 
sonally I  was  inclined  to  three  biscuit  boxes,  two  of  them 
being  cut  down  so  that  the  three  would  fit  closely  one 


The  "  Biscuit  Box  "  V.A.D.  Pharmacist's  outfit.  Only  about  half 
the  contents  are  shown.  Inset :  Showing  how  the  biscuit-bos 
outfit  may  be  carried  over  the  shoulder. 

inside  the  other.  With  three  boxes  one  could  be  used,  say, 
for  carbolic  loticn,  another  for  warming  a  gallon  or  so 
of  water,  and  the  third  if  need  be  as  a  basin  or  for 
another,  e.g.  boric  acid  lotion.  In  this  way  the  V.A.D. 
pharmacist  would  be  to  a  great  extent  independent — there 
would  be  no  commandeering  of  other  people's  pails  and 
basins.  The  above  entire  contents  can  be  packed  into 
the  innermost  of  the  three  boxes,  and  when  all  is  strapped 
together  with  a  stout  box-strap  the  lot  weighs  about  13  lb., 
and  can  be  easily  carried  over  the  shtulder. 


William  the  Porter. 

His  Philosophisings  as  recorded  by  Bruce  Logan. 


XVI. 


AY  !  "  sighed  William,  as  a  customer  limped  out  of  the 
shop.    "  Ye  can't  overlook  little  things  in  this  life." 
"And  I  wouldn't  mind  saying  as  that  man's  bunion  be 
more  important  to  him  than  t'  welfare  of  a  nation." 

"  So  it  be  with  other  folks,  too.  It's  just  little  things  as 
count  'cause  it  be  them  as  makes  life.  In  fact  ye  might 
say  as  life  is  just  a  collection  o'  little  things." 

"  But  ye  know  it  has  a  serious  side,  'cause  there  be 
some  men  as  try  to  alius  overlook  small  matters.  Ay,  and 
they  can't  afford  to  do  it." 

"Maybe  ye've  noticed  chemists  as  '11  spend  hundreds 
o'  pounds  in  fitting-up  a  shop,  and  then  they'll  make  it  look 
as  miserable  as  a  jail  for  t'  sake  of  a  new  electric  light  or 
two." 

"  Oh,  I  solemnly  tell  ye  that  folks  do  notice  little  things. 
They  do  say  as  a  straw  '11  show  which  way  t'  wind  blows. 
Ay,  well  "just  like  that  an  untidy  packet  or  a  dirty 
floor  '11  show  how  t'  business  is  run." 

"  Ay,  an  folks  be  terr'bly  fond  o'  judging  th'  whole  by  t' 
smallest  part." 

"Ye  tell  a  man  as  yer  mixture  contains  half  o' t'  Pharma- 
copoeia and  he'll  say,  '  Really,  by  Chove  !  ye  don't  say 
so.'  " 

"Ah,  but  tell  t'  same  man  as  how  t'  mixture  contains 
60  grains  of  t'  best  rhubarb  an'  he'll  say,  '  I'll  just  take 
that  bottle.'  "  , 

"Ye  see  it  all  amounts  to  this— we  kind  cf  all  know  t 
value  o'  little  things,  but  there  be  mighty  few  of  us  as  can 
rightly  estimate  big  ones." 

"  Ay,,  and  that's  just  what  I  mean  when  I  eay  that  ye 
can't  overlook  th'  importance  o'  little  things." 

"Well,  o'  course,  ye  just  please  yerself  about  bearing  it 
in  yer  mind.  But  if  ye  do,  I  might  just  mention  that  a 
pleasant  smile  be  one  of  them  little  things  as  customers 
alius  notice  and  appreciate." 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain. 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  was  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  October  21,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour  (Chairman)  presiding.  Various  reports  were  re- 
ceived, including  one  from  the  delegates  of  the  Executive 
who  attended  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at 
Cambridge.  Mr.  Giles  (Vice-Chairman),  Mr.  "W.  B. 
Cowie,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  (Haddington)  each  spoke  of 
the  success  of  the  meeting.  The  report  of  the  committee 
on 

The  Nomination  of  Examiners 
was  next  received  in  committee,  and  on  resuming  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland  (Glasgow),  that  Dr.  Alfred  A. 
Boon  (Edinburgh),  Professor  F.  0.  Bower  (Glasgow), 
Messrs.  Peter  Boa  (Edinburgh),  Thos.  Burreli  (Montrose), 
D.  B.  Dott  (Edinburgh),  Thos.  Stephenson  (Edinburgh), 
J.  F.  Tocher  (Peterhead),  and  Thos.  Wilson  (Burntisland) 
be  nominated  for  election  by  the  Council  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland  for  1911. 

Local  Organisation. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  reported  that  a  list  of  Divi- 
sional Secretaries  for  Scotland  had  been  drawn  up. 
the  only  change  bsing  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Sanderson 
(Peebles)  had  been  nominated  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay.  It  was  agreed  to 
forward  the  list  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour  (Dumfermline)  said  in  connection 
with  this  local  organisation  that  they  would  be  aware 
that  the  Council  had  appointed  a  committee  specially  to 
try  and  bring  the  Associations  of  chemists  throughout  the 
country  into  closer  relation  with  the  parent  Society.  When 
the  question  was  brought  up  there  was  no  mention  of 
Scotland,  and  it  was  simply  spoken  of  as  an  organisation 
throughout  England.  He  put  the  question  as  to  what  the 
Society  was,  and  he  was  not  sorry  he  put  that  question, 
for  this  reason — that  the  matter  had  been  brought  up 
again,  and  he  found  that  there  had  been  communications 
between  the  headquarters  in  London  and  the  Assistant- 
Secretary  in  Scotland,  and  the  fact  was  emphasised  that 
they  were  to  be  a  law  to  themselves,  and  this  Local  Organi- 
sation Committee  was  to  work  in  England  alone.  They 
were  so  satisfied,  apparently,  that  the  work  could  be  best 
done  in  Scotland  by  the  Scottish  Executive  that  they  had 
put  on  record  that  this  committee  was  not  to  interfere  at 
all  with  Scotland,  and  that  they  were  left  to  manage  their 
work  of  local  organisation  themselves. 

The  Chairman  said  that  personally  until  he  heard  the 
explanation  he  a  little  resented  the  absence  of  any  refer- 
ence to  Scotland  in  discussing  this  question ;  but  he  was 
glad  to  find  they  had  no  idea  of  leaving  out  Scotland,  and 
that  they  were  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  Execu- 
tive was  doing  the  work. 

Mr.  Giles  pointed  out  that  the  Federation  had  done 
excellent  work,  and  had  really  been  the  stepping-stone  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  taking  up  this  matter. 

Mr.  Moir  (Glasgow)  referred  to  the  collection  of  sub- 
scriptions by  Divisional  Secretaries;  and  Mr.  Kerr 
(Dundee)  agreed  that  the  present  system  of  collection  had 
not  been  to  the  advantage  of  the  Society. 

The  Assistant-Secretary,  in  the  course  of  a  reply,  said 
it  seemed  as  if  chemists  generally  had  got  into  the  way  of 
remitting  their  subscriptions. 

Mr.  Moir  explained  that  he  had  the  Benevolent  Fund 
chiefly  in  mind,  and  Mr.  D.  Gilmour  commented  upon  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  said  that  a  considerable 
impetus  had  been  given  to  the  membership  recently,  apart 
from  the  personal  call  by  a  Divisional  Secretary,  but  if 
they  would  keep  up  the  Benevolent  Fund  it  would  be  a 
good  bit  of  work.  Grants  had  been  very  heartily  given 
to  Scottish  members  within  a  month  or  two. 

Mr.  Anderson  Russell  (Greenock)  expressed  his  satis- 
faction that  the  Executive  were  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
whole  organisation  of  Scotland  :  but  they  had  no  desire  to 
have  a  parochial  outlook  or  to  prevent  English  members  or 
the  Council  from  associating  with  and  having  reciprocal 
relations  with  them. 


Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  (Vice-President  of  the  Society)  accen- 
tuated what  Mr.  Russell  had  said.  He  hoped  to  have  Mr. 
Gilmour's  presence  at  a  meeting  in  Leeds,  and  he  was  also 
trying  to  arrange  to  go  to  Bradford  in  November  and  West 
Hartlepool  in  January,  and  he  hoped  in  time  that  perhaps 
the  English  Council  would  not  forget  that  they  had  meet- 
ings  in  Scotland.  He  agreed  very  heartily  wir'h  what  Mr. 
Moir  had  said  about  the  collection  of  subscriptions,  and 
said  that  it  should  be  a  duty  of  Divisional  Secretaries  to 
collect  them.  The  Council's  resolution  of  1900  made  the 
collection  of  subscriptions  by  divisional  officers  not  a  neces- 
sary duty,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  if  it  was  made 
almost  a  duty  upon  them,  and  if  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
was  passed  by  the  Executive  he  would  bring  it  before  the 
Council  again. 

After  further  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  Vice- 
President  and  Mr.  Gilmour  be  asked  to  raise  again  the 
question  of  members'  subscriptions  being  collet-ted  by 
Divisional  Secretaries. 

The  Winter's  Evening  Meetings. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  intimated  that  Dr.  Ian 
Struthers  Stewart  had  agreed  to  deliver  the  inaugural 
address  of  the  session  on  Wednesday,  November  23,  on 
",  Vaccines:  their  Preparation  and  Administration." 
Some  difference  of  opinion  was  expressed  by  members  as  to 
the  day  meeting  at  the  end  of  the  session,  but  after  three 
divisions  the  present  arrangement  was  adhered  to. 

The  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill. 

Mr.  Anderson  Russell,  as  one  who  had  to  look  closely 
into  this  measure  for  the  Greenock  Corporation,  expressed 
his  views  upon  it  substantially  as  follows  : 

"A  particular  thing  to  be  noticed  was  the  exemptions. 
The  provisions  laid  down  in  Clause  5  said,  '  Every  shop  shall 
be  closed  for  the  serving  of  customers  not  later  than  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  one  week-day  in  every  week  save 
as  otherwise  provided  by  this  Act.'  There  was  a" doubt  as  to 
what  was  meant  by  that  in  relation  to  Section  23,  Sub- 
section 2,  which  was  applicable  specially  to  ehemibts.  and 
provided  that  '  nothing  in  this  Act  shall*  prevent  customers 
being  served  with  medicines  or  medical  or  surgical  appliances- 
on  any  week-day  after  the  hour  at  which  the  shop  in  which 
they  are  sold  is  required  to  be  closed  by  or  under  Part  2  of 
this  Act  or  on  Sunday.'  That  was  a  little  confusing  at  first 
sight,  and  he  was  not  surprised  that  it  had  been  taken  to  mean 
that  the  shop  must  be  kept  closed,  and  that  by  some  back-door 
expedient  they  were  to  arrange  to  supply  their  customers. 
His  idea  was  that  the  shop  must  be  closed  for  the  serving  of 
customers,  and  that  was  the  end  of  the  closing.  Their  shop 
might  be  open  without  doing  ordinary  business.  It  did  not 
mean  that  the  shop-door  was  to  be  closed.  In  order  to  get  a 
conviction  it  would  be  necessary  not  so  much  to  show  that  the 
door  was  open,  but  that  they  were  serving  customers — to 
prove  a  sale  effected  or  attempted.  Inasmuch  as  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  existing,  they  should  ensure  that  the 
language  adopted  in  the  Act  was  such  that  there  would  be 
little  likelihood  of  two  meanings  being  taken  out  of  it.  They 
should  make  an  appeal  to  the  Council,  directing  their  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstance  that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  this  sub-section,  and  to  endeavour 
to  secure  that  language  would  be  introduced  into  the  Act  to 
remove  dubiety  and  to  ensure  that  the  meaning  should  be  as- 
he  had  put  it." 

The  Assistant-Secretary  (by  request  of  the  Chairman) 
followed  on  somewhat  similar  lines.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  phrase  in  the  Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903.  "  keep- 
open  house,"  had  been  held  by  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary 
to  mean  to  "keep  open  house  for  the  sale  of  excisable 
liquors  in  the  way  of  trade."  If  this  Bill  became  law, 
licensed  grocers  would  be  required  to  close  for  the  serving 
of  customers  at  two  o'clock  on  one  afternoon  in  the  week, 
but  they  could  keep  the  door  open  and  sell  excisable 
liquors  till  10  p.m.,  but  nothing  else.  He  concluded  that 
the  word  "  closed  "  therefore  did  not  mean  that  the  door 
■was  shut.  A  shop  might  be  kept  open  for  serving  customers 
with  medicines  or  medical  or  surgical  appliances  all  day 
and  all  night  and  every  day,  Sunday  included,  and  that 
would  not  be  a  contravention  of  the  Act.  But  if  anything 
else  was  served  to  customers  during  the  hours  when  the- 
shop  was  required  to  be  closed,  that  would  be  a  contra- 
vention. 

The  Vice-President  having  explained  what  the  Council 
Sas  done,  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Russell's  suggestion 
-,hould  be  reported  to  the  Council. 

This      r  all  the  business. 
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Association  Presidents. 

The  new  President  of  the  Sunderland  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation is  Mr.  William  Nimmo,  who  is  in  business  at  St.  Luke's 

Cross,  Pallion,  having  pur- 
chased a  pharmacy  there  from 
Mr.  G.  P.  Fairman  nine  years 
ago.  Mr.  Nimmo  is  a  native 
of  Castle  Eden,  co.  Durham, 
and  is  a  nephew  of  the  late 
Mr.  J.  J.  Nicholson,  who  was 
in  business  as  a  chemist  for 
many  years  in  Sunderland. 
He  was  educated  at  Hough- 
ton-le-Spring,  Hexham,  and 
the,  Bede  Collegiate  School, 
Sunderland.  He  distinguished 
himself  on  numerous  occasions 
in  the  Science  and  Art 
examinations,  especially  in 
mathematics.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Messrs. 
John  Ritson  &  Sons,  Sunder- 
land, and  studied  for  the 
Minor  at  the  Royal  Dispen- 
sary, Edinburgh,  and  passed 
in  January  1900.  Mr.  Nimmo  was  afterwards  at  Leytonstone, 
Chester,  and  with  Messrs.  Vine  &  Froom,  Aldersgate  Street, 
London,  B.C.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion since  1901.  He  is  still  a  student,  for  he  has  recently 
matriculated  at  the  London  University,  and  has  just  taken 
a  first-class  certificate  in  organic  chemistry  (second  stage)  : 
but  he  finds  time  to  play  a  game  of  chess,  and  he  does  this 
■well.    Besides,  he  is  an  ardent  politician  and  Tariff  Reformer. 


Mm.  W.  Nimmo. 


Brief  Records. 

Dundee  C.  A.  and  A.  Association.— A  meeting  was 
held  in  Mather's  Hotel  on  Friday,  October  21,  at  9.15  p.m. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson  (Hon.  President)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
introduced  the  lecturer,  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  of  the  Dundee 
Flour  Mills,  w7ho  gave  a  very  interesting  lantern-lecture  on 
""Wheat,  Flour,  Bread."  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  Anderson.  . 

York  Chemists'  Association.— The  opening  meeting  of 
the  session  was  held  on  October  19.  Mr.  G.  E.  Woodhouse 
(President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lupton,  W. 
Sowray,  F.  C.  Hey,  M.  F.  Burgin,  F.  A.  Newey,  and  T.  C. 
Atkinson  (Hon.  Secretary)  were  also  present.  Messrs.  F.  A. 
Newey  and  G.  E.  Woodhouse  were  nominated  as  Divisional 
Secretaries.  Mr.  T.  C.  Atkinson  was  deputed  to  attend  the 
Leeds  Association's  annual  dinner.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  annual  whist-drive  and  dance  in  November. 

The  Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Society  held  a  meet- 
ing at  the  George  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  26, 
Alderman  R.  FitzHugh  presiding  over  an  attendance  of  over 
thirty.  Six  new  members  were  elected.  The  subject  of  the 
evening  was  a  lecture  on  medicine  in  its  relation  to  pharmacy 
5by  Dr.  F.  H.  Jacob,  city  bacteriologist  of  Nottingham,  who 
sketched  the  progress  of  medicine  from  remote  times  through 
the  labours  of  the  alchemists,  apothecaries,  etc.,  dowm  to  the 
seventeenth-  and  eighteenth-century  physicians,  touching  in  a 
humorous  manner  on  the  fads  and  foibles  of  different  periods 
down  to  the  recent  rage  for  treatment  by  the  lactic-acid 
"bacillus.  Some  discussion  took  place,  Messrs.  Eberlin,  Rey- 
nolds, and  others  speaking,  and  questions  were  asked,  to 
which  Dr.  Jacob  replied.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer 
-was  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  Ross  Sergeant,  seconded  by  Mr.  A. 
Middleton,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Sunderland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  —  The 
■annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  October  18,  when  the 
'following  were  present:  Messrs.  E.  R.  Cherrett  (President), 
W.  Nimmo,  C.  Hodgson,  R.  C.  Thursfield.  C.  Ranken,  R. 
Anderson,  A.  D.  Purse,  J.  Mitchinson,  E.  H.  Stephens,  W. 
Potts,  and  A.  H.  M.  Purse.  The  Treasurer  (Mr.  C.  Hodgson) 
submitted  his  report,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  Secretary 
<(Mr.  R.  C.  Thursfield)  read  his  report.  The  election  of  officers 
and  Council  resulted  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  W.  Nimmo ; 
Vice-President,  Mr.  R.  Anderson;  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Hodg- 
son: Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Purse;  Council,  Messrs. 
C.  Ranken,  R.  H.  Bell,  G.  P.  Fairman,  A.  D.  Purse,  R.  C. 
Thursfield,  and  J.  Mitchinson.  Messrs.  R.  Robinson  and 
C  Fairley  were  re-elected  auditors.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  retiring  officers.  The  date  of  the  annual  dinner 
was  fixed  for  November  30,  and  Messrs.  Fairman,  Bell,  and 
Thursfield,  with  the  officers  of  the  Association,  were  appointed 
a  committee  for  carrying  out  the  arrangements. 


Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.— A  general 

meeting  of  the  Belfast  Branch  was  held  in  the  rooms,  Gregg's 
Buildings,  Victoria  Square,  Belfast,  on  October  19.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Camlin,  Ph.C,  presided  over  a  large  attendance.  A 
discussion  took  place  regarding  the  arrangements  for  the 
winter  session,  in  which  Messrs.  Kelly,  Curr,  Hatch,  Law,  and 
Nesbitt  took  part.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  F.  Moore) 
reported  that  three  new  members  had  been  enrolled  since 
last  month,  also  that  contributions  had  been  received  from 
Messrs.  Colman,  Cadbury  Bros.,  and  The  Chemist  and  Dbug- 
gist.  He  also  read  a  letter  from  the  York  Glass  Co.,  which 
had  consented  to  supply  bottles  suitable  for  materia-medica 
specimens,  and  the  British  Drug  -  houses,  London,  have 
promised  to  fill  and  label  the  bottles.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a  smoking-concert  next  month. — The  committee  of  the 
Dublin  Centre  met  on  October  21  at  12  Harcourt  Street,  with 
Mr.  William  Young,  L.P.S.I.  (Vice-President),  in  the  chair. 
The  Secretary  stated  that  the  result  of  the  recent  plebiscite 
of  the  employers  in  the  matter  of  a  weekly  half -holiday,  the 
earlier  closing  of  pharmacies  in  the  evening,  and  other  sug- 
gested reforms,  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Dublin  Retail  Drug  Association,  but  so  far  no  reply  had 
been  received.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  the  annual  general 
meeting  on  November  4.  A  smoking-concert  was  decided  to 
be  held  at  Merrion  Ro  v  on  November  11,  and  a  lecture  on 
"  First  Aid  "  was  promised  by  Dr.  Charles,  F.R.C.S.I.,  on  a 
date  in  November  to  be  fixed  later  on. 

Three  Towns'  Association— The  annual  general  meet- 
ing of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse  and  District 
Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  on  October  20,  Mr.  W. 
Condy  U'Ren  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance.  Mr.  F.  J.  Barge  (Secretary)  presented  the 
annual  report  of  the  session's  work  and  moved  its  adoption. 
Mr.  R.  F.  Roper  seconded,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
The  Treasurer  presented  a  statement  showing  a  balance  in 
hand  of  51.  14s.  9d.  This  report  was  considered  very  satisfac- 
tory, and  was  passed  unanimously.  It  was  decided  to  recom- 
mend as  Divisional  Secretaries  Mr.  E.  G.  Turney  for  Ply- 
mouth and  Mr.  J.  E.  Knight  for  Devonport  and  Stonehouse. 
Mr.  A.  Barber  and  Mr.  I'.  W.  Broom  were  elected  auditors. 
The  report  of  the  scrutineers  (Mr.  F.  W.  Broom  and  Mr. 
Cyril  Condy  U'Ren)  showed  that  the  following  were  elected 
to  form  the  Executive  Committee :  Messrs.  A.  J.  Ancliffe, 
F.  J.  Barge,  W.  Barrett,  H.  D.  Davey,  F.  Maitland,  A.  C. 
Marrow,  H.  M.  Marcoolyn,  C.  J.  Park,  S.  A.  Perkins,  R.  F. 
Roper,  F.  A.  Spear,  J.  D.  Turney,  E.  G.  Turney,  W.  Condy 
U'Ren,  and  H.  Vibert.  These  will  shortly  meet  to  elect 
officers.  A  discussion,  introduced  by  Mr.  Marcoolyn,  took 
place  on  the  local  early-closing  question.  As  in  previous 
times,  the  difficulties  of  any  compulsory  or  combined  action 
were  found  to  be  great  in  such  a  large  area  as  the  "  Three 
Towns,"  with  their  many  totally  different  districts  to  con- 
sider. After  a  lengthy  discussion,  interspersed  with  some 
amusing  personal  reminiscences  of  "  night-work,"  the  need 
of  some  action  being  taken  in  the  matter  was  agreed  to,  and 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Barge, 
Messrs.  Marcoolyn,  Martin,  J.  D.  Turney,  and  R.  F.  Roper 
were  elected  a  committee  to  make  inquiries  and  report.  _  Mr. 
R.  F.  Roper  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring 
President,  Mr.  W.  Condy  U'Ren,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Edward  Turney  and  carried  amidst  applause.  Mr.  U'Ren,  in 
thanking  the  meeting  for  the  way  in  which  the  vote  had  been 
received,  mentioned  the  help  he  had  at  all  times  had  from 
the  other  officers  and  the  committee,  and  concluded  by  pro- 
posing a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  (Mr. 
Barge)  for  the  services  he  had  rendered.-  This  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  F.  Maitland  and  carried  with  applause. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  Association.— The  winter  session  of 
this  Association  was  inaugurated  in  the  Regent  Tea-rooms  on 
Thursday  evening,  October  20,  with  a  lecture  by  Professor  R. 
Stockman,  of  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica,  Glasgow  Univer- 
sity. Mr.  James  Lennox  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
there  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  members.  Professor 
Stockman's  lecture  was  entitled  "  Recent  Changes  in  Materia 
Medica."  In  the  course  of  his  introductory  remarks  the 
professor  said  he  recognised  the  great  obligation  under 
which  medicine  and  medical  practitioners — and  he  might 
say  the  public — stood  to  pharmacists,  not  only  for  the  very 
efficient  way  in  which  thev  did  their  work,  but  also  for  the 
great  assistance  they  had  been  to  the  medical  profession  in 
other  ways  for  some  years  past.  There  were  two  things  the 
older  men  regretted  very  much.  One  was  the  disappearance 
of  the  apprentice,  and  the  other  was  the  want  of  knowledge 
medical  students  and  assistants  nowadays  had  of  the  practical 
working  of  pharmacy  and  dispensing.  He  expected  the  bulk 
of  their  knowledge  now  merely  consisted  of  buying  and  using 
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a  stock  of  preparations — pills  and  so  on — which  they  bought 
ready  made  from  the  wholesale  pharmacists.  It  was  well 
known  that  pharmaceutical  chemists  stood  on  a  very  high 
level  pharmaceutical^  in  this  country,  and  their  products 
formed  a  very  important  article  in  home  and  foreign  trade. 
But  he  was  bound  to  say  that  if  this  industry  depended  on  the 
doctors  for  its  condition  we  would  have  been  to-day  in  a 
very  inferior  position  to  what  we  are.  He  did  not  think 
pharmacists  had  any  idea  of  the  large  extent  to  which  medical 
practice  was  being  split  up  at  the  present  time,  and  within 
comparatively  recent  years.  There  was  a  large  number 
of  medical  men  engaged  in  such  work  as  public  health, 
and  they  were  an  increasing  number ;  and  there  were 
other  medical  men  whose  duties  largely  consisted  in  the 
inspection  of  school-children.  Those  men  took  practically 
no  interest  in  the  sick,  and  they  probably  never  saw  what  one 
might  call  patients.  Now  the  recognised  practitioners — the 
ordinary  practitioners — did  not  profess  to  invade  any  of  those 
duties  without  special  training.  But  by  tradition  and  a 
certain  amount  of  practice  many  practitioners  thought  that 
they  were  accomplished  pharmacists  without  ever  having 
served  as  an  apprentice.  He  was  quite  sure,  however,  that 
time  and  the  trend  of  medical  education  and  medical  opinion 
will  put  an  end  to  this.  It  is  bound  to  come,  if  slowly.  At 
the  close  of  the  lecture  Professor  Stockman  was  cordially 
thanked. 


Hull  Pharmacists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  October  25  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel, 
Mr.  A.  Richardson  in  the  chair. 

Sale  of  Perfumes. — The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  Stan- 
ing)  read  an  anonymous  typewritten  letter,  similar  to  one 
sent  to  other  associations,  warning  the  members  against 
selling  perfumes  and  brilliantine  containing  spirit  unless 
they  hold  a  spirit-licence. 

Poison-licences. — A  verbal  report  was  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  recent  deputation  from  the  Association  to 
the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Hull  Corporation  (see 
C.  &  D.,  October  8,  p.  536)  in  connection  with  the  applica- 
tion for  poison-licences  from  two  firms  of  seedsmen.  He 
considered  the  granting  of  the  licences  was  due  to  the 
folly  of  certain  members  of  the  trade  who  referred  inquiries 
for  agricultural  poisons  to  seedsmen. 

Divisional  Secretaries  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
were  nominated  as  follows  :  Central  Hull,  Mr.  Sfoakes ; 
East  Hull,  Mr.  Hoyles ;  West  Hull,  Mr.  Richardson.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  A.  J.  Chafers,  in  reply  *o  one 
asking  him  to  lecture  before  the  Association,  suggesting 
that  the  matter  be  left  over  for  the  present,  as  attention  is 
just  now  being  directed  to  the  less  vigorous  districts.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  supper  on  December  1. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Hill,  Hornsea,  was  elected  a  member. 
■  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill. — A  discussion  introduced  by  Mr. 
Selle  followed  on  the  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill.  Objection  was 
taken  to  the  application  of  Factory  Act  proposals  to  retail 
shops,  exemptions  to  Jews  for  Sunday,  etc.,  and  eventu- 
ally the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  local 
M.P.s  putting  the  views  of  the  Association  before  them. 

National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists. 

A  Meeting  of  the  London  Branch  was  held  on  October  20 
at  St.  James's  Tavern,  Westminster,  S.W.  Mr.  Harold 
Kirby  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  about  twenty 
members.  The  chief  topic  for  discussion  was  the  Shops 
(No.  2)  Bill  and  its  application  to  chemists'  assistants. 
The  Secretary,  acting  under  instruction  from  the  com- 
mittee, had  written  to  the  Home  Office  concerning  this 
matter,  and  had  received  the  following  reply  : 

"  Whitehall,  September  24,  1910. 
"  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  in  regard  to  the 
application  of  the  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill  to  chemists'  assistants, 
I  am  directed  to  say  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  it  is  pro- 
posed under  the  Bill  that  the  general  limitation  of  hours  of 
work  to  sixty  hours  per  week  should  apply  to  chemists' 
assistants,  and  that  any  period  of  late  duty  which  they  are 
required  to  serve  in  the  shop  should  be  reckoned  as  part  of 
the  sixty  hours.  On  the  other  hand,  an  assistant  not  on  duty 
in  the  shop  may  be  called  in  an  emergency  to  serve  a  customer 
after  the  shop  is  closed  or  on  Sunday,  and  under  Clause  23  (2) 
any  time  so  spent  would  not  count  as  part  of  the  sixty  hours. 

(Signed)       "  E.  Blackwell." 

He  (the  Hon.  Secretary)  thought  that  this  placed  the  Bill 
in  a  more  favourable  light,  and  suggested  that  a  letter  be 
sent  urging  the  Government  to  press  forward  with  the 


Bill.  It  was  also  decided  to  suggest  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary the  addition  to  Clause  23  (2)  of  the  words  "save  only- 
Clause  1  (1)  (a),"  thus  preserving  the  sixty  hours'' 
maximum. 

Birmingham  Branch. 
A  meeting  was  held  on  October  24  at  Benson's  Restaurant,. 
Lower  Temple  Street,  Messrs.  Gibson,  Spencer,  Francis,. 
Bays,  Wilson,  and  Bentley  being  present.  A  discussion  was 
opened  on  ways  and  means  of  extending  the  Union,  and 
several  good  schemes  were  put  forward,  which  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  embody  in  a  letter  to  the  General 
Secretary. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt. 
Street,  on  Thursday,  October  20,  Mr.  T.  S.  Woke® 
(President)  in  the  chair.  About  thirty  members  were 
present.  Messrs.  H.  Lomax  and  R.  S.  Patereon  were 
elected  members  of  the  Association. 

Miscellaneous. — Dr.  Symes  drew  attention  to  the  cur- 
riculum scheme  which  is  being  considered  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  matter 
would  be  fully  discussed  during  the  present  session  by 
all  the  Chemists'  Associations  throughout  the  country. — 
Mr.  Moreton  Parry  suggested  that  the  Association, 
should  take  some  steps  to  protest  against  the  remarks, 
made  by  the  Coroner  in  an  inquest  at  which  a  local 
pharmacist  gave  evidence.  After  some  discussion,  the 
meeting  apparently  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  news- 
paper report,  which  was  the  only  one  available,  was  not. 
a  sufficient  basis  for  any  action  by  the  Association. 

Election  of  President. — On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Symes,. 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wokes,  Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last  was  unanimously- 
elected  president  of  the  Association. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Dr.  Owen  T.  Williams  read  a  paper 
on  this  subject.  He  first  referred  to  the  struggle  for 
industrial  progress,  saying  that  it  is  liable  to  result  in 
a  great  loss  through  the  neglect  of  old  and  tried: 
remedies.  He  said  that  England  is  being  left  behind' 
in  progressive  work  by  Germany  and  America,  instancing 
Ehrlich's  "606  "  which  is  about  to  be  put  upon  the- 
market.  He  then  gave  a  short  history  of  cod-liver  oil,, 
which,  he  said,  is  valuable  both  as  a  food  and  as  a  drug. 
In  hospital  work  it  had  enabled  an  administration  of 
3,000  grams  of  fat  to  a  patient  per  week,  instead  of  a 
previous  270.  Its  use  is  also  attended  by  a  gain  in 
nitrogen,  which  acts  as  a  tissue  builder,  and  it  has  the- 
additional  value  in  consumption  that  it  dissolves  the  waxy- 
envelope  round  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  so  assists  in 
its  destruction.  This  has  been  proved  by  means  of  a 
stain  test.  Dr.  Williams  referred  to  Heyerdahl's  and! 
Moller's  work  on  the  composition  of  the  oil,  which  proved 
that  unsaturated  fatty  acid  in  the  oil  is  the  active  prin- 
ciple. He  thanked  Mr.  Abraham  for  information  and 
samples  received,  and  at  the  conclusion  he  was  cordially: 
thanked. 

North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on- 
October  20  at  Stoke-on-Trent,  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
the  President  (Mr.  Weston  Poole,  Newcastle-under-Lyme), 
and  there  were  also  present  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Hanley ; 
Mr.  E.  Mellor,  Uttoxeter  (Vice-President) ;  Mr.  T.  Bent- 
ley,  Stoke  (Hon.  Secretary);  Mr.  W.  II .  Kemp,  Fenton. 
(Treasurer) ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Blades,  Leek ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Blades, 
Leek;  Mr.  E.  Corner,  Hanley;  Mr.  G.  Cope,  Leek;  Mr.  E.. 
Griffiths,  Kidsgrove;  Mr.  E.  Sant  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dale,. 
Stoke;  Mr.  W.  D.  Edge,  Wolstanton ;  Mr.  W.  Tipper, 
Stoke;  Mr.  S.  G.  Challinor,  Fenton  ;  and  Mr.  E.  N.  Torry 
(Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Liverpool). 

Presidential  Address. — Mr.  Weston  Poole  began  his 
address  by  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Michael  Carteigher 
who  all  would  agree  was  a  man  with  a  single  thought — 
that  what  he  did  would  benefit  pharmacy.  The  end  of  the 
Federation  was  sympathetically  mentioned,  and  the  hope 
expressed  that  now  the  Society  had  taken  up  the  work  it 
would  be  done  better,  if  possible,  than  ever  before.  Mr. 
Poole  said  there  had  been  no  diminution  during  the  last. 
few  months  in  the  number  of  applications  for  poison- 
licences.  Numerous  seedsmen  had  obtained  licences,  and 
pharmacists  would  find  it  difficult  to  prevent  the  granting 
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of  these  licences,  because  local  authorities  could  not 
differentiate  between  one  tradesman  and  another.  So  long 
as  the  applicant  for  a  licence  is  a  man  of  decent  character, 
occupying  suitable  premises,  his  application  is  likely  to  be 
successful.  The  trade  in  agricultural  poisons  in  conse- 
quence would  tend  to  leave  the  chemist,  as  the  seedsman  is 
in  the  habit  of  calling  upon  gardeners  and  selling  weed- 
killer at  the  same  time. 

Annual  Reports.—  Mr.  Bentley  (Hon.  Secretary)  pre- 
sented his  annual  report,  which  was  adopted.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  a  credit  balance  of  41.  13.s.  Id., 
against  21.  17s.  Id.  last  year,  and  he  added  that  he  had 
been  particularly  struck  with  the  loyal  manner  in  which 
members  pay  their  subscriptions.  During  the  discussion 
of  this  report  several  members  touched  upon  the  question 
of  a  buying  section  of  the  Association  and  early  closing. 

Presentation. — The  President,  on  behalf  of  the 
members,  then  presented  Mr.  E.  Mellor  with  a  wedding 
gift,  consisting  of  a  biscuit- jar  in  blue  Wedgwood  jasper- 
ware,  and  a  fruit-dish  in  silver-lustre  ware.  Mr. 
Edmund  Jones  and  Mr.  Tipper  also  spoke,  and  Mr. 
Mellor  replied. 

Election  of  Officers. — Mr.  Weston  Poole  was  re-elected 
President,  and  Mr.  Blades  and  Mr.  Mellor  were  elected 
Vice-Presidents.  The  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were 
re-elected,  and  Messrs.  E.  Jones,  E.  Griffiths,  W.  Tipping, 
J.  A.  Dale,  and  W.  D.  Edge  were  appointed  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Cardi.f  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Cardiff, 
on  Wednesday,  October  5,  Mr.  J.  L.  Jones  presiding. 

Panopepton. — Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  of 
London,  wrote  as  follows  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the 
committee  of  the  Association  : 

"  We  are  prepared  to  do  anything  that  seems  advisable 
to  keep  '  Panopepton  '  off  the  excisable  list,  and  so  allow  it 
to  be  sold  by  all  chemists.  We  are  receiving  quite  a  number 
of  letters  from  chemists  which  go  to  show  that  the  writers 
are  opposed  to  '  Panopepton  '  having  been  placed  on  the 
excisable  list.  That  something  will  be  done  to  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise,  with  the  view  of 
making  it  possible  for  all  chemists  to  handle  '  Panopepton,' 
is  a  certainty.  Whether  or  not  we  shall  resort  to  the  stamp- 
duty  and  have  '  Panopepton  '  classed  as  a  patent  medicine 
we  cannot  say." 

Mr.  Councillor  Jabez  A.  Jones  thought  they  should 
support  the  action  of  the  Torquay  Association  and  en- 
deavour to  get  panopepton  removed  altogether  from  the 
excisable  list.  If  people  once  began  to  go  to  the  grocers 
for  it,  the  chemists  would  lose  its  sale  altogether. 
Mr.  W.  R.  Hopkin  did  not  see  why  panopepton  should 
not  be  put  on  the  patent-medicine  list ;  and  after  Mr.  Leo 
Joseph  had  explained  why  panopepton  is  dutiable,  it  was 
decided  to  urge  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  try  and 
remove  the  restriction. 

Local  Matters. — A  resolution  to  renew  the  subscription 
of  21.  2s.  to  the  Cardiff  Infirmary  brought  out  the  interest- 
ing fact  that,  through  suggestions  made  by  them,  Mr. 
Councillor  J.  A.  Jones  and  Mr.  Leo  Joseph  had  been  instru- 
mental in  effecting  a  saving  in  the  surgical  and  dispensing 
department  of  the  institution  of  700/.  in  half  a  year. — A 
letter  was  read  from  a  provisional  committee  of  trades- 
men, inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Association  in  the  formation  of  a  Chamber  of  Trade  for 
Cardiff.  Mr.  Councillor  J.  A.  Jones  said  this  was  what 
they  themselves  proposed  about  a  couple  of  years  ago.  It 
was  decided  to  add  the  President's  name  to  the  Provisional 
Committee. 

Witness  Fees  for  Chemists. — The  suggestion  from  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association  was  considered  and  sup- 
ported. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  The 
membership  of  the  Association  is  still  increasing,  sixty- 
eight  now  being  enrolled,  or  95  per  cent,  of  the  chemists 
of  the  district. 

The  Following  Officers  were  elected  :  President,  Mr. 
Leo  Joseph  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  E.  Poole ;  Secretary,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Williams;  Assistant-Secretary,  Mr.  L.  Lea;  Com- 
mercial Secretary,  Mr.  Blake  Benjamin.  The  following 
were  constituted  the  committee  :   A.   Hagon.  Jabez  A. 


Jones,  Ben  Reynolds,  H.  A.  Gernold,  J.  D.  Jenkins,  H.  L. 
Davies,  J.  Murray,  Joseph  Reynolds,  and  S.  B.  Eason. 
Mr.  L.  Lea's  paper  on  "Pharmaceutical  Training"  was 
postponed. 

Lancaster  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel  on  Octo- 
ber 20.  Mr.  W.  Arkle  (President)  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  H.  Troughton  (Vice-President),  J.  B.  Shattock 
(Hon.  Secretary),  R.  S.  Angus  (Hon.  Treasurer),  and 
Messrs.  Bate,  Gorst,  Maxwell,  Taylor,  Whinneself, 
Parker,  Knowles  (Morecambe). 

Mr.  J.  Vince  was  nominated  as  Divisional  Secretary  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Angus  on 

Dispensing-Doctors, 
in  which  the  author  stated  that  dispensing  by  doctors  is 
unfair  to  the  chemist  as  well  as  to  the  general  public.  The 
same  system  does  not  obtain  in  other  centres,  and  in  support 
of  this  Mr.  Angus  read  a  letter  from  a  Carlisle  chemist,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  local  doctors  write  prescrip- 
tions, and  the  patients  take  these  to  any  chemist  they  may 
choose.  Continuing,  Mr.  Angus  said  chemists  qualify  to 
dispense,  but  many  never  obtain  prescriptions  to  dispense. 
In  this  way  the  chemist  is  driven  to  prescribe  at  the  counter. 
The  causes  of  this  state  of  affairs  are,  firstly,  the  medical 
profession;  and,  secondly,  the  public  themselves.  The 
average  person  knows  that  every  time  he  goes  to  a  doctor  it 
means  at  least  half-a-crown,  and  he  also  knows  that  the 
chemist  will  make  him  up  a  bottle  for  a  shilling  or  less,  and 
he  therefore  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  he  will  try  the 
chemist.  If  the  chemist  hits  the  bull's  eye  the  first  time, 
he  is  lauded  by  that  customer,  high  and  low,  as  being 
more  clever  than  any  doctor,  while  all  the  time  nobody 
knows  better  than  the  chemist  that  it  was  a  case  of  hit  or 
miss.  What  we  should  do  in  such  a  case,  is  to  say  to  that 
man  :  "  You  must  go  and  see  a  doctor,  and  I  will  make  up 
the  prescription  for  you."  Under  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  such  an  ideal  state  of  things  is  impossible.  Some 
people  think  that  it  cannot  be  altered,  because  they  say  it 
would  sound  too  much  like  a  monopoly,  but  it  would  not  be 
a  monopoly  :  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  public ; 
and  with  this  the  best  men  in  the  medical  profession  agree. 
Mr.  Angus  said  that  having  spoken  strongly  of  chemists  pre- 
scribing, words  failed  him  when  he  thought  of  what  he  knew 
and  had  heard  of  doctors  dispensing.  He  asked  a  doctor 
some  time  ago  why  it  was  that  doctors  gave  medicines  every 
time  a  patient  called  to  see  them.  The  reply  was  that  they 
had  to  give  medicine,  as  the  patient  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  a  prescription  to  give  to  the  chemist.  Mr.  Angus 
differed  from  that,  and  said  that  if  doctors  would  only  write 
prescriptions  it  would  give  a  more  professional  status,  and 
people  would  consult  them  oftener,  and  above  all  chemists 
would  not  prescribe.  In  Scotland,  with  the  exception  of 
Glasgow,  the  chemist  dispenses,  and'over  a  great  part  of 
England  and  Ireland  the  same  happy  state  for  the  chemist 
prevails,  and  applies  all  the  country  over.  This  desirable 
and  necessary  state  of  affairs  could  be  brought  about  only 
by  legislation,  and  he  did  not  see  why  chemists  could  not 
obtain  their  proper  and  just  rights  by  legislation,  either 
by  a  fresh  charter  or  an  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
The  motto  should  be  :  The  chemist  to  check  the  doctor,  and 
the  doctor  to  check  the  chemist.  Chemists  have  not  only 
a  great  cause  to  fight  for,  but  also  a  just  one,  a  cause  which 
should  be  taken  up  by  everyone  who  suffers  under  the 
present  unjust  system  of  doing  business.  It  is  only  by 
every  chemist  helping  in  this  matter  that  the  fight  will  be 
won. 

After  a  discussion  by  all  those  present  a  resolution  was 
passed  deprecating  prescribing  by  chemists  and  dispensing 
by  doctors. 

^Public  Pharmacists  and  Dispensers'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  St.  Bride 
Institute,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C.,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  26,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J.P.  (President),  in 
the  chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  Geo.  W. 
Udale  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  all  those  present,  and 
stated  that  the  Council  had  arranged  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme for  the  session.  The  President  then  briefly  intro- 
duced Mr.  R,  Winfrey,  M.P.,  Ph.C,  who  delivered  the 
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Inaugural  Address, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  : 

Mr.  Winfrey  heartily  subscribed  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Association  and  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  members 
the  National  Union  of  School-teachers,  especially  in  regard 
to  legal  assistance  when  necessary.  Dealing  with  reports  on 
the  work  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Winfrey  said  that  in  the 
one  for  1908  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
of  that  year  should  include  provisions  for  the  safety  of  persons 
who  obtained  poisons  from  public  dispensaries  free  of  charge, 
in  the  same  way  as  the  safety  of  those  who  paid  for  them 
was  ensured.  In  other  words  their  demand  was  that  the  man 
who  dispensed  medicines  to  free,  gratis  patients  should  be  as 
fully  qualified  as  the  man  who  dispensed  medicines  in  the 
ordinary  pharmacist's  shop  where  medicines  were  paid  for. 
(Applause.)  He  certainly  could  subscribe  to  that.  This  was 
not  provided  by  the  Bill  they  succeeded  in  getting  through  the 
House  in  1908,  and  whether  it  would  be  provided  for  in  any 
future  Pharmacy  Bill  would  depend  very  largely  upon  them- 
selves. (Applause.)  The  proposal  was  of  so  common-sense 
a  nature  that  it  would  appeal  to  members  of  Parliament.  He 
was  certain  there  was  an  improvement  in  the  position  of  the 
pharmacist  of  to-day  as  compared  with  that  of  1885,  when  he 
first  entered  the  profession.    He  explained  that 

The  Bill  of  1908 
was  not  the  Bill  Mr.  Idris  and  he  desired.  They  found  when 
they  got  into  Parliament  that  the  former  Government  had  a 
measure  on  the  stocks  dealing  with  poisons  and  nothing  else. 
He  discovered  that  the  Government  department  was  master 
of  the  situation,  and  that  whether  the  Government  were 
Liberal  or  Tory  the  Department  would  practically  rule  and 
hold  sway.  Although  Mr.  Idris  and  he  did  not  gain  all  they 
wanted  with  respect  to  company  shops,  they  did  get  it  down 
in  black  and  white  that  in  every  shop  there  should  be  a  fully- 
qualified  man.  (Applause.)  Although  only  two  years  had 
gone  since  the  passing  of  the  measure,  he  prophesied  that  year 
after  year  the  position  of  the  qualified  pharmacist  would 
improve — (Mr.  Idris:  "  Hear,  hear.") — and  that  his  value  in 
the  open  market  would  be  higher  owing  to  the  clause  he 
referred  to.    Having  urged  that  the  authorities  appointing 

Dispensers  to  Pdblic  Institutions 
should  be  made  to  understand  the  difference  between  a  man 
who  had  passed  the  Minor  examination  and  one  who  had 
merely  passed  that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  assistants' 
examination,  Mr.  Winfrey  advocated  the  placing  of  dis- 
pensers in  public  institutions  on  the  same  footing  as  regards 
superannuation  as  the  officials  under  the  Poor  Law  and  Local 
Government.  He  next  referred  to  unqualified  dispensing  in 
surgeries,  saying  that  he  was  quite  certain  that  if  a  doctor 
has  an  unqualified  dispenser  "  it  is  like  the  blind  leading  the 
blind,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they  will  both  fall  into  the  ditch." 
(Applause.)  The  qualification  of  a  doctor  to  dispense  medi- 
cine is  a  perfect  scandal  in  this  country.  (Renewed  applause.) 
No  one  seems  inclined  to  dare  to  say  it;  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  seem  not  to  dare  to  say  it,  and  other  institutions  do 
not  seem  to  dare  to  say  it,  but  I  will  say  it.  (Applause.)  I 
have  personal  friends  who  are  doctors,  and  I  do  not  care  to 
single  out  any  particular  ones,  but  I  say  now  that  the  demands 
upon  a  man  who  goes  in  to  study  the  medical  profession  are 
so  great  and  so  numerous  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  study 
pharmacy  and  chemistry  as  he  ought  to  do,  and,  indeed,  he 
does  not  hesitate  openly  to  tell  you  that  he  does  not.  The 
lectures  on  pharmacy — the  few  that  are  given  him — are  a 
mere  farce,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
medical  men  who  are  turned  out  from  the  examining  room  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons  and  the  College  of  Physicians  know 
nothing  whatever  about  practical  dispensing.  And  yet  what 
happens,  and  this  in  an  enlightened  place  like  England  ? 
These  very  men.  having  passed  for  five  or  seven  years  through 
hospitals  and  through  colleges,  but  having  no  knowledge  of 
dispensing,  having  only  attended  probably  twelve  lectures  on 
pharmacy  at  the  most,  come  down,  set  up  a  country  surgery, 
and  start  poisoning  the  people  wholesale  in  some  rural 
districts.  I  have  never  taken  any  physic  from  a  country 
doctor,  and  I  never  will  as  long  as  I  live.  (Applause.)  I 
say,  without  using  too  strong  language,  that  the  knowledge 
of  pharmacy  possessed  by  the  ordinary  medical  practitioner  is 
very  slight  indeed,  and  that  it  is  a"  public  scandal  in  this 
country  that  we  should  allow  doctors  to  set  up  in  oractice  and 
to  start  dispensing  their  own  medicines  under  their  present 
qualification. 

Mr.  Winfrey  proceeded  to  discuss  details  of  the  subject,  and 
in  concluding  referred  to  the  place  that  women  are  taking  in 
pharmacy. 

The  President,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Winfrey,  said  his  personal  opinion  was  that  the  public 
outside  are  as  much  entitled  to  protection  against  unskil- 
ful dispensing  as  those  who  are  in  hospitals.  Doctors 


do  not  know  anything  about  drugs,  and  that  is  the  reason 
they  have  no  faith  in  them.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Udale  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried, 
and  a  similar  vote  was  passed  in  respect  to  the  President, 
after  which  Miss  Margaret  E.  Buchanan  described  the 
training  in  dispensing  given  to  medical  students  as  a  mere 
skimming  of  the  subject. 


Festivities. 


Croydcn-cum-Monico. 

The  Croydon  and  District  Pharmacists'  Association  is  only 
in  its  second  year,  but  there  is  nothing  of  the  "  mewling  and 
puking  infant  "  about  it.  It  is  apparently  a  very  healthy 
child,  and  able  to  enjoy  a  full  meal.  At  the  Cafe  Monico, 
London,  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  26,  its  youth  and 
vigour  were  reflected  in  the  breezy  President  (Mr.  H.  Paget 
Matthews),  who  presided  over  a  gathering  numbering  105, 
and  whose  good-humour  infected  the  entire  assembly.  Among 
those  present  were  Messrs.  J.  F.  Harrington,  J.  Ilarcombe 
Cuff,  Raithby  Procter,  Higgs,  Windemer,  Clements,  R. 
Feaver  Clarke,  A.  Stooke,  Harry  Hickey  (Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.),  Charles  Martin  and  W.  A.  Dixon  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons), 
J.  Royle,  Jun.  (Ingram  &  Royle),  C.  S.  Presant  (Sangers'j., 
Peck  (Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  R.  L.  Griffiths,  Philip  Holmes, 
Roberts,  Dicks,  and  Shaw  (Croydon),  Atkinson  (Lpper  Nor- 
wood), Lawrence  (Kenley),  Makepeace  (Sydenham),  and  the 
Hon.  Secretaries,  Messrs.  S.  A.  Noble  and  C.  Dickinson. 
The  speeches  after  dinner  were  short  and  to  the  point,  and 
the  musical  programme  was  exceptionally  good.  The  singers 
were  individually  artistes,  and  other  Associations  with  fes- 
tivities looming  before  them  would  do  well  to  keep  an  eye  on 
Miss  Eleanor  Baker,  Miss  Eunice  Grounds,  Mr.  T.  P.  Cowley, 
Mr.  Alfred  Millner,  Mr.  Arnold,  and  Mr.  Donally.  The  best 
speech  was  Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison's,  in  proposing  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  "  The  Croydon  Pharmacists'  Association."  Mr. 
Paget  Matthews's  remarks  in  reply  to  the  toast  were  breezily 
arrayed,  and  traced  the  inception  of  the  Croydon  Association 
from  the  casual  meeting  of  "  four  respectable  chemists  on  a 
Sunday  morning  two  years  ago"  up  to  the  present  member- 
ship of  fifty-four,  "  all  of  whom  have  paid  their  subscrip- 
tions."   The  usual  loyal  and  trade  toasts  were  given. 

Dinner  at  Southsea. 

The  Portsmouth  Pharmacists'  Association  held  their  second 
annual  dinner  at  the  County  Club,  Kent  Road,  Southsea,  on 
October  26,  and  the  function  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  The 
company  present  numbered  about  fifty,  and  included  Messrs. 
Neathercoat  and  White,  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps,  Mr.  Oliver  Free- 
man, Principal,  and  Dr.  F.  Beddow,  Vice-Principal  of  the 
Technical  College;  Mr.  F.  Arnaud,  borough  analyst;  Messrs. 
Brown  (Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.),  Carr  (Sangers')u 
Pearce  (British  Drug  Houses),  and  Widdowson  (Wright,  Lay- 
man &  Umney,  Ltd.). 

The  President  (Mr.  T.  A.  White)  occupied  the  centre  of  the 
table,  and  the  cafe  noir,  appearing  a  little  before  nine  o'clock, 
heralded  the  speech-making.  After  the  loyal  toast,  Mr. 
White  gave  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  introduced 
the  two  representatives  of  the  Society  who  were  present  to  tell 
their  hearers  everything  about  the  Society  and  its  work, 
instancing  as  knotty  points  the  title  "  Pharmacy  "  and  the 
curriculum.  Mr.  Neathercoat,  in  responding,  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  touched  on  a  variety  of  matters  of 
Council  policy.  Referring  to  local  Associations,  he  said : 
"  I  have  a  great  admiration  for  local  Associations  and  the 
valuable  work  done  by  them.  The  way  you  receive  this  toast 
is  proof  that  you  do  not  regard  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  antiquated."  (A  Voice:  "  Query.")  "  I  always  claim  that 
the  history  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  one  of  good 
progress,  and  despite  critics,  want  of  support,  and  with  all 
other  difficulties,  it  can  claim  a  record  of  which  every  member 
should  be  proud."  Dealing  with  certificates  of  qualification, 
he  said  that  officers  of  the  Society  had  visited  about  7.000 
shops,  and  at  the  first  visit  had  found  that  in  20  per  cent,  the 
certificate  was  not  exhibited.  Letters  had  been  sent  to  the 
offenders,  and  generally  they  undertook  to  put  the  matter 
right,  but  a  small  proportion  object.  "  I  can't  understand 
such  an  attitude,"  said  Mr.  Neathercoat.  "  The  thing  is 
entirely  in  favour  of  every  registered  man:  practically  it  was 
a  means  of  distinguishing  between  a  genuine  pharmacist  and 
a  bogus  establishment."  Mr.  T.  H.  Cruse  (ex-President)  pro- 
posed "  The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference."  to  which 
Mr.  Edmund  White  replied,  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
said  the  curriculum  is  a  matter  in  which  local  Associations  can 
greatly  assist  the  Society.  It  must  be  reasonable  and  intro- 
duced in  a  mild  form.  For  the  present,  the  Minor  is  stiff 
enough,  but  more  attention  must  be  given  to  the  Preliminary. 
No  youth  ought  to  be  apprenticed  who  had  not  passed  the 
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Entrance  examination;  this  would  prevent  many  drifting 
into  the  ranks  of  the  unqualified  and  spoiling  the  calling. 
Mr.  S.  Rogers  proposed  "  The  Guests,"  which  was  replied 
to  by  the  Principals  of  the  Technical  College.  Mr.  Cripps 
.gave  "The  Association,"  and  the  President,  Vice-President, 
and  Secretary  replied.  Mr.  Cripps's  chief  point  was  a 
suggestion  that  if  purchases  of,  say,  Easton's  syrup  be  made 
from  unqualified  sellers,  the  third  portion  (retained  in  case 
of  reference  to  Somerset  House)  might  be  sent  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  a  prosecution  follow. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  October  19  at  the  Gervis  Hall 
Restaurant.  The  President  (Mr.  Francis  Rose)  presided,  and 
was  supported  by  the  Mayor  of  Bournemouth  (Councillor  G.  E. 
Bridge),  Dr.  Humphrey  Davy  (President  of  the  Bournemouth 
Medical  Society),  Dr.  A.  D.  Edwards  (Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health),  Mr.  A.  M.  Kempe  (President  of  the 
Bournemouth  Dental  Association),  Mr.  W.  T.  Kingsnorth 
'(President  of  the  Bournemouth  Grocers'  Association),  Mr. 
•Charles  Umney,  Mr.  C.  D.  Newton  (President  of  the  Bourne- 
mouth Builders'  Association),  Dr.  F.  C.  Forster,  Dr.  A. 
Heygate  Vernon,  Dr.  F.  Heasman,  Messrs.  E.  Bullen,  W.  W. 
Wilkins,  J.  H.  Scampton,  F.  W.  Hornby,  W.  E.  Curtis,  W.  A. 
Bingham  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association),  Douglas 
Bridge,  A.  E.  Ball,  Stewart  Hardwick,  H.  R.  M.  Harvey, 
F.  E.  Bilson,  E.  Insley,  G.  Insley,  W.  H.  Burrows,  D.  S. 
Savory,  W.  J.  Cooper  (Chief  Sanitary  Inspector),  C.  J.  Reid, 
E.  Bel'l,  J.  L.  Robinson,  T.  Hirst,  A.  Akhurst,  W.  B.  Botham 
'Gordon,  J.  H.  Williams,  Adamson,  C.  F.  R.  Pars,  H.  J. 
Hughes,  A.  Worth,  J.  A.  Havnes,  E.  J.  Allen  (British  Drug 
Houses,  Ltd.),  G.  Hardy  and  J.  S.  Emlyn  (Idris,  Ltd.),  T.  S. 
Widdowson  (Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.),  W.  Parker 
'(Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.),  A.  T.  Tyler  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.), 
T.  Carr  (Sanger's),  Jolly  (Butler  &  Crispe),  Hazard,  Gothard, 
W.  T.  Jeffs,  W.  Jones,  Ayre,  and  others. 

The  toast  of  "The  County  Borough  of  Bournemouth  "  was 
-submitted  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Haynes  and  replied  to  by  the  Mayor. 
'The  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Profession  "  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Stewart  Hardwick,  and  Dr.  A.  Humphrey  Davy,  re- 
sponding, said  that  pharmacists  form  a  most  important  branch 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  he  congratulated  the  members 
on  the  skill  and  accuracy  with  which  they  attended  not  only 
■to  the  great  principles,  but  the  minute  details  of  the  work. 
Dr.  A.  Heygate  Vernon  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Bournemouth 
Pharmaceutical  Association,"  and  said  the  work  of  phar- 
maceutical chemists  is  getting  more  and  more  scientific  as  the 
years  went  by.  The  work  they  learned  when  they  were 
■qualifying  represented  only  a  small  proportion  of  what  they 
had  to  know  to-day  He  urged  they  should  do  all  they  could 
to  get  their  senior  body  to  adopt  the  metric  system.  Of  all 
■different  weights  and  measures  the  apothecaries'  was  the 
most  complex.    He  deprecated  the  enormous  amount  of 

Proprietary  Articles 
now  thrust  upT/n  them,  which  from  the  medical  point  of  view 
had  now  become  a  source  of  annoyance.  He  deprecated  also 
"the  growing  tendency  of  large  London  firms  to  introduce  a 
Pharmacopoeia  of  their  own.  There  must,  he  thought,  come 
a  reaction  of  this  kind  of  thing.  The  President,  in  acknow- 
ledgment, said  chemists  deplored  quite  as  much  as  the  medical 
profession  the  vast  amount  of  literature  thrust  into  their 
letter-boxes :  but  it  came  into  their  hands  as  well,  and  un- 
fortunately they  had  to  read  it,  for  the  reason  that  they  never 
"knew  what  moment  they  might  be  called  upon  for  some 
"  fluid  extract  of  broom-handles,"  or  something  of  the  kind, 
■which  somebody  might  prescribe,  and  which  they  would  be 
■expected  to  know  all  about.  He  believed  that  nowhere  was 
-the  art  of  pharmacy  so  much  appreciated  by  the  medical 
profession  as  it  was  in  Bournemouth,  and  they  were  grateful 
for  the  way  in  which  their  efforts  were  received.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Bingham  (Hon.  Secretary)  proposed  "  Kindred  Associations 
and  the  Guests,"  to  which  Mr.  Charles  Umney  responded. 
He  characterised  the  heavier  duties  placed  on  spirit  as 
iniquitous  and  unjust. 


Poisoning  Cases. 


Eight  cases  only  of  poisoning  are  reported  this  week,  three 
being  cases  where  the  poison  was  accidentally  taken. 

Ammonia.— Andrew  Clark  (23),  of  South  Kirkby,  Ponte- 
5ract,  when  in  drink  took  a  draught  of  ammonia  and  died 
within  a  short  time. 

Carbolic  A.cid. — At  an  inquest  held  last  week  on  the  body 
of  a  Dublin  man  who  died  suddenly,  Dr.  C.  Dunlop, 
L.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  Camden  Street  Medical  Hall,  de- 
posed that  he  found  a  strong  smell  of  carbolic  acid  in  the 
room  where  deceased  was  found,  and  that  septic  pneumonia 
which  supervened  was  probably  caused  by  the  taking  of  car- 
bolic acid.    Mr.  Richd.  Taylor,  chemist's  assistant,  stated 


that  deceased  purchased  from  him  a  sixpenny  bottle  of  crude 
carbolic  acid.  A  verdict  was  returned  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence. 

Diachylon. — Tne  verdict  of  "  Death  from  lead-poisoning 
self-administered  in  the  form  of  diachylon  "  was  returned  at 
the  inquest  held  at  Hyson  Green  on  October  24  on  the  body 
of  Gertrude  May  Flett  (23).  a  waitress,  who  lived  in  lodgings 
at  49  Vicarage  Street,  Nottingham,  and  died  there  on  Octo- 
ber 9.  The  inquest  had  been  adjourned  for  an  analysis  to  be 
made  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Trotman,  who  deposed  to  finding  lead 
present  in  the  body  in  a  sufficient  quantity  to  cause  death. 

Essence  of  Lemon. — At  Llandudno  Junction  an  inquest  was 
held  on  the  body  of  John  Davies  (60),  and  death  was  due  to 
accidentally  drinking  the  contents  of  a  bottle  of  essence  of 
lemon. 

Oxalic  Acid. — At  Castletown,  Dundalk,  on  October  23, 
Lawrence  Traynor  (70),  a  coachman,  drank  oxalic  acid  in 
mistake  for  Epsom  salts,  and  died  before  a  doctor  could  be  got. 
— A  commercial  traveller  named  Ellis  (56),  Halifax,  poisoned 
himself  with  oxalic  acid,  and  at  the  inquest  it  was  alleged 
that  a  local  doctor  refused  to  attend  when  summoned  by  the 
wife  of  deceased. 

Potassium  Cyanide. — The  medical  evidence  given  at  an 
inquest  at  Islington  on  Daisv  Woolford  (22)  w>as  to  the  effect 
that  death  was  due  to  potassium  cyanide ;  but,  as  the  case  was 
not  clear,  the  inquiry  was  adjourned  to  enable  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  to  be  analysed. 

Prussic  Acid. — An  inquest  was  held  on  October  20  at  the 
Royal  Oak,  Shepshed,  on  the  body  of  George  William  Turner, 
grocer,  of  Field  Street,  who  died  from  the  effects  of  poison. 
Frederick  Smith,  chemist,  said  deceased  came  to  his  shop 
and  asked  for  an  ounce  of  prussic  acid,  saying  that  he  wanted 
to  poison  a  dog.  He  was  told  to  bring  the  dog  next  morning ; 
but  he  remarked  that  the  dog  had  to  be  poisoned  in  an  hour, 
and  was  supplied  with  1  drachm  of  the  acid  diluted  with  2  oz. 
of  water.  A  verdict  of  "  Suicide  while  of  unsound  mind  " 
was  returned,  the  Coroner  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
chemist  had  exercised  every  precaution  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  the  poison. 


Trade-marks  Applied  For. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  anv  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  wh:cn  tne  marks 
are  desired. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  5,  1910.) 
"C  H  O,"  in  three  white  circles  on  black  ground;  for 
chemicals  (1).    By  Chance  &  Hunt,  Ltd.,  Park  Lane,  Old- 
bury.  326,345. 

"  Cabbonol,"  and  tree  device;  for  disinfectants,  dips,  and 
washes  for  sheep  (2).  Bv  Barrett  Manufacturing  Co., 
17  Battery  Place,  New  York  City,  U.S.A.  325,507. 

"  Calogen  "  ;  for  a  chemical  fumigator  (2).  By  O.  A.  Elias, 
123  Waller  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.E.  326,354. 

"  Henry's  Calcined  Magnesia,"  and  label  device;  for  cal- 
cined magnesia  (3).  By  T.  &  W.  Henry,  11  East  Street, 
Lower  Mosley  Street,  Manchester.  324,704. 

"  Quickwell,"  and  picture  of  well  with  bucket :  for  medicinal 
chemicals  (3).  By  Baines  &  Whitmore,  Ltd.,  14  Halford 
Street,  Leicester.  3x5,694. 

"  Tonoeia  "  and  "  Trichoma  "  ;  for  all  goods  (3).  By  Os- 
borne, Garrett  &  Co.,  51-54  Frith  Street,  London,  W. 
325,725/6. 

"  Cargentos  " ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  (3).  By 

H.  K.  Mulford  Co.,  412-428  South  Thirteenth  Street, 

Philadelphia,  U.S.A.  326,004. 
"  Sol  =  UBL  =  Studs,"  and  monogram  "  H.G."  :  for  medicated 

pessaries  and  suppositories  (3).    By  H.  Glover,  5  Oakden 

Street,  Kennington,  London,  S.E.  326,162. 
"  Arsenobenzosol  "   and  "  Arsabenzosol  "  ;   for  medicinal 

chemicals  (3).    By  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst 

a/Main.  326,303/4. 
"  Erseol  "  ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  (3).  By  Prunier 

et  Cie.,  6  Avenue  Vicharia,  Paris.  326,589. 
"  Talok  "  ;  for  photographic  lenses  (8).   By  Taylor,  Taylor  & 

Hobson,  Ltd.,  Stoughton  Street  Works,  Leicester.  326,046. 
"  Tantaloid  ";  for  artificial  teeth  (11).    By  Anglo-American 

Tooth-manufacturing  Co.,  30  Eisenbahnstrasse,  Sprend- 

lingen,  Frankfurt-on-Main.  324,749. 
"  Crax  "  ;  for  enemas  (11).    Bv  H.  Nickel  &  Co.,  101-105  Gos- 

well  Road,  London,  E.G.  325,941. 
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Trade  Report  and  Market  Review. 


The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugi,  oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  than  those  here 
quoted  are  obtained  for  selected  qualities  of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers  cannot,  therefore,  for  these 
and  other  reasons,  expect  to  purchase  at  these  prices. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  October  27. 

ALTHOUGH  business  in  crude  drugs  continues  quiet, 
the  chemical  market  shows  a  fair  amount  of  activity 
both  on  home  and  export  account.  Price-changes  in  general 
are  to  sellers'  advantage,  the  outstanding  feature  being 
the  substantial  rise  in  cream  of  tartar  owing  to  spot  scarcity 
and  the  failure  of  the  French  wine-crop.  Tartaric  acid 
is  also  dearer,  with  no  sellers  of  English  for  forward 
delivery,  while  soda  tart,  and  seidlitz-powder  are  much 
higher,  the  former  by  9s.  per  cwt.  Citric  acid  is  easier. 
Japanese  slab  camphor  is  firmer  for  shipment,  but  China 
crude  is  without  interest.  Copper  sulphate  is  2s.  bd. 
higher.  Quicksilver  in  second  hands  is  easier.  In 
the  drug  and  spice  department,  ipecacuanha  is  firmer. 
Ergot  is  very  firm  and  scarce,  jalap  tending  easier. 
Hydrastis,  wahoo  bark,  and  black  haw  have  advanced,  and 
a  return  to  low  prices  for  many  of  these  botanicals  seems 
remote,  as  gatherers  in  the  United  States  appear  to  find 
more  remunerative  employment  in  other  directions.  Carda- 
moms have  now  been  practically  cleared  from  first  hands 
at  last  week's  advance,  and  more  money  is  asked  for  seed. 
Castor  oil  is  firmer,  and  cod-liver  oil  easier.  Menthol  is 
firm  but  quiet.  Vanilla  at  auction  was  lower,  and  shellac 
without  reserve  easier,  but  the  private  market  is  dearer. 
Japan  wax  has  been  active.  Turpentine  is  practically 
unaltered  on  the  week.  The  principal  changes  have  been 
as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Blaekhaw  bark 

Camphor  rtf. 

Citric  acid 

Chillies 

Cloves 

(Jap.  slabs) 

Cod-liver  oil 

Vanilla 

Cream  of 

Cardamoms 

Pepper 

tartar 

and  ssed 

Quicksilver 

Hydrastis 

Copper 

(seconds) 

Pulv.  seidlitz 

sulphate 

Soda  tart. 

Ipecacuanha 

Wahoo  bark 

Mace 

Tartaric  acid 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  October  27. — The  sales  of  opium  since  last 
Friday  amount  to  216  cases  at  between  12s.  9d.  and 
13s.  bd.  per  lb.    Market  is  firm  and  rain  required. 

New  York,  October  27. — Business  in  drugs  is  fair. 
Opium  is  nominal  at  $4.60.  Rio  ipecac,  is  firmer  at  $1.50. 
Peppermint  oil  is  steady  at  $2.z5.  Jalap  is  easier  at 
42c.  Spearmint  oil  is  lower  at  $3.25.  Senega  is  steady  at 
44c.  Balsam  Canada  is  lower  at  $4.40  per  gallon. 
Copaiba  is  steady  at  38c.  for  Central  and  South  American. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

October  25. 

The  tone  of  the  market  during  the  past  week  has  been 
good,  and  it  is  thought  that  exports  will  show  a  considerable 
increase  on  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Bleaching 
powder  continues  exceedingly  scarce,  and  for  early  delivery 
is  higher  at  41.  15s.  per  ton  for  softwood  casks,  on  rails, 
makers'  works.  Caustic  soda,  on  the  other  hand,  has  shown 
some  weakness,  although  contracts  are  still  being  booked 
over  1911  at  9/.  5s.  to  9/.  10s.  for  70  to  72  per  cent,  white; 
10/.  2s.  bd.  to  10/.  7s.  bd.  per  ton  for  76  to  77  per  cent,  liquid ; 
70°  Tw.  ditto,  3/.  4s.  to  3/.  7s.  bd. ;  and  90°  Tw.  4?.  4s.  to 
4/.  7s.  bd.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  makers'  works,  net  cash.  Caustic 
potash  is  unchanged.  The  improved  tone  in  carbonate  of 
potash  continues,  and  a  large  business  is  reported  in  Russian 


90  to  92  per  cent,  for  delivery  to  July  next  at  16/.  to  16/.  5s. 
per  ton  c.i.f.  U.K.  ports.  German  90  to  92  per  cent,  is  still 
obtainable  at  16/.  5s.  f.o.b.  Hamburg  net.  Pure  soda-crystals, 
prompt  and  forward,  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton  net  makers'  works. 
There  has  been  a  slight  easing-off  in  crude  glycerin,  and. 
several  parcels  which  have  been  pressed  for  sale*  have  gone- 
at  reduced  prices.  Distilled  remains  firm,  with  little  offering. 
Sulphate  of  copper  has  varied  considerably  during  the  month,, 
and  closed  10s.  to  15s.  per  ton  higher.  The  advance,  how- 
ever, has  had  the  effect  of  checking  sales.  White  powdered! 
arsenic  has  shown  a  steadier  feeling,  but  prices  still  favour 
buyers.  After  remaining  stationary  for  a  long  period,  per- 
manganate of  potash,  has  advanced  4s.  to  5s.  per  ton.  In 
sundries  the  Dutch  position  for  farinas  remains  strong,  andi 
there  is  no  pressure  to  sell,  but  German  is  slightly  easier, 
both  prompt  and  forward.  Italian  green  olive-oil  soap  is 
not  offering  in  quantity,  and  60  to  62  per  cent,  cut  into  suit- 
able pieces  is  quoted  at  24s.  per  cwt.  ex  store.  Greases  are 
generally  unaltered,  white  skin  not  offering.  Castor  oil  is  in. 
very  good  demand  for  prompt  delivery,  but  not  much  interest 
is  shown  in  forward  positions.  Coal-tar  products  have  beer* 
fairly  steady,  especially  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  closes- 
at  12/.  10s.  to  12/.  16s.  5d.  per  ton  f.o.r.  Manchester.  Carbolic 
acid  and  benzols  are  firm,  but  creosote  is  on  the  easy  side. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  volume  of  deliveries  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
keeps  up  well,  but  the  market  is  not  quite  so  brisk  with 
regard  to  new  business.  This  is  doubtless  partly  due  to  the- 
fact  of  good  purchases  previously  made  ahead,  and  partly  due- 
to  the  decline  of  the  export  demand  customary  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  The  tone  of  the  market  is  firm,  and  values  are- 
well  maintained. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  firm  and  higher,  with  present 
nearest  values  :  Beckton,  25  per  cent,  ammonia  guaranteed,. 
12/.  12s.  bd.  net  cash;  London  terms,  12/.  7s.  bd.  to  12/.  10s. 
net  cash ;  Leith,  13/.  5s.  ;  Hull,  13/.  2s.  bd.  ;  and  Liverpool,. 
13/.  2s.  bd.  to  13/.  3s.  9cZ.  The  manufacturers'  ideas  for  for- 
ward delivery  early  part  of  next  year  seem  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  prompt  figures.  Little  business  is  being: 
concluded. 

Benzols  continue  very  steady,  and  present  indications  seem> 
to  point  to  still  higher  figures.  The  demand,  especially  for 
90  per  cent.,  is  strong.  Good  forward  sales  have  been  made. 
Present  naked  prices:  London,  90  per  cent.,  b^d.,  and  50  per 
cent.,  l^d.  ;  North,  bd.  to  b^d.  and  Id.  respectively. 

Alkali-produce. — This  market  continues  busy  on  business- 
for  both  prompt  and  forward.  Bleaching-powder  is  still 
scarce  and  firm  at  from  4/.  7s.  bd.  to  4/.  15s.  for  softwood 
casks  free  on  rails.  Caustic  soda  has  been  slightlv  quieter: 
76  to  77  per  cent.,  11/.  to  11/.  2s.  bd. ;  70  per  cent.,*  10/.  5s.  to. 
10/.  7s.  6cZ.  :  and  60  per  cent.,  9/.  5s.  to  9/.  7s.  bd.  Contract 
account,  1911 :  home  trade  10s.  per  ton  less,  and  export  20s. 
per  ton  less.  Ammonia  alkali  maintained  and  in  good  de- 
mand at  41.  to  41.  5s.  in  bags  free  on  rails  for  prompt  and 
forward.  Soda-crystals  steady,  on  basis  of  52s.  bd.  to  57s.  bd. 
per  ton  in  bags  free  on  rails,  and  5s.  per  ton  less  early  1911 
delivery.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  has  been  moving  steadily  at 
5/.  to  6/.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  according  to  packages,  etc. 
Saltcake  in  demand  at  42s.  bd.  Chlorates  of  potash  and! 
soda  steady  at  3£<Z.  to  Z%d.  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and 
soda  firmer  at  4^d.  and  3fZ.  per  lb.  respectively.  Hyposulphite- 
of  soda  scarce  and  firm :  ordinary  crystals  in  casks  5/.  to- 
5/.  10s.  per  ton,  deliveries  in  1-cwt.  kegs  5/.  15s.  to  11.  15s. 
per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quantitv.  Silicates  of 
soda  steady:  140°  Tw.,  4/.  7s.  bd.  to  41.  17s.*  6(7.. ;  100°  Tw., 
3/.  17s.  bd.  to  41.  Is.  bd. ;  and  70°  Tw.,  37.  10s.  to  41.,  according- 
to  quality,  quantity,  and  destination. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Citric  Acid  is  quiet.  Spot  (Hamburg)  and  for  delivery  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  is  quoted  at  m.270  per  kilo. 

Copper  Sulphate. — The  firmness  of  the  metal  is  especially 
perceptible,  the  world's  stocks  having  fallen  by  12,500  tons  irt> 
one  month,  and  the  American  production  has  noticeably 
decreased.  This  has  as  yet  not  influenced  sulphate.  The- 
situation  is  steadier,  but  the  large  stocks  admit  of  sales  at 
m.39  to  m.40  per  100  kg. 

Ergot. — As  Russian  offers  of  old  as  well  as  new  crop  are- 
not  reported,    consumers  have  turned   their   attention  to 
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Spanish,  and  offers  were  quickly  accepted.  For  delivery,  as 
well  as  for  spot,  m.3.55  per  kilo,  net  cash  is  quoted.  Further 
contracts  will  be  completed  at  m.4.  As  consumers  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  supplied  prices  are  likely  to  advance  further, 
as  stocks  in  Hamburg  are  limited  to  a  few  thousand  kilos,  of 
Spanish. 

Ether. — For  some  time  higher  prices  have  been  quoted,  and 
it  is  noticeable  that  the  quotations  are  uniform,  leading  to 
the  supposition  that  a  convention  among  makers  is  in  exist- 
ence. A  further  rise  in  prices  is  probable,  owing  to  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  spirit.  Collodion  is  also  dependent 
on  the  quotations  for  ether,  and  a  rise  of  m.5  per  100  kilos,  is 
notified. 

■Glycerin. — Crude  is  still  firm.  For  good  high  percentage 
m.145  to  m.150  per  100  kilos,  is  quoted. 

■Juniper  Berries. — It  is  more  and  more  noticeable  that  so 
abundant  a  crop  has  rarely  been  known.  Italian  sellers  hold 
large  quantities  and  wait  for  buyers,  though  prices  have 
fallen  to  m.19  to  m.20  per  100  kg.  for  natural,  and  to  m.25  to 
m.30  for  selected.  From  Hungary  also  a  large  crop  is 
reported. 

Lycopodium  is  somewhat  quieter,  and  cases,  both  spot 
i(Hamburg)  and  for  immediate  delivery,  are  quoted  at  m.365 
per  kilo,  net  cash.    For  delivery  m.10  less  might  buy. 

Mastich. — The  new  crop  has  given  a  scanty  yield,  and  a 
general  advance  has  taken  place,  good  selected  being  quoted 
at  between  m.450  and  m.500  per  100  kg. 

Quillaia  is  steady,  with  only  small  quantities  of  whole 
offering  at  m.47  to  m.49  per  100  kilos. 

Tin  Oxide. — Tin  (with  other  metals)  has  risen  rapidly 
recently,  with  the  result  that  tin  foil  and  tin  oxide  have  also 
advanced.  The  latter  is  quoted  to-day  by  the  sales  office  at 
tn.342  in  original  cases. 

American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  October  IS. 

Trading  in  drugs  continues  of  moderate  volume  in  the 
New  York  market,  the  opening  of  "  fall  "  business  not  being 
characterised  by  any  special  activity  in  a  speculative  way. 
For  jobbing  parcels,  however,  a  fair  business  is  passing,  and 
with  the  aggregate  approaching  the  normal,  the  tone  of  the 
market  remains  firm  and  hopeful. 

Aloes. — With  the  arrival  of  heavy  supplies  of  case  Curacao 
prices  eased  somewhat,  larger  lots  being  now  available  at 
7gC.  Gourds  and  Cape  are  in  quiet  demand  at  10c.  and  85C. 
respectively.  Aloin  is  2c.  cheaper  at  68c,  in  sympathy  with 
raw  material. 

Asafetida  continues  in  limited  supply,  and  with  an  active 
demand  in  progress  prices  are  hardening,  most  dealers  re- 
fusing to  shade  $1.65  for  manufacturing  supplies. 

Buchu. — Most  of  the  consuming  interests  seem  to  be  satis- 
fied meantime,  and,  owing  to  the  approach  to  new  supplies, 
prices  are  easier  at  $1.50  for  short. 

Canada  Balsam  is  in  light  demand,  and,  with  fair  stocks  on 
hand,  prices  are  rather  easy  at  $4.50  per  gal.  Genuine  Oregon 
is  the  turn  lower  at  95c,  with  other  descriptions  offering  at 
from  75c.  upwards,  according  to  origin. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Little  business  of  an  important  nature 
is  passing  on  spot,  and  75C.  to  8jc  rules,  as  to  age  and  quantity. 
The  Coast  market  continues  firm,  and  dealers  there  report 
extensive  sales  of  new  bark  to  the  large  manufacturing  in- 
terests. 

Copaiba. — Arrivals  of  C.  and  S.  Amei-ican  continue  light, 
but  with  the  moderate  demand  prevailing,  prices  are  just 
steady  at  38c.  to  40c,  despite  the  depletion  of  spot  supplies. 
Para  is  in  fair  request,  and  45c.  to  47c.  has  been  paid. 

Damiana-leaves  are  in  good  demand  for  export  account,  and 
51c  is  asked  for  the  most  desirable  grades,  which  are  under 
close  control. 

Hydrastis  is  in  fair  consuming  demand  on  spot,  and  values 
are  firm  on  the  basis  of  $2.25  for  U.S. P.  drug.  Reports  from 
country  markets  indicate  scarcity  in  the  gathering-districts, 
the  amount  dug  so  far  being  below  that  of  -last  year.  The 
firmness  of  the  country  position  is  further  sustained  by  an 
active  inquiry  for  European  account,  which  usually  develops 
at  this  time  of  year. 

Iodides. — An  upward  revision  of  the  iodides  schedule  has 
placed  the  manufacture  on  a  more  remunerative  footing,  the 
increase  being  based  on  a  10c  advance  in  potash,  soda,  and 
ammonia.  No  alteration  in  the  price  of  crude  iodine  has 
been  announced. 

Jalap  is  in  more  plentiful  supply,  and  with  keener  competi- 
tion for  the  business  prices  are  lower  at  43c  for  U.S. P.  grades. 

Opium. — Owing  to  the  firmer  position  of  the  primary 
markets,  the  spot  price  for  cases  was  advanced  lCc.  to  $4.75, 
with  a  small  turnover  in  progress. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  in  limited  supply  on  spot,  and  for 
moderate  supplies  prices  are  well  maintained  at  $2  25.  The 
present  crop  is  reported  to  be  below  earlier  expectations,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  the  outout  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
primary  dealers.    It  is  found,  however,  that  the  prevailing 


high  level  of  prices  is  restricting  consumption,  and  some 
dealers  anxious  to  realise  are  offering  supplies  at  prices  lower 
by  lCc.  to  15c. 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  flat  and  easier,  with  sales  of  English 
at. Is.  3§c?.,  and  foreign  Is.  3^cZ.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Dearer.  One  of  the  English  makers 
has  raised  his  price  to  Is.  O3C?.,  but  a  little  can  still  be 
had  at  Is.  Foreign  makers  are  also  unwilling  sellers  for- 
ward ;  for  prompt  delivery  10£c?.  to  10|c/.  is  quoted. 

Areca. — Business  has  been  done  in  Zanzibar  seconds  (a 
few  wormy)  at  17s.  6c/.  ;  but  good  sound  Ceylon  are  held  at 
22s.  to  22s.  6d. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  20  half-barrels  Bermuda  were 
bought  in  at  Is.  Id.,  and  28  cases  Natal  at  9c/. 

Balsam  Tolu  has  been  in  jobbing  demand  at  ll^c?.  for 
first  pile. 

Belladonna-root. — Business  has  been  done  in  foreign  at 
42s.  bd.  net,  which  is  also  quoted  for  English. 

Benzoin. — There  have  been  no  arrivals  of  Sumatra,  and 
the  stock  is  extremely  low.  Business  is  confined  to  a  few 
cases  here  and  there  in  second-hands. 

Black  Haw  Bark  is  much  dearer  at  Is.  per  lb.  spot. 

Buchu.— The  Walmsr  Castle  has  brought  sixteen  pack- 
ages from  Cape  Town,  said  to  be  mostly  longs.  Market 
is  quiet,  the  value  of  longs  and  ovals  being  from  Is. 
to  Is.  2d.,  and  rounds  from  3s.  to  3s.  bd.  per  lb.,  with 
retail  sales. 

Camphor  (Crude).— China  remains  uninteresting,  the 
spot  price  being  147s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Japanese  slabs  for  arrival  have 
been  sold  at  Is.  5^6?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  but  subsequently  the 
market  became  firmer.  Is.  5fc?.  c.i.f.  being  paid  for  arrival, 
December-January  shipment  to  Hamburg.  Spot  slabs  are 
quoted  at  Is.  6c?.,  1-oz.  tablets  at  Is.  Id.,  and  ^-oz.  Is.  l\d. 

Cardamoms. — Since  the  auctions  several  lots  have  been 
disposed  of  from  first  hands  at  the  advance  paid  last  week, 
and  the  market  is  now  very  bare,  while  26  cases  only  have 
arrived.  Ceylon  seed  is  held  for  2s.  2d.,  and  Bombay 
2s.  3c?.  to  2s.  4c?.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— Very  slow  at  from  38s.  to  40s.  spot. 

Chillies. — Lower  in  auction,  68  bags  East  African  sell- 
ing at  51s.  bd.  for  fair  bright,  and  47s.  bd.  for  dark  red  ; 
88  bags  Nyasaland  sold  at  47s.  for  fair  red  mixed  little 
yellowish,  and  44s.  6c?.  for  dark  red. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
Amsterdam  auction  to  be  held  on  November  3  show  that 
12,258  bales  and  857  cases  weigh  about  1,159,274  kilos., 
and  contain  the  equivalent  of  71,266  kilos,  of  quinine 
sulphate.  The  manufacturing  bark  weighs  1,009,359  kilos. , 
and  contains  65,850  kilos,  quinine  sulphate,  while  the 
pharmaceutical  bark  weighs  149,915  kilos.,  and  contains 
5,416  kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  The  average  percentage  of 
quinine  in  the  manufacturing  bark  is  6.53,  as  against 
6.72  per  cent,  at  the  auction  held  on  September  29. 

Cloves. — The  advance  in  Zanzibar  cloves  noted  last  week 
continued  uninterrupted,  after  the  close  of  our  report, 
until  Tuesday,  when  a  dull  and  easier  market  set  in,  this 
being  accentuated  at  the  opening  on  Wednesday,  but  closing 
firmer,  though  not  recovering  to  the  top  prices  paid  on 
Monday.  The  sales  have  been  chiefly  for  January-March 
delivery  at  from  6-j-f  c?.  to  7£<Z.  to  6f|c?. ;  and  March-May  at 
7c?.  to  7-^c?.  to  7c?. ;  for  arrival,  the  sales  include  November- 
January  shipment  at  6f|c?.  to  6Jc?:  to  6jfc?.  >  and  January- 
March  at  6|c?.  to  7jjjC?.  to  6f|c?.  Market  closes  sellers  of 
January-March  shipment  at  7£c?.  c.i.f.  and  January-March 
delivery  at  7-rWc?.  On  spot  sales  of  Zanzibar  have  been 
made  at  6|c?.  to  6|c?. 

Coca-leaves. — The  549  packages  Java  and  Ceylon  coca- 
leaves  to  be  offered  at  Amsterdam  on  November  3  weigh 
about  32,075  kilos. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  2s.  6c?.  per  ton  dearer,  ordinary  Liver- 
pool brands  being  quoted  19?.  7s.  6c?.  per  ton  for  prompt, 
and  at  20/.  2s.  6c7.  for  spring  delivery. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — A  further  advance  of  3s.  to  4s.  has 
taken  place,  the  closing  quotations  for  98  per  cent,  powder 
being  95s.  to  96s.,  and  95  per  cent.  93s.  to  94s.  per  cwt. 
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Dealers  have  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  supplies  on 
the  spot,  and  orders  are  only  being  partially  filled  at  the  ad- 
vanced rates.  As  we  have  previously  indicated  the  French 
wine  crop  is  practically  a  failure ;  Italy  is  said  to  be  about 
half  an  average,  Spain,  having  suffered  least,  being  slightly 
below  an  average. 

Digitalis-leaves. — New  crop  is  offered  at  52*.  6c7. 
spot. 

Ergot  remains  very  firm  and  scarce.  No  Russian  is 
available  on  the  spot,  and  a  parcel  of  Spanish,  of  sound 
new  crop,  just  landing,  is  held  at  Is.  10c?. 

Gambier. — Cubes  are  steady  at  from  37s.  6c?.  to  38s.  per 
cwt.  on  the  spot. 

Ginger. — At  auction  178  packages  Jamaica  were  bought 
in,  also  16  cases  Calicut  at  85-s.  to  95s.  for  bold  cut,  and 
100  bags  brown  Calicut  rough  at  60.s.  Privately  the  sales 
include  150  packages  Jamaica  for  export  at  steady  rates. 

Gum  Acacia. — The  firmer  tone  is  well  maintained  for  all 
descriptions  of  acacia.  Soudan  sorts  sell  in  small  lots  at 
40?.  per  cwt.  for  fair  half-hard,  with  very  small  stocks, 
while  for  arrival  there  appear  to  be  no  offers.  The  same 
applies  to  Senegal  gum,  nothing  offering  from  Bordeaux. 
In  East  Indian  gums,  holders  of  scented  Aden  are  very 
firm  and  not  disposed  to  concede.  Ghatti  is  not  offered  for 
shipment,  and  spot  is  scarce  and  wanted 

Henbane. — Russian  is  quoted  33-?.  on  the  spot. 

Hydrastis. — The  spot  price  has  been  advanced  to  10s. 
per  lb.  net,  and  the  same  figure  is  asked  for  shipment. 

Ipecacuanha. — Market  has  a  hardening  tendency  at  from 
6s.  5c?.  to  6s.  6c7.  for  Matto  Grosso,  and  at  5s.  Qcl.  for 
Cartagena.  The  arrivals  comprise  eight  barrels  Minas 
and  six  of  Cartagena. 

Jalap. — Arrivals  in  the  New  York  market  have  given  an 
easier  tendency,  but  on  the  spot  holders  still  ask  Is.  9c?. 
to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  10  per  cent. 

Kola. — At  auction  10  bags  dried  West  Indian  sold  at 
3|c?.  ;  43  packages  have  arrived  from  the  West  Indies. 

Lime-juice. — West  Indian  concentrated  is  steady  at 
187.  5s. ,  with  a  small  business. 

Liquorice-root. — Common  natural  is  quoted  at  10s.  6c?., 
whole  decorticated  at  21s.,  and  cut  ditto  at  from  30s.  to  40s. 
as  to  quality. 

Mace  firm ;  29  packages  West  Indian  selling  in  auction 
at  2s.  Id.  for  good  pale,  Is.  10c?.  to  Is.  11c?.  for  fair 
broken,  Is.  9c7.  for  red,  and  Is.  6c?.  to  Is.  7c?.  for  broken. 

Morphine  is  steady  at  from  6s.  6c?.  to  6s.  9c?.  per  oz.  for 
hydrochloride  powder  as  to  quantity.  Small  sales  from 
second-hands  are  reported  at  6s.  5c?.  per  oz. 

Musk. — Blue-skin  Tonquin  pod  is  very  scarce,  the  value 
of  good  pile  I.  being  72s.  6c?.  to  75s.,  and  pile  III.  55s.  In 
old  style,  54s.  has  been  paid,  but  55s.  is  asked  in  other 
directions.    Pile  III.  is  worth  35s.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Aniseed. — Star  steady  but  quiet,  with  sellers  of 
Red  Ship  brand  at  5s.  Id.  per  lb.  spot,  and  to  arrive  4s.  65c?. 
c.i.f.  is  quoted  for  this  brand. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  is  firm,  with  a  temporary  spot  scarcity 
in  several  directions ;  for  next  year's  delivery  16s.  has 
been  paid. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Steady,  but  quiet,  the  values  being  3s.  9c?. 
per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent.,  3s.  7c?.  for  75  to  80  per  cent., 
and  3s.  5c?.  for  70  to  75  per  cent.,  with  a  retail  business  in 
higher  grade.  Owing  to  the  advance  in  silver,  c.i.f.  quota- 
tions are  dearer. 

Oil,  Castor. — The  tendency,  particularly  French,  is 
upwards.  Hull  make  of  medicinal  quality  is  offered  at 
347.  and  first  pressing  at  317.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels  for 
November-December  delivery,  free  on  wharf  London ;  tins 
and  cases  50s.  per  ton  extra.  Belgian  firsts  is  317.  10s.  in 
barrels  for  prompt  delivery  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Ceylon  is  quiet  at  from  Is.  l±d.  to 
Is.  l^c?.  per  lb.  in  cases  and  life?,  in  drums  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Clove. — A  more  general  price  for  W.  quarts  is  now 
3s.  10c?.,  3s.  9c?.  having  been  paid. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  advices  from  Bergen,  under  date 
of  October  27,  indicate  a  weaker  market,  finest  non- 
congealing  Lofoten  oil  being  freely  offered  at  from  106s. 


to  109s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  Buyers  are  holding  off,  and  few 
sales  have  been  made.  In  London  prices  vary  from  105s. 
to  110s.  c.i.f.  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Lavender. — Genuine  French  is  quoted  at  from  10s. 
to  12s.  per  lb.  The  crop  is  said  to  be  not  larger  than  last 
year,  and  price  is  expected  to  advance  later. 

Oil,  Lemon. — For  shipment  3s.  2c?.  to  3s.  3c?.  c.i.f.  is 
quoted,  at  which  sales  have  been  made,  and  on  the  spot 
prices  vary  from  3s.  5c7.  to  3s.  6d. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Although  an  easier  market  is  reported 
from  the  United  States,  the  situation  here  remains  un- 
altered, with  good  brands  of  Wayne  County  offering  at 
9s.  6c?.  to  9s.  9(7.  spot,  according  to  brand,  H.G.H.  at  from 
12s.  3c?.  to  12s.  6c?.  London  terms,  and  Japanese  dementhol- 
ised  (Kobayashi)  6s.  6c7.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  has  fluctuated  daily,  touching  54s.  9c?. 
on  Tuesday,  but  recovering  to  55s.  6c?.  on  Wednesday,  and 
closing  at  55s.  9c?. 

Olibanum  sells  in  small  lots  at  full  rates,  including  good 
fair,  drop  at  47s.  and  sittings  at  22s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — There  has  been  an  absence  of  cables  this  week, 
and  a  quiet  market  is  reported  ;  but  the  undercurrent  is 
regarded  as  firm.  Small  spot  sales  of  druggist's  qualities 
have  been  made  at  from  13s.  6c?.  to  13s.  9c?. 

Orris. — The  market  is  now  practically  cleared  of 
Mogador,  and  several  orders  have  remained  unexecuted ; 
there  are  buyers  at  30s. 

Pepper  (Black). — At  auction  156  bags  Singapore  were 
bought  in  at  4^c?.  for  fair;  sellers  privately  quote  4£c?. 
Arrival  market  is  firmer,  the  sales  including  January- 
March  and  March-May  shipment  at  4^c?.  c.i.f.  d/w. 

Pepper  (White). — At  auction  80  bags  Singapore  were 
bought  in  at  7^c7.  for  fair,  and  132  bags  good  Muntok 
at  8c?. ;  7jc7.  is  quoted  privately  for  spot  Singapore  ;  arrival 
market  is  firmer,  with  sales  at  6§c7.  for  December-February 
shipment. 

Pulv.  Seidlitz. — The  British  makers  announce  a  further 
advance  of  6s.  9c?.  per  cwt.,  now  making  5-cwt.  casks  67s.  9c?. 
and  28-lb.  lots  70s.  per  cwt.  without  engagement. 

Pyridin  is  firmer  at  2s.  per  gallon  in  buyers'  drums. 

Quicksilver. — The  principal  importers  quote  87.  7s.  6c?., 
but  second-hand  is  easier  at  from  87.  to  87.  0s.  6(7.  per  bottle. 

Quinine. — At  the  auction  held  by  the  Amsterdam  Quinine 
Works  on  October  21  1,417^  kilos.  Ed.  II.  were  offered, 
and  sold  at  an  average  price  of  fl.10.22^  per  kilo.,  against 
fl.10.22^  per  kilo,  at  the  previous  auction.  The  next  auction 
will  be  held  on  November  11. 

Rhubarb. — To  arrive  flat  High-dried  is  offered  at  8|c7. 
and  rough  round  ditto  at  6gc7.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Rosin  is  lower,  common  strained  offering  at  14s.  9c?.  per 
cwt.  ex  wharf. 

Rubber  shows  little  change  on  the  week,  find  hard  Para 
closing  at  5s.  11c?.  per  lb.  spot. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  exports  of  grey  Jamaica  from  Bocas 
del  Toro  during  1909  amounted  to  42,507  kilos.  (4,7567.), 
against  42,353  kilos.  (4,0057.)  during  1908.  The  United 
Kingdom  received  22,792  kilos,  and  Germany  17,776  kilos, 
in  1909,  as  against  33,893  kilos,  and  4,493  kilos,  respectively 
in  1908.  The  arrivals  comprise  twelve  bales  Lima- 
Jamaica,  two  of  grey  Jamaica,  and  six  bales  of  native. 

Shellac. — At  auction  437  cases  offered  and  360  cases 
sold  without  reserve  at  steady  rates  for  TN,  while  good 
second  orange  and  fine  Button  was  easier.  Fine  flat  free 
orange  sold  at  88s. ;  pale  slight  matted  and  broken,  87s. 
to  88s. ;  red  curly  matted  to  blocky,  86s.  to  87s.  TN 
ordinary  dark  matted  red,  77s.  to  78s. ;  dark  red  blocky, 
75s.  ;  common  dusty  matted  dark.  69s. ;  ordinary  blocky, 
62s.  ;  low  broken  blocks,  43s.  to  44s.  Of  Button.  25  cases 
sold  without  reserve  at  89s.  to  90s.  for  good  pale  No.  1 
stamped,  seconds  slightly  cakey,  70s. ;  resinous  fourths,  55s.  ; 
very  weak,  51s.  ;  and  dark  blocky.  40s.  Of  Garnet  42 
cases  offered,  and  22  sold,  including  AC  at  75s..  and  blocky 
G.A.L.  at  62s.  to  63s.  Privately  the  spot  market  is  firm  at 
86s.  to  87s.  for  T.N.,  with  fair  sales.  Good  and  fine  orange 
marks  are  firm  at  from  88s.  to  97s,  6(7.  spot  according  to 
quality.    Futures  are  dearer,  with  a  good  business,  in- 
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eluding  December  at  88*.  to  90s. ;  March  at  90s.  to  92s.  bd.  ; 
and  May  at  92s.  to  93s. 

Soda  Tartarata. — The  British  makers  announce  a  further 
advance,  on  this  occasion  by  9s.  per  cwt.,  the  quotation  for 
5-cwt.  casks  of  powder  or  crystals  being  81s.  and  28-lb.  lots 
84s.  per  cwt.,  without  engagement.  This  is  the  third 
advance  since  September  24. 

Taraxacum. — Whole  foreign  is  dearer  at  38s.  c.i.f. 

Turmeric. — Small  sales  of  fair  to  good  Madras  finger 
have  been  made  at  from  22s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.  Sellers  of 
Bengal  ask  18s.  bd.  on  the  spot ;  Cochin  finger  is  offered  at 
19s.  and  split  bulbs  at  13s.  bd. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  330  tins,  mostly  of  good  quality, 
were  offered,  of  which  about  160  sold  at  a  decline  of  Is. 
to  2s.  per  lb.  for  good,  and  Is.  for  brown  and  split. 

Seychelles  (82  tins  sold).— Good  firsts,  6  to  7£  in.,  12s.  to  14s. ; 
3  to  6  in.,  lis.  to  12s.  bd.  ;  fair,  6  to  U  in.,  12s.  bd.  ;  4  to  6J>  in., 
10s.  to  lis. ;  ordinary  seconds,  3  to  6  in.,  9s.  to  9s.  bd.  ;  fair 
brown  and  split,  9s.  to  10s.  ;  common,  8s.  to  9s.  ;  and  mouldy, 
6s.  to  7s.  id. 

Madagascar  (55  sold). — Good  firsts,  5  to  7-g  in.,  13s.  bd.  to 
15s. ;  3  to  5  in.,  12s.  to  13s.  ;  3  to  5g  in.,  lis.  to  lis.  bd. ;  4  to 
7  in.,  lis.  bd.  to  13s. 

Bourbon  (37  tins  sold). — Good  firsts,  5  to  7g  in.,  12s.  bd.  to 
15s. ;  fair  lean,  4s  to  75  in.,  10s.  bd.  to  13s.  bd. ;  seconds,  3  to 
5  in.,  9s.  bd.  to  10s.  bd. ;  split,  9s.  bd.  per  lb. 

Wahoo  Bark  of  Boot  is  dearer  to  arrive  at  from  Is.  bd. 
to  Is.  6^d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  according  to  seller. 

Wax,  Carnauba,  is  in  less  demand  and  tending  easier,  the 
nearest  value  of  waxy  grey  being  135s.  per  cwt.  spot. 

Wax,  Japanese. — J?or  shipment  to  the  Continent  a  large 
business,  said  to  be  about  1,200  cases,  has  been  done  at 
42s.  3c?.  c.i.f.  for  October- November  and  42s.  bd.  c.i.f.  for 
December-January  and  January-February.  Spot  price  is 
43s. 

American  Peppermint  Oil. 

According  to  reports  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
and  Labour,  peppermint-growing  is  a  new  industry  on  the 
reclaimed  lands  of  Louisiana.  A  distillation-plant  is  also 
in  operation.  Expert  agriculturists  recently  inspecting  the 
region  said  they  were  convinced  that  this  crop  can  be 
grown  in  limited  quantities  at  a  good  profit.  Peppermint 
oil  was  imported  into  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 
of  1909  to  the  extent  of  1,238  lb.,  worth  $6,416,  while  the 
exports  of  American  peppermint  oil  amounted  to  161,811  lb., 
worth  $288,318. 

American  Export  Trade. 

It  is  reported  (says  the  "  Manchester  Guardian  ")  that  some 
160  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  have  associated  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  their  export  trade.  The  capital 
involved  is  said  to  amount  to  close  upon  fifty  million  pounds 
sterling.  The  chief  objects  of  the  association  are  said  to  be : 
(1)  To  bring  united  influence  to  bear  on  the  State  Department 
and  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labour  in  Washington  for 
the  advancement  of  American  foreign  trade  interests.  (2)  To 
bring  similar  pressure  to  bear  on  transportation  companies 
in  order  to  establish  equitable  freight-rates  and  better  ser- 
vices. (3)  To  protect  trade-marks  of  American  manufacturers. 
(4)  To  assist  members  to  an  equitable  adjustment  of  their 
difficulties  with  the  Customs  authorities.  (5)  To  combat  mis- 
cellaneous trade  evils,  and  especially  to  eliminate  the  crooked 
export  methods,  which  are  said  to  reflect  discredit  on  the 
nation. 

Orange  Oil  and  the  U.S.  Tariff. 

It  was  thought  that  the  controversy  in  regard  to  the  duty 
on  orange  oil  on  importation  into  the  United  States  would 
have  been  adjudicated  upon  by  the  Board  of  General 
Appraisers  about  the  middle  of  September,  but  according 
to  the  latest  intelligence  a  settlement  is  as  far  off  as  ever. 
Over  thirteen  months  have  now  elapsed  since  the  $1  per  lb. 
duty  was  sprung  upon  the  trade  as  coming  under  "  fruit 
ethers,  oils,  or  essences,"  and  although  protests  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  the  Board  of  General  Appraisers, 
acting  on  the  behest  of  the  Government  lawyers,  have 
adjourned  the  hearing  on  several  occasions.  It  would  now 
appear  that  the  Government  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
evidence  in  New  York  that  orange  oil  had  ever  been  pro- 
duced on  a  commercial  scale  in  the  United  States,  and  their 
latest  plea  is  that  the  further  hearing  should  be  adjourned 
to  Los  Angeles,  California.  This  course  is  opposed  by  the 
importer,  and  the  question  as  to  the  change  of  venue  is  now 
before  the  Board  for  determination. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 


All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  are  not  recorded. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  l<;gal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  pertaining  to  pharmacy  and  its  allied  trades  are 
replied  to  ;.n  these  columns,  if  they  are  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  to  the  Editor  for  publication  (if  suitable) 
should  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publica- 
tion in  the  '  C.  &  D."  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
opinions  of  the  writers. 


Pharmaceutical  Training. 

gIE_We,  the  undersigned  pharmacists  of  Burton-on- 
Trent,  wish  to  express  our  most  emphatic  disapproval  of 
the  proposed  higher  standard  of  education  for  the  Minor 
examination. 

In  our  opinion  the  present  syllabus  more  than  covers 
the  necessary  requirements  for  the  present-day  pharmacist. 
The  demands  of  the  present  standard  would  be  more  easily 
accomplished  if  the  candidates  were  allowed  to  pass  the 
examination  in  two  stages.  This  would  effectually  prevent 
cramming,  and  thus  greatly  minimise  the  number  of 
failures.  The  late  examination  discloses  this  fact  :  that 
out  of  154  candidates,  forty-nine  only  came  up  to  the 
standard.  Why  then  raise  the  present  standard?  Not 
one  pharmacist  in  forty  is  called  upon  to  do  analytical 
work,  etc.  Moreover,  a  great  deal  of  the  scientific  work 
already  acquired  for  the  Minor  is  never  requisitioned  in 
actual  business. 

There  are  a  few  businesses  owned  by  the  leading  men 
of  pharmacy  where  higher  scientific  work  is  performed. 
Here  there  is  a  need  for  a  higher  standard.  But  what  of 
the  ordinary  retail  pharmacist  in  a  town  where  doctors 
dispense  their  own-  medicines  ?  Why  should  he  be  com- 
pelled to  attain  to  the  same  high  standard  ?  Let  pharmacists 
desirous  of  following  higher  scientific  work  take  the  Major 
examination  and  qualify  as  analytical  chemists. 

Another  very  serious  objection  is  the  increased  cost  of 
qualifying,  consequent  upon  the  proposed  changes.  This 
will  prevent  many  capable  men  from  qualifying,  and 
instead  of  raising  the  status  of  pharmacy,  as  some 
imagine,  will  give  a  great  impetus  to  drug-stores,  which 
have  already  "caught  on"  with  the  British  public,  who 
study  prices  more  than  science,  and  as  "they  do  not  call 
the  tune,  so  they'll  not  pay  the  piper." 

As  regards  intending  apprentices,  little  need  be  said 
about  their  case  other  than  that  they  be  required  to  pass 
the  Preliminary  examination  before  being  indentured. 

Will  the  pharmacists  of  other  towns  also  _  give  their 
opinions  on  this  question,  which  is  most  vital  to  our 
interests  ?  , 

M.  H.  Gibson.  Greig  Pye. 

H.  Staley.  William  Jas.  Pearson. 

E.  Staley.  Alf.  Brookes. 

Thomas  Otiey.  A.  B.  Norris. 

Is  the  Minor  Worth  "While  ? 
Sir— In  reply  to  the  question  of  "Perplexed"  as  to 
the  Minor,  speaking  from  my  own  experience  as  a  Minor 
man,  I  say  "it  is  worth  while  and  most  decidedly  so." 
There  is  one  point  not  touched  upon  so  far,  and  that, 
to  my  mind,  is  the  most  important  of  all.  The  fact  of 
having  the  certificate  is  valuable  enough,  since  it  shows 
that  the  possessor  has  had  the  necessary  training,  but  the 
point  missed  is  the  value  of  the  training  itself.  Having 
been  in  business  at  home  and  abroad  I  have  found  the 
knowledge  and  experience  gained  stand  me  in  good  stead, 
and  though  now  living  in  an  industrial  district  where 
"  poisons  '"  do  not  amount  to  much,  I  have  never  regretted 
going  in  for  the  Minor— in  fact,  I  often  wish  I  had  time 
and  opportunity  to  advance  my  scientific  knowledge  a  bit 
j  more,  "in  these  days  of  competition  in  every  walk  of  life 
the  struggling  crowd  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  and 
the  great  bulk  of  unemployed  are  the  unskilled  workers. 
Go  in  for  the  qualification,  "Perplexed,"  and  don't  be  an 
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underling  all  your  lif  e,  but  show  that  you  have  a  bit  of 
British  pluck,  is  the  advice  of 

Yours  truly. 

Canuck.  (73/18.) 

Sir. — I  think  the  letter  in  your  issue  of  October  22 
signed  "  Agricola  "  is  splendid.  There  are  many  men  I 
feel  sure  who,  like  myself,  have  served  a  full  apprentice- 
ship to  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  who  have  also  passed 
the  Apothecaries'  Hall  examination.  Surely  these,  men 
should  stand  on  a  better  footing  than  a  drug-store  keeper, 
who  possibly  has  not  served  an  apprenticeship  or  passed 
an  examination  of  any  kind.  I  served  a  four-and-a-half 
years'  apprenticeship ;  I  was  outdoors  all  the  time,  away 
from  home ;  and  I  know  it  cost  my  parents  a  good  deal 
during  that  time  for  apartments  for  me.  I  have  been  in 
the  drug-trade  nearly  twenty  years,  and  if  I  opened  a 
shop  to-morrow  I  should  be  in  no  better  position  than  the 
drug-store  keeper,  who  perhaps  has  not  passed  an  examina- 
tion or  served  an  apprenticeship.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  help  men  like  myself  to  have  some  legal 
standing  and  prepare  a  register,  I  for  one  should  be  quite 
willing  to  pay  a  guinea  per  annum  as  annual  registration- 
fee.  I  think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries  ought  to  be  able  to  put  their  heads  together 
over  this  matter,  especially  as  conferences  are  quite  the 
thing  just  now.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  might  also 
accept  the  Hall  certificate  in  lieu  of  the  Preliminary  from 
such  men  who  passed  the  Hall  previous  to  1908,  thus 
enabling  them  to  enter  for  the  Minor  if  they  wished  to 
do  so.  Yours  faithfully, 

Justice.  (79/20.) 

Sir, — I  think  "  Perplexed  "  need  not  have  asked  the 
above  question ;  he  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
not  worth  the  while,  and  his  onslaught  on  "Minor  Man" 
is  most  undeserving.  I  myself  agree  with  "  Minor  Man," 
.self-respect  ought  to  be  the  first  thing  to  consider.  Before 
I  qualified  I  owned  a  drag-store;  but  I  could  not  stand 
the  remarks  of  customers,  such  as  "  Oh,  aren't  you  quali- 
fied to  sell  poisons  ?  I  thought  this  was  a  chemist's  shop," 
etc.  It  drove  me  to  selling  the  business  and  to  study, 
which  I  have  not  regretted  doing.  In  answer  to  the 
questions  submitted  by  "Perplexed":  (1)  Is  my 
knowledge  gained  by  the  Minor  wanted  by  the  general 
public?  I  say,  most  certainly,  for  who  is  the  more 
capable  man  to  dispense,  the  'qualified  man  or  the  un- 
qualified ?  Most  decidedly  the  qualified,  because  he  knows 
the  drugs  he  is  handling,  and  a  most  important  item  in 
dispensing  is  dosage;  yet  how  many  drug-store  men  can 
•correct  over-doses  in  prescriptions  ?  (2)  "What  do  I  know 
•of  the  "therapeutical  action"  of  the  drugs?  Well,  I 
think  a  qualified  man  can  hold  his  own  against  any  drug- 
store man  regarding  any  question  a  customer  likes  to  ask. 
(3)  Is  the  Minor  worth  the  trouble?  In  my  case  it 
was;  first,  because  I  can  command  a  better  salary;  second, 
if  I  should  fail  in  business  I  have  always  the  certificate 
and  my  references  to  get  me  a  situation  with  a  living 
salary,  whereas  if  I  had  not  my  certificate  I  might  be 
landed  with  a  berth  worth  25s.  to  30s.  a  week;  let  "  Per- 
plexed "  seriously  consider  this  point.  "Perplexed"  says 
the  public's  questions  and  that  of  the  Minor  examiner  are 
antagonistic.  Well,  perhaps  he  is  not  or  has  not  been  in  a 
high-class  pharmacy,  where  there  are  first-class  customers, 
or  he  would  not  say  such  a  thing.  I  have  been  asked  some 
remarkable  questions  by  customers,  and  I  am  thankful  to 
say  my  Minor  knowledge  came  to  the  rescue.  I  think  it  is 
nothing  but  envy  of  the  qualified  man's  position  that 
makes  the  unqualified  man  pick  the  Minor  to  pieces. 

Yours  truly, 

Northerner.  (73/37.) 

Sir. — You  have  printed  many  letters  on  the  commercial 
value  of  the  Minor  ;  let  us  glance  at  the  intellectual  aspect. 
If  there  is  one  thing  in  life,  intellectually,  upon  which  I 
congratulate  myself  more  than  another  it  is  the  fact  of 
passing  three  examinations — the  Science  and  Art 
■(Chemistry),  Preliminary,  and  Minor.  The  discipline  of 
these  examinations  taught  me  the  value  of  self-denial  and 
classification  of  knowledge.  The  Preliminary  was  a  kind 
of  "  breaker-in  "  ;  the  Minor  taught  me  the  rudiments  of 
two  of  the  great  sciences  and  other  things  ;  and  the  S.  and  A. 


examination  clinched  the  matter  for  chemistry.  These 
examinations  were  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  my  appetite 
for  scientific  knowledge,  which  has  increased  with  my 
years  and  opened  the  gates  to  the  domain  of  general  in- 
tellectual inquiry,  which  I  think  in  my  case  would  other- 
wise have  been  closed.  To-day  the  greatest  pleasure  which 
anyone  can  give  me  is  the  gift  of  a  good  book  on  any  great 
subject  of  interest — scientific,  philosophic,  or  any  other. 
Tyndall,  Huxley,  Spencer,  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  writers 
have  been  a  source  of  the  deepest  pleasure  and  given  me 
food  for  thought,  which  makes  me  long  for  a  return  to 
youth  so  that  I  might  drink  more  deeply  and  more  naturally 
from  the  wells  of  truth  and  knowledge.  But  from  the 
commercial  standpoint,  is  it  not  better  that  a  man  should 
6et  to  work  and  be  "  boss  "  of  his  profession,  thereby  gain- 
ing a  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  which  he  can  never 
hope  or  expect  to  hold  as  an  unqualified  man  ?  The  moral 
self-depreciation  of  the  latter  is  sufficient  proof  of  the  neces- 
sity for  examinations.  Apart  from  this  higher  argument 
which  I  have  used,  there  is  the  necessity  of  study  to  form 
the  man's  brain  for  his  occupation  as  a  pharmacist,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  give  him  the  delights  and  zest  in  life 
which  he  would  probably  otherwise  miss.  I  urge  young 
men  to  go  the  "whole  hog"  and  pass  the  examinations, 
and  have  a  much  higher  Parnassus  to  climb  than  the  one 
apparently  aspired  to  by  many  of  your  correspondents. 
Yours  faithfully. 
Thirty-six  Years  a  Pharmacist.  (79/69.) 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

(Information  Solicited  or  Supplied.) 

Guaranteed  the  Latest. 

I  am  sending  you  herewith  the  two  latest  remedies.  They 
have  both  been  asked  for  this  week  at  the  establishment  of 
Mr.  G.  C.  Woods,  pharmacist,  Pontypool : 

1  stick  of  Crippen's  Salve,  l^cl.  [C'lickson's.] 

1  tin  of  Le  Neve's  Food.  [Neave's.] 

./.  H.  Bawn. 


Salad-dressing. 

Fresh  eggs    5 

Mustard    2  oz. 

Sesame  oil    10  oz. 

Salt     2  oz. 

Simple  syrup    8  oz. 

Acetic  acid  (33i  per  cent.)   10  drachms 

Malt  vinegar   10  oz. 

M.S. A.  (to  form  an  emulsion). 


I  find  this  keeps  well,  is  inseparable,  and  is  pleasant  to  the 
palate.— Canuck.  (73/13.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 

Most  dispensing-  problems  are  dealt  with  in  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing-," but  we  are  always  pleased  to  get  fresh  ones  for 
solution,  and  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  on  the  points 
discussed. 


How  should  this  be  Dispensed? 

Sir, — The  problems  in  dispensing  are  never-ending.  We 
had  the  following  prescription  to-day  to  make  up.  How 
should  it  be  sent  out  ? 

Sod.  bicarb   gr.  wr. 

Ac.  hydrocy.  dil   "liij. 

01.  anisi   mj- 

Aq.  chlorof   5ss. 

Ft.  mist.    Mitte  Sviij. 
5ss.  in  water  half  an  hour  before  breakfast  and  dinner,  and 
on  going  to  bed. 

I  should  like  to  know  how  other  pharmacists  would  dispense 
this.  Yours  faithfully. 

194  Holland  Park  Avenue,  W.  Arthur  F.  Pickford. 

Calomel  and  Cocaine  Ointment. 
Sir, — I  have  had  trouble  with  the  following  : 

Cocain.  hydrochlor.    gr.  viij. 

Calomel  gr.  xv. 

Ung.  aq.  rosse    gr.  cc. 

If  the  cocaine  hydrochloride  is  rubbed  up  with  the  ointment 
and  the  calomel  then  added,  the  ointment  gets  grey-black 
immediately.  If  the  calomel  is  rubbed  up  first,  then  the 
cocaine  hydrochloride  added,  the  ointment  is  white,  but  I 
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suspect  will  get  black  later.  Can  you  explain  the  reason  for 
this  and  suggest  a  remedy  ? 

Yours  sincerely, 

G.  Peilp. 

[We  have  not  succeeded  in  confirming  the  results  which 
you  have  obtained.  With  us  the  ointment  prepared  either 
way  remains  white,  and  does  not  show  any  sign  of  blackening. 
We  would  not,  moreover,  expect  such  change  under  normal 
conditions.  Cocaine  hydrochloride  and  calomel  shaken  to- 
gether with  water  and  digested  for  twenty-four  hours  exhibit 
no  evidence  of  change,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  pharma- 
copceial  rose-water  ointment  to  affect  them.  Possibly  a  little 
alkali  has  been  used  in  preparing  the  ointment ;  if  so,  this 
might  account  for  the  results  obtained.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  the  legal  information  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1910.  before  wri:ing  about  your  difficulty. 

Yorks  (72/17). — An  invented  word  should,  if  possible,  be 
registered  as  a  trade-mark.  Registration  at  Stationers'  Hall 
is  for  labels  and  other  printed  matter  of  that  nature,  and 
such  registration  does  not  necessarily  cover  an  invented  word. 

Zinrjib.  (191/23). — The  objection  to  applying  for  the  regis- 
tration of  a  trade-mark  under  an  assumed  name  is  that  if 
registration  be  granted,  you  may  have  to  establish  at  some 
time  your  identity.  That  might  be  a  costly  business,  and 
might  also  lose  you  the  trade-mark. 

Bojam  (976/68). — The  title  "Lung-tonic"  is  not  per  se 
registered  as  a  trade-mark  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  but  it  does 
not  follow  from  this  that  anyone  may  use  the  title  in  any 
manner  they  choose.  In  common  law  Messrs.  Owbridge  have 
rights  to  their  own  manner  of  using  the  description,  and 
colourable  imitations  are  illegal. 

Bhei  (32/49)  asks  what  is  the  legal  aspect  of  the  sale  of 
the  following  pills  to  women?  How  can  a  chemist  safeguard 
his  interests  between  patient  and  doctor  ?  Should  the  pills 
be  signed  for  in  the  poisons-book  ?    The  formula  is  : 


Ergotin  (Bonjean)   1  grain 

Purified  aloes    1  grain 

Ext.  of  black  hellebore    1  grain 

Desicc.  ferrous  sulph   1  grain 

Ext.  of  savin   {-  grain 

Oil  of  savin   £  grain 


[The  Offences  against  the  Person  Act  provides  that  those 
who  unlawfully  supply  any  poison  knowing  that  the  same  is  to 
be  used  unlawfully  with  intent  to  procure  miscarriage  shall 
on  conviction  for  misdemeanour  be  liable  to  penal  servitude 
or  imprisonment,  as  the  Judge  may  decide.  This  and  other 
provisions  of  the  Act  'have  been  held  to  apply  to  sales  of 
emmenagogic  and  purgative  medicines  to  women  who  were 
pregnant  or  believed  themselves  to  be  so.  The  sale  of  such 
pills  as  above  to  unknown  persons  and  without  entering  in 
the  poisons-book  is  unlawful  sale,  and  that  fact  is  a  most 
serious  circumstance.  We  consider  that  chemists  should  not 
sell  such  pills  without  assuring  themselves  of  the  bona  fides  of 
the  purchasers  and  the  legality  of  the  sale.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

As  we  do  not  in  this  sfction  repeat  information  given  during  the 
past  twelve  months,  inquirers  should  refer  to  the  copies 
mentioned.  Back  numbers  for  the  past  five  years  can  generally 
be  obtained  from  our  office  at  the  published  prices. 


Zinr/ib.  (191/23).— Approved  Sheep-dips. — To  obtain  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  a  pro- 
prietary dip,  the  manufacturer  must  apply  to  the  Board, 
4  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W.,  for  a  form  entitled  "  Appli- 
cation to  the  Board  for  Approval  of  a  Sheep-dip  for  Sheep- 
scab."  This  requires  information  as  to  the  nature  and 
composition  of  the  dip,  preparation  for  use,  and  evidence  as  to 
its  effectiveness.  The  application  must  be  accompanied  by 
not  less  than  2  lb.  or  a  pint  of  the  dip. 

Dubious  (79/53). — Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  Examina- 
tion.— You  will  see  by  reference  to  our  Educational  Number, 
August  13,  p.  262,  that  the  Junior  Cambridge  Local  examina- 
tion is  accepted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  provided  all  the  subjects  are  included. 

/.  H.  O.  (78/5). — (1)  It  has  been  reported  that  paraphenyl- 
endiamine,  when  used  as  a  hair-dye,  causes  eruptions  on  the 
scalp.  This  has.  however,  been  denied.  (2)  In  Great  Britain 
there  is  no  dividing-line  between  a  "  chemist  "  and  a  "  drug- 
gist "  so  far  as  those  keeping  open  retail  shops  are  concerned. 
Each  is  a  title  which  can  only  be  used  by  those  who  are  regis- 
tered as  chemists  and  druggists. 


A.  E.  M.  (69/48).— Gouty  Eczema.— The  complaint  seems  to 
be  acute  eczema,  but  whether  related  to  gout  or  not  is  doubt- 
ful, as  many  skin-specialists  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
gouty  eczema.  During  the  red  and  weeping  stage  the  best 
treatment  is  to  cover  the  parts  with  vaseline  and  powder  over 
it  zinc  oxide,  then  cover  with  lint  and  a  bandage.  The  chronic 
condition  with  cracks  is  best  treated  by  keeping  the  parts 
covered  with  an  ointment  of  equal  parts  vaseline  and  emp. 
plumbi.  Take  sodium  citrate  3j.  every  morning  and  give 
up  milk  for  a  short  period,  confining  yourself  to  the  ordinary 
simple  diet  to  which  you  have  apparently  been  accustomed, 
drinking  plenty  of  water.  If  your  water-supply  is  hard,  drink 
distilled  water. 

Tonic  (56/31). — Phosphohised-tonic  Drops. — The  following, 
which  has  been  published  previously,  is  on  the  lines  you 
require  : 

Ac.  phosph.  dil  3iij. 

Tr.  ferri  perchlor   sij. 

Quin.  sulph.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  v. 

Sp.  chlorof.  ...       ...       ...       ...  3ij. 

Glycerinum  ad        ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Dose  :  From  5  to  15  drops  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  three 
or  four  times  a  day. 

C.  J.  B.  (58/62). — (1)  We  do  not  know  the  composition  of 
the  catarrh-powder  to  which  you  refer.  (2)  Shampoo- 
powder.— See  C.  &  D.,  March  12,  p.  424. 

Dens  (62/22).— (1)  Mouth- washes.— See  C.  &  D.,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1908,  p.  404,  where  ten  formulae  are  given.  (2)  Com- 
bined Toning  and  Fixing  Bath. — See  C.  &  D.,  April  16,  p.  575. 

Tussis    (58/27). — Cough-pills    not    containing  scheduled 
poison. — For  this  use  pil.  scillse  co.  gr.  iv.  or  the  following  : 
Ext.  conii, 

Ext.  hyoscy   a  a.  3ss. 

Pulv.  scillee, 
Pulv.  ammoniaci, 

Pulv.  ipecac.  ...       ...       ...     aa.    gr.  xv. 

Muc.  acaciae  q.s. 

Misce.    Fiant  pil.  xxiv. 

E.  S.  (56/34). — It  is  stated  that  sulphuric  acid  placed  in  the 
hollow  of  a  tree-trunk  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  killing 
the  tree.  Until  the  sulphuric  acid  has  soaked  into  the  tree  it 
should  be  protected  from  the  rain. 

W.  J.  (69/42). — A  hair-dye  of  the  appropriate  colour  would 
give  a  more  permanent  colour  to  eyebrows  than  eyebrow- 
pencils. 

A.  G.  H.  (54/43).— (1)  Extract  of  Honey  and  Flowers: 


Purified  honey       ...       ...       ...  3v. 

Borax   ...       ...  3j. 

Essence  of  millefleur    3x. 

Rose-water    3v. 

Orange-flower  water         ...       ...  jiiss. 

Tincture  of  quillaia         ...       ...  3v. 


(2)  Separable  Bhilliantine.— See  C.  <&  D.,  October  22,  p.  642. 

H.  M.  B.  (60/56). — You  must  conduct  a  few  experiments 
yourself  on  the  production  of  an  inhalant. 

Cordial  (60/35). — Damson-gin  : 

Damsons   3  lb. 

Sugar    41b. 

Gin      ...   3  pints 

Allow  to  stand  for  three  months  with  occasional  shaking, 
then  strain  and  bottle. 


Retrospect  ol  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprints  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  October  15,  i860. 


Patent  Medicine  Stamp  Act. 

If  there  is  a  reason  wanted  why  union  should  prevail  among 
the  chemists  and  druggists  of  this  country,  and  why  they 
require  to  be  a  corporate  body,  there  can  be  no  more  appro- 
priate reply  than  for  the  purpose  of  repealing  this  odious 
Act.  It  is  a  subject  which  concerns  every  chemist  in  the 
Kingdom,  but  it  is  the  subject  of  all  others  which  has  received 
from  the  protecting  bodies  the  least  consideration.  Day 
after  day  we  are  made  acquainted  with  its  cruel  workings, 
both  in  the  metropolis  and  also  in  the  provinces;  and  day 
after  day  our  opinion  is  sought  for  on  the  stampability  of 
medicines  through  its  vague  and  merciless  nature.  _  It  is  our 
intention  to  devote  to  this  matter  our  earnest  consideration, 
and  in  doing  so  we  hope  to  be  backed  by  the  whole  members 
of  the  trade,  both  pharmaceutic  and  non-pharmaceutic,  for 
we  seek  only  their  commonweal. 
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Chemists'  Windows. 

Photographs  of  window-displays  sent  to  the  Editor  for  repro- 
duction in  th:.s  section  should  be  accompanied  by  notes  on 
how  the  windows  were  dressed,  and,  where  possible,  the  results. 


A  Window  for  Christmas. 

This  window  is  not  one  of  those  elaborate  ones  which  cost  a 
great  amount  of  cash  to  embellish,  but  a  simple,  attractive  de- 
sign, which  paid  equally  as  well  as  some  that  have  cost  me  5.s. 
or  6s.  in  decorations.  To  begin  with,  the  cost  was  three  Id. 
balls  of  silver  tinsel  and  three  Id.  rolls  of  green  crinkled 
paper.  The  photograph  gives  but  a  small  idea  of  its  attrac- 
tiveness, at  night  particularly,  with  the  light  shining  through 
the  tinsel  and  the  glitter  around;  passers-by  could  not  fail 
to  notice  it.  I  had  barely  got  it  finished  when  a  customer 
came  in  and  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  I  had  the  window 
broken.  Upon  explaining,  he  was  surprised,  and  laughed 
heartily  about  the  error.  The  usual  perfumery  in  boxes, 
nickel  hand-mirrors,  smelling-bottles,  photo-frames,  and  cheap 
enlarged  photographs  completed  the  display.  A  plentiful 
supply  of  green  crinkled  paper  set  off  the  goods,  and,  there 
being  such  a  small  expense  attaching  to  the  display,  it  well 
repaid  me. — H.  A.  Martin  (Leicester). 


Prescription  Problem. 


THERE  has  been  a  good  response  to  the  problem  set  in 
this  column  in  the  C.  &  D.,  October  8.    The  tran- 
scription of  the  prescription  is  as  follows  : 

Na  Br 

NH,  Br 

K  Br  aa  3j 

Liq.  Ammon.  Citr  Jij 

Syr.  Naphae  3;S3 

Inf.  Barosmae  q.s.  ad  58 

M  f  m  3iv  o.  3h.  ex  aq. 

The  ingredients  have  not,  as  a  rule,  given  much  difficulty, 
the  archaic  syr.  naphae  (syr.  rlor.  aurant.)  and  inf.  barosmae 
(inf.  buchu)  having  been  recognised  by  most  of  the  com- 
petitors. Some  have  suggested  syr.  naphae  is  intended  for 
syr.  nuphae — Nuphar  luteum,  yellow  pond  lily.  Occasionally 
there  were  mistakes  in  the  quantity  of  syrup,  some  reading 
this  as  5vj.  The  following  are  adjudged  the  prize-winners, 
a  copy  of  the  "Chemists'  Medical  Dictionary"  being 
awarded  to  each. 


London  and  Home  Counties. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Adams,  25a  Temple  Road,  Cricklewood,  N.W. 
Provinces. 

Mr.  G.  V.  Perkins,  35  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham. 
Ireland. 

Mr.  E.  A.  S.  Oldham,  Cole's  Medical  Hall,  90  Main  Street, 
Cavan. 

Scotland. 

Mr.  C.  S.  S.  McDonald,  Auctermuchty. 


Minor  Experiences. 
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Dispensing  Papers  given  in  October  1910. 
A  [London). 

1  Quin.  sulph.  ...   

Ferri  sulph.  ex  

Ft.,  pil.    Mitte  xij. 

2.  Syr.  ferri  iodid.  3iv. 

3.  Sodii  sulph  

Ext.  tarax. 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad   

primb  mane. 

4.  Morph.  mur  

Cocain.  hyd.  ...  ,   

Dirid  in  pil.  vj. 

5.  Suppos.  plumb,  c.  opio  vj. 

B  (Edinburgh). 

1.  Syr.  codein.  phosph.  50  c.c. 

2.  Mist,  sennae  co.  Jvj. 

3.  01.  eucalypti  

01.  copaibae  

Aq.  cinnam.  ad   

Ft.  mist. 


gr.  J- . 
gr.  iij. 


Sh 

3J. 

gr.  i 
gr.  3 


3i-  . 
3vij. 

Jviij. 

gr.  so 
gr-  tW 
gr.  i 
gr.  5 

gr.  x. 
gr.  x. 


4.  Strychninae   

Ext.  bellad  

Aloin.  ...    ... 

Pulv.  ipecac.   

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xxiv. 

5.  Phenazon. 
Pot.  bicarb.  ...   

Ft.  cachet.    Mitte  ix. 

C  [London). 

1.  Phenol  

Bismuth,  subnit  

P.  opii  

Ft,  pil.    Mitte  xij.  Tergere. 

2.  Digitalin.  ...   

Ft.  pil.    Varnish.    Mitte  xx. 

3.  Granules  sodii  phosph.  3  oz. 

4.  Emp.  plumbi   

Adipis  lanae  hyd  

Vaselini  alb  

,    Ft.  ung. 

5.  Ext.  filicis  liq.   

Pulv.  acacise  

Syr.  aurant  

Aq.  rosae  ad  

Ft.  haust. 

*  Overdose. 

D  [Edinburgh). 

1.  *  B.P.  quantity  glyc.  amyli. 

2.  £  B.P.  quantity  mist,  ammoniae. 

3.  HC1  dii   mxij. 

Acid.  nit.  mur.  dil   3j. 

Syr.  aurant   3s3.- 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad    3yj- 

4.  Pil.  hyd.  mass  

Pil.  aloes  et  myrrh,  mass. 

Ft.  pil.    Mitte  xij. 
1  nocte  maneque. 

5.  Acid,  boric  

Glycerin.   

Aq.  ad  

The  ear-drops. 


gr.  j. 
gr-  ij. 
gr-  3 

gr-  ion 


jss. 
3ss. 
3ss. 

3ij* 
q.s. 
31  j. 
3iss. 


gr-  ij. 
gr.  nj. 


gr.  xv. 

3iss. 

Si 

(54/37.) 
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Coming  EvemtSo 

-  _  --tion  of  the  "C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices 
of  meetings  or  other  events  which  are  sent  to  the  Editor  by 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings,  etc.,  occur. 

Tuesday,  November  1. 

Bradford  Chemists'   Association,   Royal  Hotel,   at  9  p.m. 

Ordinary  meeting. 
Leicester  Chemists'  Association,  Turkey  Cafe,  Granby  Street, 

at  8  p.m.    Discussion  on  the  Shops  (No.  2)  Bill,  opened  by 

Mr.  A.  E.  Young. 

Wednesday,  November  2. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Restaurant,  Boar  Lane. 

Annual  dinner. 

Stockport  Pharmacists'  Association.  County  Restaurant,  at 
9  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Taursday,  November  3. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Social  evening. 

Pdntgen  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  London,  at 
8.15  p.m.    Presidential  address  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Rodman. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King 
Street,  at  8  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  London  W., 
at  8.30  p.m.  Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  are 
the  following:  "Researches  "on  Bleaching-powder,"  by 
Mr.  R.  L.  Taylor;  "  Synthesis  in  the  Epinephrine  Series. 
Part  II.  The  formation  and  properties  of  some  2  :  5  and 
2 :  6  substituted  pyrazines,  and  their  conversion  into 
aminoketones  and  iminodiketones,"  by  Mr.  F.  Tutin ; 
"  The  Absorption  Spectra  of  some  Substituted  Pyrazines 
and  their  Salts,"  by  Messrs.  F.  Tutin  arid  F.  W.  Caton; 
"  The  Constituents  of  Gelsemium,"  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Moore  ; 
"  Some  Phenolic  Derivatives  of  ^-phenylethylamine,"  by 
Messrs.  G.  Barger  and  A.  J.  Ewins. 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Salford  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  November  16  at  the  Cattle  Market  Hotel, 
Cross  Lane.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  Brown, 
161  Bury  New  Road,  Manchester,  or  Mr.  H.  Stout,  57  Broad 
Street,  Pendleton. 

The  Annual  Dinnee  of  the  Western  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Frascati's  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  November  16.  Tickets  (Is.  bd.  each)  from  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  T.  Allen,  20  High  Road,  Kilburn, 
N.W. 

N.U.A.P.,  Liverpool  Branch. — A  whist-drive  will  be  held 
on  November  16  in  Kirkland's  Cafe,  Bold  Street,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Tickets  (2s.  each)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  T.  Ashworth, 
87  Bold  Street,  or  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Jas.  J.  B.  Waldron, 
427  Mill  Street. 

The  Leicester  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  are  holding  a 
whist-drive  and  dance  at  the  Oriental  Cafe  on  November  24. 
Tickets  (2s.  bd.  each)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Marfitt,  In- 
firmary Square,  and  the  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  A.  Fry,  9  Belvoir 
Street,  Leicester. 

Chemical  Society.— The  banquet  in /honour  of  the  Past- 
Presidents  who  have  been  members  for  over  fifty  years,  which 
was  to  have  been  held  in  May,  is  to  talre  place  at  the  Savoy 
Hotel,  London,  W.C.,  on  November  11.  Tickets  (21s.,  or 
10s.  bd.  without  wine)  can  be  had  from  the  Assistant-Secretary,' 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  London,  W. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.— The  annual  social  re- 
union and  smoking-concert  of  this  Association  will  be  held 
at  Frascati's  on  November  10.  The  arrangements  this  year 
are  being  carried  out  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Arrowsmith,  of  the 
Apollinaris  Co.,  Ltd.,  4  Stratford  Place,  London,  W.  Tickets 
(Is.  each)  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Arrowsmith  or  from  Mr. 
C.  W.  Martin,  98  Camberwell  New  Road,  London,  S.E. 


Patent  Specifications. 

Printed  copies  of  the  following:  specifications  are  on  sale  (8d.  each) 
at  the  Patent  Office,  zs  Southampton  Buildingrs,  London, 
W.C.,  a  fortnierht  after  the  notice  of  acceptance  has  appeared 
in  the  "  Official  Journal  "  (Patents)  of  the  gjven  dates.  Per- 
sons desirous  of  opposing-  the  grant  of  a  patent  must  do  so 
in  the  prescribed  form  within  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  "  Journal "  in  which  the  notice  appeared. 

Specifications  Accepted. 

October  5,  1910. 

Manufacture  of  Ammonia.  17642/09.  Johnson.  (Badische 
Anilin  &  Soda  Fabrik.) 

Boot  for  Treatment  of  Sheep  Foot-rot.   21591/09.  Curtis. 

Apparatus  for  Vibratory  and  Electrical  Treatment. 
22072/09.  Heitman. 


Treatment  of, Lac.    22218/09.  Freymouth. 
Manufacture  of  Sulphur  Dioxide,  etc.  22672/09.  Messel. 
Manufacture  of  Ammonium  Chloride.    26263/C9.  Freeth 
&  Cooksedge. 
Treating  Haemoglobin.    28182/09.  Neumann. 
Medical  Radiator  for  Beds.    5386/10.    Ferrari  &  Gallo. 

October  12,  1910. 
Manufacture  of  Pleated  Capsules.   22660/09.   Denison  & 
Denison. 

Preserving  Preparations.  23010/09.  Newton.  (Farben- 
fabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.) 

Anaesthetic  Nasal-inhaling  Apparatus.    23510/09.  Weller. 

Disinfecting  and  Fumigating  Block.  25350/09.  Rowan 
&  Lloyd. 

Manufacture  of  Niteogen  Oxides.    27826/09.  Haiisser. 

New  Pharmaceutical  Product.  2888/10.  Newton.  (Far- 
benfabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.) 

Separation  of  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  from  the  Air. 
7305/10.    Soc.  L'Air  Liquide. 

Manufacture  op  Phosphoric  Acid.   8094/10.  Dittmar. 

Manufacture  of  Tetramethylene  -  diamini.  809§f$€. 
Newton.    (Farbenfabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.) 

Shaving  Soap-stick  Case.   9905/10.  Shea. 

Surgical  Trusses.   13357/10.    Slater  &  Slater. 

October  19,  1910. 

Preventing  Rusting  of  Iron.  22743/09.  Coslett.  Anti- 
rust  Syndicate  &  Coslett.) 

Egg-substitute  in  Foodstuffs.   22787/09.  Bruun. 

Spray-delivery  Appliances.    22957/09.  Purser. 

Liquid  Air  Production.    23107/09.  Janecke. 

Utilisation  of  Whey.    23127/09.  Bond. 

Disinfectant.   23230/09.   Geb.  Heyl  &  Co.  Akt.-Ges. 

Sulphuric  Acid  Manufacture.  23442/09.  Chemische 
Fabrik  Griesheim  Elektron. 

Dental  Syringe.    24783/09.    Wellcome  &  Johnson. 

Appliances  for  Inducing  Sleep.  25210/09  and  27889/09. 
Brown. 

Sprinklers  for  Liquids  and  Powders.    25499/09.  Atkins. 

Apparatus  for  Washing  Surgical  Instruments,  etc. 
28007/09.    Paul.  (Henry.) 

Cod-liver  Oil  Preparations.    418/10.  Weiss. 

Formyl  Derivatives  of  Alcohol  Bases.  531/10.  Newton. 
(Farbenfabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.) 

Zinc  Salt  of  Boeo-salicylic  Acid.  1616/10.  Foelsing. 

Liquefaction  of  Gases  for  Demonstration  Purposes. 
11461/10.  Schneider. 

Tablet-making  Press.    16458/10.  Porter. 

Mange  Remedy.-  20199/10.  Bevan. 

October  26,  1910. 

Bands  foe  Catamenial  Bandages.   21970/09.  Robinson. 

Charging  Air  with  Medicaments.    23896/09.  Pointon. 

Purification  of  Aesenical  Sulphuric  Acid.  30196/09. 
Raschen,  Imison  &  United  Alkali  Co. 

Anhydrous  Hydrosulphites.  30379/09.  Johnson. 
(Badische  Anilin  &  Soda  Fabrik.) 

Sterilising  Liquids  by  Ozonisation.    1117/10.  Piestrak. 

Pyrophoric  Metal  Alloys.    2876/10.  Beck. 

Tooth-cutters  for  Veterinary  Purposes.  8504/10.  Arnold. 

Manufacture  of  Ammonium  Carbonate.  9177/10.  Bueb  & 
Deutsche-Continental  Gas-Ges. 

Machine  for  Filling  Collapsible  Tubes.  10,539/10.  Baring- 
Gould. 

Spreading  Shaving-soap  on  the  Skin.   10825/10.  Pelzer. 
Manufacture  of  Sulphate  of  Ammonia.   16193/10.  Collin. 
Bed-pans.    18270/10.  Hogan. 
Operation-table.    18772/10.  Down. 

Oxidation  Product  of  Acenaphthene.  19341/10.  Kalle  & 
Co.  Akt.-Ges. 

Making  Nitrogen-Oxygen  Compounds.   20325/10.  Kaiser. 
Allyl  Ester  of  Salicylic  Acid.    22779/10.    Akt.-Ges.  fur 
Anilin  Fabrikation. 

Specifications  Open  to  Public  Inspection 
before  Acceptance. 

Manufacture  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid.  16275/10.  Aluminium 
Industrie  Akt.-Ges. 

Employment  of  Radio-active  Substances.   18460/10.  Boch. 

Appaeatus  for  Endothermic  Chemical  Reactions  in  Gases. 
21721/10.    Nitrogene  Soc.  Anon. 

Toric  Spectacle  Glasses.    21864/10.  Zeiss. 

Impregnating  Fibres  with  Actinium,  etc.  3105/10.  Soc. 
Anon.  Banque  du  Radium. 

Making  Sodium  Aluminate.    20048/10.  Emanuel. 

Device  for  Packing  Powders.    22868/10.  Paraskovich. 

Manufacture  of  Potassium  Persulphate.  23157/10. 
Pietzsch  &  Adolph. 

Manufacture  of  Hydrogen  Peroxide.  23158/10.  Pietzsch 
&  Adolph.  „ 

Manufacture   of   Persulphuric   Acid   and   its  Salts. 
23252/10.    Pietzsch  &  Adolph. 
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in  the  City  of  London.— October  29,  1910.  £80J 


